Gttntan reaffirms support for Arafat 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — U.S. President Bill Clinton sent a letter to 
Palestine National Authority (PNA) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
expressing support and pledging to back peace efforts in the 
Middle East, officials said Saturday. U.S. Health Secretary Donna 
Shalala delivered the letter to Mr. Arafat during a visit here 
Saturday. Mr. Arafat’s spokesman NabiT Abu Kudrina said the 
PNA leader sent a response to Mr. Clinton through Ms. S halala 
Mr. Clinton's support comes as Mr. Arafat's Palestinian self-rale 
authority recovers from the wont violence in the Gaza Strip since 
it took charge six months ago. Ms. Shalala. who toured health 
facilities here, told reporter; the United States would back the 
Palestinians at a meeting of international donors to be held in 
Brussels next Tuesday and Wednesday (see page 12). Palestinians 
have complained that they have received only a small p rop ortion ' 
of the promised $720 million in international donations for 1994. 
They are expected to push for more assistance at the Brussels 
meeting, stressing the dangers of violence linked to poverty and 
frustration in Gaza. 
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Amy deployed in S. Indian state 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The Indian army was called oia Saturday 
to restore peace m the southern sate of Kerala after two people 
died and scores more were injured during a violent com munist ’ 
backed genera] strike, press reports said. Police fired warning 
shots in at least five places in the coastal sate to disperse 
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attack in dm district of Kozhikode while a member of a communist 
faction died after being knifed in the tewn of Allapuzha, the news 
ney said. Troops in battle fatigues marched in Kannur town, 
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to break up a massive anti-government demonstration by two 
leftist student groups. Civi] authorities sought army assistance in 
Kannur after hundreds of people attacked police stations and 
stoned government vehicles during Saturday's strike to protest the 
shooting deaths, PTI said. Scores of people were injured in 
knifings and stone- throwing m Kannur and elsewhere in uie state. 
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Palestinians rally 
in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinians clashed 
with Israeli police on the 
main street of Arab East 
Jerusalem on Saturday, wit- 
nesses and police said. A 
police spokeswoman said two 
Arab youths threw firebombs 
at police and were arrested. 
A witness said two youths 
were seized by plainclothes 
policemen who took them 
away in a police van. Palesti- 
nians said the clash began 
with a sit-in by relatives of 
Palestinian prisoners held in 
Israeli jails, demanding their 
release. Demonstrators 
burned one tyre in the street. 

Sudan rights body 
claims successes 

■KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's recently established 
human rights committee 
claimed Saturday that it had 
secured the release of four 
detainees and resolved a 
dozen other cases, as well as 
investigating the alleged sum- 
mary execution of two 
Sudanese working for inter- 
national organisations. But 
committee members attacked 
the United Nations special 
rapporteur on human rights, 
. Gaspar Biro, and defended 
the right of the Khartoum 
government to defend its 
territory. They also accused 
the rebel Sudan People's li- 
beration Army of carrying 
out human rights abuses, in- 
cluding executions, the burn- 
ing of mosques and the en- 
forced conscription of 
youths, saying the interna- 
tional community had 
“turned a blind eye" to such 
abuses. 

Algerian forces 
kill 49 rebels 

TUNIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces shot dehd 49 
i armed Muslim rebels in the 
past three days In 12 areas 
across Algeria, the official 
Algerian news agency APS 
said on Saturday. The fun- 
damentalists, fighting to 
overthrow the army-backed, 
authorities, were killed in 
clashes and raids between 
.Wednesday and Friday, APS 
said. Among those slain were 
two militants sentenced to 
death by a special court and 
freed from their cells by 
armed guerrillas in a raid last 
March on Tazoult high secur- 
ity prison in eastern Algeria, 
the statement said. Seven- 
teen other guerrillas were 
also reported earlier this 
week as having been shot 
dead including 13 killed in a 
forest near the western town 
of Tipaza, 60 kilometres from 
Algiers. 

14 Iraqis demand 
asylum in Greece 

ATHENS (AFP) — Four- 
teen Iraqis demanded politic- 
al asylum in Greece on Satur- 
day after spending 48 hours 
cooped in a transit room at 
Athens airport, police said. 

A Greek lawyer notified of 
the immigrants' plight made 
an official request for their 
case to be heard, a police 
source said. Airport police 
refused to allow the 14 to 

enter the country after Alba- 
nia threw them out Thursday. 
They had reached Albania by 
air from Amman, police said, 
adding that Athens airport 
authorities had at first kepr 
the affair under wraps to 
.allow them time to try to 
persuade the Iraqis to return 
home. The ministry for pub- 
lic order is now to examine 
the immigrant's asylum plea. 

500 guns stolen 
from Egypt' store 

CAIRO (AFP) — Five hun- 
dred automatic rifles and re- 
volvers were stolen from air 
arms store belonging to the 
security forces m southern 
Egypt, police said Saturday- 
Interior Minister Hassan A I 
Alfi has ordered an inquiry 
with police in charge of secur- 
ity at the depot after the 
weapons went missing last 
leek. Security forces have 
recovered about 100 of the 
stolen weapons during a 
sweep of arms smugglers in 1 
the Qena province, 650 
kilometres south of Cairo. 


JD 1.674b draft budget 
focuses on development 

Deficit cut to JD 50m; no plans to 
raise fuel prices ; hopes high for aid 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Finance Minis- 
ter Sami Gammoh Saturday 
unveiled a JD 1.67 billion 
draft budget for 1995 with a 
deficit of JD 50 million. 

The 1995 budget reflects a 
10 per cent increase of last 
year’s budget of JD 1.5 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Gammoh told a press 
conference that the JD 50 
million deficit reflected a 
dramatic drop from 1994’s 
shortfall of JD 300 million. It 
was approved by the Council 
of Ministers on Saturday and 
would go to Parliament this 
week. 

“It is an ambitious and 
optimistic draft budget in 
harmony with the Kingdom's 
aims in the next peace phase 
and the coming era in the 
Middle East," Mr. Gammoh 
said. 

The budget envisages JD 
443.1 million dinars in capital 
spending and set aside an 
extra JD 390 million dinars as 
extra capital budget for de- 
velopment projects — but 
implementation hinged on 
expected 1995 foreign aid. 

Mr. Gammoh said 1995 
capital spending took into 
account multi-billion dollar 
projects to develop Jordan 
Rift Valley between Jordan 
and Israel and building water 
dams in line with the peace 
treaty the country signed on 
Oct. 26. 

The budget estimates fore- 
ign grams at JD 165 million, 
compared with 1994’s JD 
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Sami Gammoh 

167.3 million. 

“We will work at getting 
this assistance and grants to 
finance it because we have 
received many promises and 
we hope 1995 will be the year 
we see their materialisation," 
Mr. Gammoh said. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment wanted to encour- 
age investments to generate 
more jobs and raise standards 
of living instead of raising 
public sector wages. 

The budget includes the 
following main points: 

Public revenues are esti- 
mated at JD 1,624 million, 
marking an increase of JD 
129.7 million over the reas- 
sessed 1994 budget, or 8.7 
per cent growth according to 
the following: 

1. Domestic revenues for 
1995 are estimated at JD 
1,400 million compared to JD 
1,270 in the reassessed 1994 
budget, an increase of JD 130 


million, or 10.2 per cent. 

2. Premium on repayable 
loans are estimated at JD 59 
million for 1995, up from JD 
55 million in 1994. 

Capita] expenditures are 
estimated at JD 1,674 mil- 
lion. registering an increase 
of JD 234.9 million over the 
reassessed figures of the 1994 
budget', accounting for 16.2 
per cent in accordance with 
the following: 

(i) Current expenditure is 
estimated at JD 1230.9 mil- 
lion, marking an increase of 
JD 1,122.4 million over the 
re-estimated figures of the 
1994. budget of JD 1,118.5 
million — a 10 per cent in- 
crease. 

(ii) Capital expenditure is 
estimated for 1995 at JD 
443.1 million, registering an 
increase of JD 122.5 million 
over the re-estimated figures 
of 1994 which amounted to 
Jp 318.6 million; an increase' 
of 28.5 per cent. The increase 
primarily stems from ex- 
pected hikes in expenditure 
in telecommunications, trans- 
port,. water, tourism, and 
dams.. 

The 1995 -draft fiscal 
budget contains an additional 
capital budget estimated at 
JD 390 million to finance 
projects given priority in the 
peace era and to cover the 
needs of govemorates where 
they are intended to help 
create new jobs, stem pover- 
ty and raise the standard of 
people's living. These pro- 
jects will be financed from 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas holds huge but 
peaceful rally in Gaza 


Combined agency dispatches 

GAZA — Thousands of sup-' 
porters of the militant Hamas 
group help a peaceful rally in 
a tense Gaza City on Satur- 
day, eight days after clashes 
between the group and 
Palestinian police in which 14 
people died. 

Organisers said about 
20.000 people participated in 
the rally, a memorial service 
for Hamas activist Imad Akel 
who was slain by Israeli sol- 
diers. Palestinian soldiers 
were not in evidence, witnes- 
ses said. 

Speakers hit out at the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), in charge of self- 
role in Gaza, and at Israel. 
Hamas opposes the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation autonomy as a sell- 
out. 

Masked men burned the 

flags of Israel and the United 
States in front of the cheering 
crowd. 

The master of ceremonies 
greeted members of the 
Izzeddin A1 Qassam Bri- 
gades, Hamas’s military 

wing, and said: “We want to 
make it clear that the bullets 
of Qassam will be fired only 
against the Israeli occupa- 
tion." 

Since the Nov. 17 clashes, 
the bloodiest since self-rule 

began in May, the various 
Palestinian factions have 
been negotiating to prevent 
further internal fighting. 

The two-hour demonstra- 
tion was unruly but dispersed 
without bloodshed. 

“This is a message to (PNA 
President Yasser) Arafat that 
the opposition outnumbers 
the supporters of peace in 
Gaza," said Sayid Any Jiyab, 
a 19-year-old student. 

The calls for bloodshed 
against Israel gradually 
.switched to severe attacks on 
Mr. Arafat, with speakers 
accusing him of shirking re- 
sponsibility for the Palesti- 
nian police losing control last 
jweek. 

“Tills is your peace Arafat. 
It is massacres and assassina- 
tion," said Sheikh Ahmed 
Bahr, prayer leader of the 
Palestine Mosque where 



Hamay activists shout anti-Israel and anti-Yasser Arafat 
slogans Saturday in Gaza City as they wave pictures of 
■Hamas leader Imad Akel, killed a year ago by Israeli troops 
(AFP photo) 


police opened fire. The PLO 
accused Islamic agitators of 
firing first, a charge the 
prayer leaders demand they 
prove. 

The rally on a soccer field 
started with activists burning 
at) Israeli flag. The chants 
against Israel reached a fever 
pitch when two Israeli heli- 
copters buzzed overhead, 
with the crowd screaming: 
“We want to die for the sake 
of our God.” 

The Israeli army and 
Palestinian police beefed up 
their forces at a junction near 
die Jewish settlement of Net- 
zarim on the city’s outskirts. 
Four soldiers have been kil- 
led there in November and 
troops feared that rally might 
'spark a march on the settle- 
ment of 180 Jews. 

Rally speakers demanded 
the dismantling of all Gaza 
settlements before they spark 
civil war between Palesti- 


nians. They also demanded a 
halt to arrests of Islamic 
activists and a dialogue 
among all political groups. 

The two main Islamic 
opposition groups, the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement or 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
have staged a series of violent 
attacks on Israeli targets over 
the past two months in an 
attempt to derail the Israel- 
PLO self-rule accord. Mr. 
Arafat’s administration, 
seeking to spread the accord 
into the occupied West Bank, 
seeks to crack down oh the 
violence. 

Under an agreement work- 
ed. out between the self-rule 
government and the Islamic 
opposition, the Palestinian 
police agreed to keep a low 
profile around the rally if the 
militants avoided parading 
their weapons and agitating 

(Continued on page 7) 





By Caroline Farsy 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — -Jordan and 
Israel today announce^ the 
establishment of diplomatic 
ties between them.' 

The announcements will be 
made at 11 a.m. in a joint 
communique. 

It is expected that Jordan 
will announce the appoint- 
ment of Manvan Muasher as 
the Kingdom’s ambassador to 
Israel. 

Israel was reportedly con- 
sidering outgoing Israeli chief 
of staff, Ehud Barak, as its 
envoy in Amman. Officials 
said that it was highly likely 
that Mr. Barak would be 
confirmed as Israel's first 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Dr. Muasher was the King- 
dom's spokesman during the 
Middle East peace negotia- 
tions. He also served as direc- 
tor of the Jordan Information 
Bureau in Washington.' 

Based on decisions taken 
by the Jordanian and Israeli 
cabinets in implementation of 
the peace treaty signed by the 
•two countries on Oct. 26, a 
Jordanian delegation beaded 
by Omar A1 Rifa'i. an advisor 
at the Foreign Minis cry, will 




Ehud Barak 

Thursday visit Tel Aviv to 
make the necessary arrange- 
ments to open the Jordanian 
embassy there. 

The Jordanian delegation 
will also hold administrative 
and diplomatic contacts re- 
lated to opening the embassy 
and selecting suitable areas 
for the residence of members 
of -the Jordanian diplomatic 
mission in Israel. The visit 
will last for two days. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that it was 


possible that the delegation 
wifi rent a house or a suite at 
one of Tel Aviv’s hotels in 
view of the short .time facing 
the two countries in order to 
meet the Dec. H) deadline set 
by the peace treaty for the 
two countries to open embas- 
sies in each others capitals. 

Israel is -expected also to do 
the same in Amman. 

The source expected that 
the Israeli and Jordanian 
embassies will have a staff of 
six to seven people; four will 
be diplomats and the rest will 
work as advisors and admi- 
nistrators. 

~ Israeli delegation headed 
by Assistant Foreign Minister 
Eitan Ben Tsour will arrive in 
Amman Thursday on a two- 
day visit to the Kingdom. 

The delegation will bold 
talks on Jordan! an-Israeli re- 
lations and the implementa- 
tion of some of the peace 
treaty’s provisions. 

Meanwhile Israel radio 
said Environment Minister 
Yossi Sarid had made a "pri- 
vate" visit to Jordan on Fri- 
day where he met Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
and Transport Minister Samir 
Qawar at Karameh in the 
Jordan Valley. 


Hrawi warns of intervention 


to quell Palestinian fighting 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
government warned warring 
Palestinian factions Saturday 

that it would send its army 
into refugee camps to quell 
any renewal of fighting, 
which killed 10 people and 
wounded 25 the day before. 

A government statement 

said President Elias Hrawi 
made his stern warning after 
discussing with visitors Fri- 
day's street battles between 
Yasser Arafat’s loyalists and 
foes at Ain A1 Hflweh shanty- 
town, the biggest refugee 
camp in Lebanon. 

Lebanese police described 
the dashes as the worst in 
Lebanon since the Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed the^sdfrule 
accord with Israel Sept. 13. 
1993. 

At stake was control of the 
sprawling camp that houses 
00,000 Palestinians on the 
southeastern outskirts of 
Sidon, 40 kilometres sooth of 
Be irut. . 

The dashes tapered off at 
nightfall with both sides more 
or less back where they were 
when the fighting started. 

Mr. Hrawi said Lebanese 




AJ Hilweh to prevent the 
conflict from spflfing into the 
streets of Sidon. Frovincia] 
capital of South Lebanon and 
the country’s third largest 
city. 


■ 

‘The Lebanese authorities 
have warned the fighters in 
‘Ain A1 Hilweh that they will 
give orders to quell any re- 
currence of the fighting,” Mr.- 
Hrawi said. "Lebanon will 
not remain neutral if similar 
incidents recur.” 

i . »- 

The dashes pitted loyalists 

from Fateh, Mr. Arafat’s 
mainstream faction, led by 
intelligence chief, Kemal 
Medhat, against dissidents, 
headed by Rebel chieftain, 
Munir Maqdah. 

Muslim fundamentalists 

from Islamic Jihad and 
Hamas and Syrian-backed 
groups also took part in the 
fighting, riding with the re- 
bels. 

Colonel Maqdah defected 
from Fatah in protest against 
the 1993 autonomy accord. 
Like many opponents of the 
deal, he said it killed Palesti- 
nian aspirations for an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state in 
territories occupied by- Israel 
in 1967. 

Dozens of families Bed to. 
the nearby southern port of 
Sidon. 


straggle within the ranks of 
Fateh forces in the camp. 
Palestinian sources said 


Mr. Arafat on Saturday 


±111 




Friday’s dashes at the camp. 

The head of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fatah militia in Lebanon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Khaled 
A1 Shayeb, said the dashes 
were sparked by a power 


then joined in the day-long 
dashes. 

Lebanese troops have 
maintained posts and check- 
points around ‘Ain A1 Hil- 
weh ever since they fought 
fierce battles there with FLO 
guerrillas in 1991 in eventual- 
ly successful attempts to take 
the guerrillas' heavy 
weapons. 

Security sources said dur- 
ing Friday's dashes the army 
had increased checkpoints at 
the entrance to the camp. 

The Arafat opponents 
managed to r egain control of 
ax positions lost to enerrillas 
loyal to Mr. Arafat earlier on 
Friday. 

A Reuter correspondent 
who toured the sprawling- 
camp south of Beirut said 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh guerrillas, 
numbering about 650, and 
some 200 dissident fighters 
fed by CoL Maqdah manned 
their respectiveposts. 

Not a shot was fired after 
midnight, he reported, quot- 
ing Palestinian and Lebanese 


. The correspondent said the 
rival factions, armed with 
AK-47 rifles, remained inside 
or stood outside their posts, 
some of which are less than 
20 metres apart. 


Jordan and Israel today 
announce diplomatic ties 

Muasher confirmed as envoy in Tel Aviv; 
Barak tipped to be Amman counterpart 


Majali 
to visit 
UAE soon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday announced that he 
would soon make an official 
visit to the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), adding that 
Jordan’s relations with all the 
Gulf states were improving. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, Dr. Majali said that 
Jordan was exerting all possi- 
ble efforts towards bridging 
the gap with other Arab 
states and seeking ’solidarity 
among Arab and Islamic na- 
tions. 

Jordan’s relations with the 
Arab countries are marked 
with mutual and brotherly 
respect, and they are con- 
tinuously improving, said the 
prime minister, who added 
that Saudi Arabia’s approval 
of Jordan's nomination of a 
□ew ambassador to Riyadh 
was a positive indication of 
improved relations. 

Describing bis recent visit 
to Qatar as extremely suc- 
'oessful, Dr. Majali said be 
discussed with the emirate’s 
leaders all issues of common 
-concern as well as the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

Relations with Kuwait are 
showing signs of improve- 
ment after Jordan explained 
its position, reaffirming its 
determination to protect' 
Kuwait’s sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity. Dr. Majali 
said. • 

Dr. Majali' said the Joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee could convene 
next month to examine dose 
cooperation between the two 
countries in various fields. 

Dr. Majali said Jordanian- 
Syrian ties were good but 
Jordan was pursuing efforts 
to further improve them. He 
said Jordan hopes Syria 
would regain all its occupied 
territories. 

He said Jordan maintain* a 
unique relationship with the - 
Iraqi people and tries hard to - 
lift the embargo, on them and : 
end the tragedy and the suf- 
ferings of the Iraqi people ' 
after Baghdad has complied ■ 
with all relevant U.N. Secur- ' 
ity Council resolutions. ; 

Dr. Majali said there were 
no direct contacts with the '. 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) although the Palesti- 
nian brothers had promised * 
to return to Amman in two ' 
weeks to resume talks,” after ; 
a round of meetings in ’ 
October. 

But, he said, the Palesti-; 
nians seem to be involved in - 
their internal affairs and Jor- - 
dan is determined to help end 
the sufferings of the Palesti- 
nian people and provide fad- - 
hties to them across the 
bridges. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan 
would never allow the dis- 
putes between Palestinians in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip to spill over to Jordan. 
Nor would Jordan support 
one party against the other, 
he said. 

Referring to the situation 
in the former Yugoslavia, Dr. 
Majali said that Jordan had 
been increasing its contacts 
with various nations in efforts 
to lift the siege on Bosnia and 

ending the massacres there. 
He said Jordan was doing all 
in its power to help the Bos- 
nians overcome their ordeal. 

Jordan’s relations with 
European countries and the 
United States are excellent 
and Jordan was expecting 
more U.S. and European 
economic aid to the King- 
dom, Dr, Majali said. 

He said Jordan was main *- 
fr o nting contacts with Japan to 
help organise the Amma n 
-economic conference to be 
held in the sorinc of 1995. 


chairman of the House Fore- 
ign Relations Committee, 
said at the outset of the meet- 
ing that the Kingdom's fore- 
ign policy had focused on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in view 
of the need to deal with some 
of the pressing issues and to 
protect its interests and 
security. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan's 
policy had always viewed 
inter-Arab relations as rela- 
tions between a united Arab 
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Jordanian traders 


leave for Baghdad 


AMMAN (Agencies) — A 
group of Jordanian business- 
men left for Iraq on Saturday 
in an attempt to revitalise 
trade links with Baghdad and 
'discuss future cooperation. 

The 25-man team, beaded 
by Hamdi Tabbaa, president 
of the Jordanian Business- 
men's Association (JBA), 
will spend four days in Bagh- 
dad at the invitation of the 
Iraqi Union of the Chambers 
of Commerce. 

The group is one of the 
largest to visit Iraq since the 
United Nations slapped a 
sweeping trade embargo on 
Baghdad after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

JBA officials said the team 
would meet the Iraqi minister 
of trade and other leading 
public and private sector fi- 
gures to discuss business 
deals with Iraq. 

Scores of Western 
businessmen, encouraged by 
prospects of an imminent eas- 
ing of sanctions after Iraq 
recognised Kuwait's new 
U.N. demarcated borders, 
have been visiting Iraq to 
look for business opportuni- 
ties. 

Iraq remains Jordan’s big- 
gest trade partner despite an 
Iraqi dinar crisis and the 
sanctions, which have barred 
all business deals except for 
food, medicine and other 


humanitarian needs. 

Iraq still gets most of its 
U.N. -authorised imports via 

BBlaba. 

Most Jordanian business- 
men say they remain wary of 
deals with Iraq, mainly be- 
cause of over-ordering by 
their Iraqi counterparts ana 
the financial risks involved. 


Earlier this week, team 
member Ali Yousef told the 
Associated Press that the 
Jordanian private sector had 
to boost its links with the 
Iraqi market so as to be ready 
when the sanctions are lifted. 


The embargo was imposed 
by the U.N. Security Council 
following Iraq's Aug. 2, 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. Iraq was 
evicted from Kuwait in 
February 1991, but the sanc- 
tions remain in place pending 
Iraq’s fall compliance with 
U.N. cease-fire terms. 


Unlike the United States 
and Britain, the other three 
permanent members of the 
Security Council — China, 
Russia and France — advo- 
cate the easing of the embar- 
go, which includes a ban on 
Iraqi ofl sales, the country's 
economic mainstay. 

Before the Kuwait inva- 
sion, annua! trade between 
Iraq and Jordan amounted to 
$700 million, including Iraqi 
oil sales to the Kingdom. 


PBS documentary 


draws fire from 


American Muslims 


By Rick Marshall ‘ 

WASHINGTON (USIA) - A group 
of American Muslim and 
Arab leaders are strongly 
protesting the controversial 
documentary film “Jihad in 
America." which was tele- 
vised nation-wide Nov. 21 by 
the Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice (PBS). 

The documentary, which 
was directed by journalist 
Stephen Emerson, purported 
to show a network of Islamic 
terrorists operating freely 
within the United States. 

‘ “I am disturbed that PBS 
had to do a documentary like 
this," Abdul Rahman A1 
Amoudi, executive director 
of the . American Muslim 
Council, said at a press con- 
ference at the National Press 
Club Nov. 22. “Muslim com- 
munities in the United States 
do not condone violence." 

“We are law-abiding 
citizens.” Mr. A1 Amoudi 
said, and are “very proud of 
being Americans.” 

The documentary “pre- 
sented a frightening and dis- 
torted image of Islamic 
values and of Muslim life in 
America, linking them to 
terrorism and to a wide range 
of unconstitutional and illegal 
actions and declarations," 
Candace Lightner, president 
of the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, 
said in a prepared statement 
issued Nov. 22. 

Ms. Lightner placed the 
documentary within the con- 
text of “a long-standing trend 
of negative reporting and bias 
in U.S. press coverage of 
Arabs and Muslims and of 
the Arab American and Mus- 
lim American communities.” 
Emerson's production, she 
added, “followed in this re- 
grettable tradition.” 

The press conference was 
attended by representatives 
of almost a dozen American 
Muslim and Arab- American 
groups. Without exception, 
they criticised Emerson's 
work as unbalanced and 
stated that he had failed to 
substantiate his claims that an 
Islamic terrorist networks ex- 


ists in the United States. 

Many felt that the 
documentary could lead to a 
backlash against Americans 
of Muslim or Arab origin. 
“We feel we are facing a new 
McCarthyism," Nihad Awad, 
the executive director of the 
Council on American-Islamic 
Relations said, referring to 
the anti -Communist hysteria 
unleashed by Wisconsin 
Senator Joe McCarthy in rbe 
early 1950s. 

“The misinformation con- 
tained in the PBS 
documentary — a 
documentary made with tax- 
payer money — will not con- 
tribute to the development of 
understanding in America," 
according to a statement 
issued by the Islamic Society 
of North America. 


“We are confident that the 
learned among our fellow 
Americans are intelligent 
enough to seek the truth from 
original sources and are able 
to reject such sensational- 
ism... The spread of misin- 
formation will only lead to 
lack of knowledge and crea- 
tion of hate. We assure you 
that Muslims are only en- 
couraged by such attacks to 
further their on-going work 
of reaching out to their fellow 
Americans in order to build 
bridges of understanding and 
peace in order to jointly pur- 
sue the course of building a 
better America." 


For its part, PBS re- 
sponded to the charges 
leveled against Emerson by 
stating, in a release dated 
Nov. 16, that the 
documentary “is a well- 
documented work of inves- 
tigative journalism that pre- 
sents evidence supported by 
two years of work, including 
newly uncovered videotapes 
and interviews with senior 
counter-terrorist FBI and law 
enforcement officials." 

“The focus of Jihad in 
America is not the U.S. Isla- 
mic community, but the acti- 
vities of a small number of 
militants who advocate vio- 
lent holy war. The film makes 
this distinction clear." 


Tel: 773111-19 



PROGRAMME TWO 
17 M 

Alice Au Pays Dcs Mexvcittcs 

17x30 UnPourTous 

ISM Montagnc 

18x30 Le Vent Dcs Moissoas 

19M News in French 

19=15 Ushuaia 

19x30 McHalcs Navy 

2 M0 The Phan ton Horsemen- 

20x30 Quantum Leap 

21:10 Sherlock Holmes 

21*00 News in English 

22:30 Scarlett 

23:10 The Upper Hand 


Church of the Amumd atfoo Tel. 
623341. 

Ang&can Church TcL 630851, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian O rth odox Church Tel. 

775261. 

Sim Ephraim Chord] Tel. 771751. 
Amman lafemtftooal Charch TcL 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 


gr e ga thm TcL 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints TcL 654932 
Gkufdi of Nazame Td.675691. 
The Eva ngelica l Local Charch in 


TcL 811295 


04:48 


Fair 

06:10 fSufirisc) Duns 

11:23 Dhixhr 

14:13 “Asr 

1*38 Maghreb 

17:58 *lsha 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology . 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweMcfa, Td. 810740 
Amemhbs of God Chun*, Td. 

632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Oanch of the Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

De la Salle Chon* Tel. 661757 


A oold air front win affect the 
Kingdom, thus temperatures wiU 
drop steadily with skies cloudy. 
Rainfall is expected at intervals 
with winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skka win be 
partly cloudy with a chance of 
showers, winds southerly active, 
and seas choppy. 


Church Tel: 622366 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 4/10 

Aqaba 9 / 21 



Ghali 


holds talks 


Disturbing world statistics of 


i n A I a e r i a water very relevant to Mideast 
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TUNIS (R) — U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Boutros Ghali, 
in North Africa to try to 
rescue a stalled peace plan 
for the Western Sahara, on 
Saturday met Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamine Zerouai in 
Algiers. 

Algerian state radio said 
the two men discussed coop- 
eration between the country, 
racked by civil strife, and the 
United Nations, and peace 
efforts in the Western 
Sahara. 

Algeria is the main suppor- 
ter of the Polisario Front 
whose guerrillas are seeking 
independence for the West- 
ern Sahara, a former Spanish 
colony claimed by Morocco. 

Dr. Ghali, who arrived in 
Algiers on Friday and held 
immediately talks with Prime 
Minister Mokdad Sift, was 
accompanied by his Special 
Representative for the West- 
ern Sahara Erik Jensen. 

On Saturday, Dr. Ghaii 
met Algerian Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Salah De- 
mbri. The U.N. secretary- 
general was due to fly later to 
the southwest Algerian town 
of fadouf, the main base of 
Polisario guerrillas. 

- Algerian radio, reporting 
from Tindouf, said the Poli- 
sario leaders hope to hear 
new proposals from Dr. Gha- 
li when they meet him there 
on Sunday. 

Both Morocco and the 
Polisario Front, which says its 
self-proclaimed republic in 
the Western Sahara is recog- 
nised by more than 70 coun- 
tries, blame each other for 
the much-delayed peace 
plan. 

Dr. Ghali told the Security 
Council recently that a repe- 
atedly postponed referendum 
to give Sabarans a choice 
between independence and 
integration with Morocco 
could not take place on Feb. 
14, 1995 because of con- 
tinued disputes over who 
could vote. 

“A 320-strong U.N. force 
called Minurso, the U.N. 
Mission for a Referendum in 
Western Sahara, has been 
registering voters in the terri- 
tory since Aug. 28. But only a 
very few applicants have 
been identified for registra- 
tion. 

Polisario leaders have ac- 
cused Morocco of attempting 
to pad the electoral roll with 
supporters from outside the 
territory . 


Special to the Jordan Times 


NEARLY four million 
children die every year 
from polluted water. Ab- 
out 1.2 billion inhabitants 
of the Earth suffer from 
water shortages and around 
800 million people around 
the globe have no access to 
uncontaminated water, 
FAO (Food and Agricul- 
ture Organisation) statistics 
indicate. That is a good 
enough reason for every- 
one to think of the means 
to address the situation — 
one of the “silent emergen- 
cies” that challenge the 
world today. 

Michel Afram, dean of 
the Faculty of Agriculture 
at St. Joseph University in 
Zahle, Lebanon, says that 
one third of the population 
in developing countries 
have no access to drinking 
water and that around 50 
per cent of the households 
m the Third World are not 
linked to water supply sys- 
tems. 

Quoting Russian scientist 
A1 Vovitshi, Mr. Afram 
says that in the year 2000 
the all available fresh water 
resources would be needed 
to dilute the existing waste 
waters. 


The causes of water 
scarcity partly natural, but 
mostly man-made, accord- 
ing to Mr. Afram. 

Quoting FAO statistics, 
he says that 600 million 
inhabitants of tbe earth live 
in arid and semi-arid zones, 
with average annual pre- 
cipitations less than 300 mil- 
limetres, including almost 
the entire population of the 
Arab Worid. 

Nevertheless, “the worl- 
dwide water shortage is not 
so much an issue of quanti- 
ties available but rather a 
problem of distribution and 
infrastructure," Mr. Afram 
told the participants of a 
regional seminar on water 
use optimisation in agricul- 
ture which concluded in 
Amman on Thursday. 

According to FAO, of 
the available 1.4 billion 
kilo-cubic-metres (KCBM) 
of water in tbe worid only 
three per cent could be 
used immediately by hu- 
man beings, the remaining 
97 peT cent being eitber 
saline sea water or frozen 
water at the poles. 


Mr. Afram added that of 
the existing 1.800 CBM 
freshwater per earth 
inhabitant/year, not more 
than an average 800 CBM 
per inhabitant/year were 
currently exploited. 

Environmental pollu- 
tion, climatic changes lead- 
ing to an increasing number 
of botb floods and 
droughts, desertification, 
population growth and in- 
dustrial and economic de- 
velopment were the main 
reasons of the increasing 
worldwide water shortage, 
Mr. Afram said. 

“In 1940, the world 
population consumed 
around 100/CBM per 
year," he explained. “Cur- 
rently, human beings con- 
sume an estimate 4130 
KCBM per year, and water 
consumption is estimated 
to. reach 5190 CBM per . 
■year by the year 2000,” Mr. - 
Afram said. ?; 

Mr. Afram lamented the ’ 
widespread irresponsible 
use of water resources, 
saying that “among tbe 
natural elements, water is 
the most polluted one.” He 
said that deforestation, i.e. 
the cutting of trees, had 
weakened the soil's capac- 
ity to withhold water In 
many areas, thus leading to 
erosion and desertification. 

Mr. Afram demanded 
that the protection and 
storage of water should be 
given foremost priority, 
apart from creating new 
water resources, like, for 
example, desalination. He 
stated that only 40 per cent 
of the flood waters in 
Europe, Africa and North 
America are currently 
being stored. 

Quoting tbe example of 
Lebanon, Mr. Afram said 
his country's water re- 
sources theoretically were 
more than sufficient to 
meet the population's 
needs. Lebanon's total pre- 
cipitations amount to 8,600 
million cubic metres 
(MCM) per year, while the 
country’s current water de- 
mand does not exceed 3300 
man per year. “But half of 
the precipitations are lost 
because of evaporation,” 
he said. Another 510 MCM 
of water from A1 Asi and 
A1 Kabir rivers go to Syria, 
Mr. Afram said. 

Israel, in the self- 
declared “security zone" in 


South Lebanon utilises an 
estimated 160 MCM from 
the Hasbani River and it 
gets another 160 MCM 
from groundwaters of the 
River Dan, Mr. Afram 
added. 

In spite of that, with a 
remaining 3480 MCM of 
surface and ground water 
available per year, Leba- 
non theoretically would 
still be able to meet its 
water demand. “But be- 
cause of the drought in 
summer and the lack of 
storage facilities, more 
than half of our surface and 
groundwater resources are 
getting lost every year." 
said Mr. Afram. 

He recommended build- 
ing storage facilities, water 
harvesting and afforesta- 
tion to exploit Lebanon’s 
water resources more effi- 
ciently. 

In neighbouring Syria, 
most of the small and 
4 medium size rivers are con- 
taminated by the discharge 
of sewage systems and in- 
dustrial effluents, said Mr. 
Abdallah Droubi from tbe 
Arab Centre for Studies of 
Arid Zones and Dry Lands 
(ACSAD). He said that 
surface water in the 
Damascus and Aleppo 
areas bad been polluted be- 
cause of industrial expan- 
sion and lack of sanitation 
facilities, and that shallow 
aquifers had been partly 
polluted by these surface 
waters. 

In addition, some coastal 
and arid regions of Syria 
have been contaminated by 
salt water, Mr. Droubi 
said, adding that tbe Dawa 
and Radd basins and tbe 
Latakia and Akkar coastal 
plains were particularly 
concerned by salination. 

He said that water log- 
' gjng and soil salination had' 
also occurred in several 
parts of the rift valley and 
m a large part of the Eup- 
hrates plain. 

Mr. Droubi recom- 
mended establishing a 
strong political and organi- 
sational framework to en- 
sure environmental pollu- 
tion control and reinforce 
water resources manage- 
ment and water legislation. 
“Water policy should be 
strongly linked with en- 
vironmental policy, they 
should have tbe same 
objectives,” he said. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Deserts 5 /I3 

Jordan Valley 10/13 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: Amman 72 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 per cent. 


USEFUL 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghalcb Zawaidch 
Dr. Yousef Not — 
Dr. Khaldoun Asfbur 
Dr. Adnan ZagUoul . 
Finis pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy ... 
Al Ascma pharmacy . 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 
Yacoub pharmacy .... 
Shmeisani pharmacy . 
Nairoujb pharmacy .. 
Na jib pharmacy 


• Id ■ ■ ....111 


736011 

751144 

666873 

898140 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

644945 

637660 

623672 

847632 


JRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khaffli 
Alquds pharmacy 


273099 
- (-) 


ZASQA: 

Dr. Gfctsnn Fhqih — 906130 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111,637777 

‘Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpditv 

Complaints „ 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdan Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Queen Alia Int], Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813613/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

. .. , 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Ama. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashraficb 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


ZARQA: 


Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


Zarqa National Hospital 

ibn Sins Hospital (09 1986732 

AlHflcma Modem Hogphal (09J990WQ 


□IBID: 

Primes Basra Hospital 102)275555 

Greet Catholic Hospital 102)272375 

Ibn Al Nates Hospi tal W2&7100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


■*35 Bangkok 

07x45 Aqaba 

08 : 35 Jeodah 

Damascus 

S9M Lamaca 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi 

Beirut 

16:15... Doha. Bahrain 

17:00 New York, Amsterdam 

17 l2h Paris. Brussels 

London 

18:18 ......... Madrid. Geneva 

18*40 Athens 

18*45 Frankfurt 

1M5 Vienna 

&M Rome 

Ac^aba 

00£20 ■....■iMi. l(Mlliaia .. l Cairo 

•W® Istanbul. Paris 



Iraq calls on Israel to sign nuclaar treaty 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A senior official on Saturday called 
on Arab countries to put pressure on Israel to join the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. “The Arab Nation has to 
get rid of all weapons of mass destruction and the Arabs 
must force Israel to sign the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty," said Saad Kassem Hammudi, from the ruling 
fipyth Party's external affairs department. “It is not just 
necessary to make Israel sign this treaty, but also to ensure 
its installations and nuclear programmes are subjected to 
close surveillance,” he added. He told the Iraqi daily Babel 
that “the United States is backing and encouraging Israel 

*c\ frt frtrct* rhe> Arabs to mm m 


LLUll UJC urnicy ~ — ~-o L i L * ™ 

(in its nuclear programmes) to force tne A raos to lom in 
the peace process ” U.N. Security Council resolutions 
imposed on Iraq after the 1991 Gulf wrar called on Baghdad 
to destroy its arms of mass destruction and agree to the 
setting up of a long-term weapons monitoring system. 
Israel has neither confirmed nor denied reports it possesses 
nuclear weapons. 


Refugees flee Somaliland fighting 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — About 20,000 Somali refugees 
have crossed the border into Ethiopia to escape recent 
clashes in the self-styled independent state of Somalibiid, 
an official Ethiopians newspaper said Saturday. The Addfe 
Zemen newspaper said 19,531 Somali refugees and da- 

. . ‘ . 1 C natil mm. 


placed persons had sought refuge in Ethiopia and wen 
currently Jiving in five camps along the frontier. The 


fITIMg Mi . . .. -j — — . 

Ethiopian government expressed dismay at the new anWtis 

alt ’uHv nOO re.fiimM on if* 


at a time when there are already 185,000 refugees on its 
soil. The latest influx coincided with a week of dashes 
between the forces of the “president” of So m a lil an d , 
Mohammad Ebrahim Egal, and troops loyal to bis prede- j 
cessor Abdul Rahman Ahmad Ali “Tuur”, who founded | 
the breakaway “republic of Somaliland” and was ousted in 
February 1993. Mr. Tuur now opposes independence for 
Somaliland and has rallied to one of Somalia’s warlords, 
General Mohammad Farah Aideed. On Nov. 18, Mr, Egal* 
reported that attacks by rebel militias in Hargeisa, the main ■ 
town of Somaliland had left 60 dvffians and eight of his i 

. . _ . . » * i__ 


troops dead. Ethiopia has started a programme of volun- 
tary repatriation for Somali refugees which is due to 


taiy repatriation for Somali refugees which is due to . 
continue until the end of March but Addis Zemen says it i 
bas run into trouble and the local authorities in charge of 
looking after the refugees complain that the international 
community is not doing enough to solve the problem. 


Baby bom with single eye and no nose 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Egyptian woman has given birth to a 
baby girl with a single eye planted in the middle of her face, 
the semi-official daily Al Abram said Saturday. Tbe child 
has no nose or eyebrows on her large, square face and her 
eye is sited like a black point in the middle. Al Ahnuo 
published a photograph of the baby who is on a life support 
system and in a critical condition after being born Id 
40-year-old Enbaba Ahmad Tamm am. Doctors, who say 
they have never come across such a case, believe the child’s 
disfigurement could have been caused because her mother 
married her cousin, a practice which is very common in 
Egypt. The mother, who comes from the Beni Sue! 
province, 130 kilometres south of Cairo, has already bad 
six children and two miscarriages. 


European defence officials visit UAE 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Netherlands defence minister 
and senior officials from France and Britain are visiting the 
United Arab Emirates, the official Emirates News Agepcr i 


(WAM) reported on Saturday. Dutch Defence Mixiists 
Joris-Voorhoeve arrived in the UAE on Saturday and met 


Joris-Voorhoeve arrived in the UAE pn Saturday and met 
senitir officials, the agenepsaid. It did hot say how lotigbe 
would stay or what be would discuss. France’s army Chief 
of Staff Admiral Jacques Lanxade is also currently visiting 


which are prior to the UAE’s ID EX 95 Defence 
in March next year. At the last IDEX in 1993. the UAE I 


in March next year. At the last IDEX in 1993, the UAe 
made a major order for French Leclere battle tanks. Britaa 
bas some military personnel training the UAE’s armed 
forces. 


Ten die In floods in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Massive floods have killed at le as* 10 
people in southwestern Iran and caused widespread dam- 
age in more than 20 cities around the country, state 
television announced Saturday. Torrential rains which have 
been falling since Tuesday and overflowing rivers in’fiw 
provinces have caused infrastructural damage in 23 cities, it 
said. Bushehr, Kermanshah. Khuzestan, Lorestan gtv ^ 
Hamedan — in south, southwestern and western Iran — 
were most affected. More than 700 villages have been 
surrounded by water and some 10,000 homes as well as 
thousands of hectares (acres) of farmlands have been 
inn undated, Deputy Interior Minister Rassul Zargar said. 
Floods, caused by torrential rain, also hit the capital late 
Friday, notably the south and central districts of the dty. 


GCC countries discuss power grid 


i of power and water from the 
(GCC) met Saturday to discuss 


uuir cooperation Council (GCC) met Saturday to discuss 
several proposals, including setting up a $1.6 billion unified 
electricity grid. The grid would link Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 

Rfinroin anA Aitnr ir «i ■ - - ■ 


Bahrain and Qatar as part of the first phaseof a joint 
programme. Oman and the United Arab Emirates, farther 
«>uth on the Arabian Peninsula, would be later. 

Recommendations of the ministers will be presented to the 
OCC heads of state when they meet for their annual 
summit conference, scheduled this year for Dec. 19-2RB 
Manama, BahraimQatar has proposed a joint power plant, 
with the cost shared by all six GCC states. TTie minSere 


year 






25 *• “K* ■i®* "to proposals 

311 the GCCcoun tries hav 
started a drive recently to conserve power and water, 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Ji3S .... Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

2* Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
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French manufacturers seek j omt projects 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Saturday meets with visiting Australian parliamentarian 
~ Tim Fischer (Petra photo) 


J 
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Visiting Australian deputy discusses 
parliamentary, trade issues with officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Visiting 
Australian parliamentarian 
Tun Fischer, who is also lead- 
er of the National Party of 
Australia, Saturday met with 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Speaker of Senate 
Ahmad Lawzi, Speaker of 
the House Sa'd Hayel Srour 
and senior government offi- 
cials to discuss prospects for 
promoting trade and econo- 
mic relations. 

Dr. Majali briefed Mr. Fis- 
cher on the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East 
peace process and die Jorda- 
nian-IaraeU peace treaty, and 
discussed scopes of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Au- 
stralia in several economic, 
scientific and trade arenas. 


Mr. Fischer, who arrived 
from Israel Thursday on a 
four-day visit to Jordan, met 
earlier with Amin Husseini, 
secretary general of the Am- 
man Chambers of Commerce 
and discussed prospects of 
direct commercial flights be- 
tween Australia and Jordan. 

He also met with Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Secret- 
ary General Mohammad 
Smadi and discussed conven- 
ing the joint Jordanian-Au- 
stralian trade committee 
meeting in Amman in Febru- 
ary 1995. Mr. Fischer, who is 
also shadow minister for 
trade in Australia, met with 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Law- 
zi to acquaint himself with 
Jordan’s parliamentary life 


and discuss the peace treaty 
with Israel 

Mr. Lawzi said Australia 
could assist Jordan in for- 
warding its democracy and in 
achieving a comprehensive 
peace in the region. 

Mr. Fischer later met with 
the House Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour and reviewed 
Jordanian -Australian par- 
liamentary cooperation. The 
two discussed the idea of 
creating a Jordanian- Austra- 
lian parliamentary friendship 
society to further enhance 
cooperation and exchange 
expertise in parliamentary 
affairs. 

Mr. Fischer is expected to 
conclude his visit to Jordan 
today and fly to Lebanon. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Thirty French 
manufacturers and expor- 
ters seeking export orders 
as well as agency arrange- 
ments and technology 
transfer Saturday opened 
an exhibition in Amman in 
what French officials de- 
scribed as an event that 
would help boost Franco- 
Jordanian business links. 

The exhibition, opened 
by Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad Law- 
zi at Philadelphia Hotel, 
includes several key sectors 
of high importance to Jor- 
dan — water technology, 
agriculture, construction 
and foodstuffs — as well as 
computers, packaging in- 
dustries and hospital furni- 
ture. 

Most of the companies 
represented in the exhibi- 
tion come from Mon- 
tepellier in southern France 
under the umbrella of a 
regional chamber of com- 
merce. 

It is the second French 
commercial exhibition of 
its kind to be held in Jordan 
organised 1 by the Mon- 
tpellier- based SAM Inter- 
national Ttade headed by a 
French -Arab, Nadia Man- 
cbet. 

Ms. Manchet organised 
die first exhibition of 
French medical equipment 
and related products in - 
Amman in April and plans 
to organise a broader one 
in 1995 with the participa- 
tion of two chambers of 
commerce in France. Only 
15 firms were represented 


in that event. 

Cooperating with SAM 
International for the cur- 
rent event is local firm, 
Somcr Company Limited 
for Projects, Trade and 
Agencies.^ 

Addressing a press con- 
ference early Saturday, Ms. 
Manchet and Dominique 
Guy-Chevanne said French 
industries and exporters 
were taking strong interest 
in setting np business links 
with Jordan, particularly 
after the signing of the Jor- 
dan-Israel peace treaty. 

They said the current ex- 
hibition was mainly aimed 
at the Jordanian market, 
and expanding its reach to 
other areas and countries in 
die region though the King- 
dom was not an immediate 
priori ty. 

However, both of them 
expressed confidence that' 
Jordan could grow to be a 
-key link in regional trade as 
peace takes bold in the 
Middle East. 

Michel Duger, economic 
counsellor at the French 
embassy, told the press 
conference that French 
firms did not appear to be 
too keen on developing 
joint ventures with Jorda- 
nian firms if only because 
of die small size of the 
Jordanian market 

However, Ms. Guy-Che- 
vanne noted that the Mont- 
pellier region of France had 
a population of only two 
million, and many of the 
-companies in the area felt 
that Jordan, with a popula- 
tion of four million, was 
good enough for a start. 









Tift, " 


Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Saturday views French products on display at an exhibition he 
opened at Philadelphia Hotel (Petra photo) 


Mr. Doger said the ex-, 
hibition in Amman was 
strictly a private sector 
affair, and the French mis- 
sion here was only acting in 
an advisory capacity. 

He noted that French 
firms weie getting in- 
creasingly involved in con- 
tracts in Jordan and noted 
that French companies had 
signed several medium-size 
projects in the Kingdom, 
including a gas turbine pro- 
ject worth $16 million, a $8 
million telecommunica- 
tions project, a S25 milli on 
project related to a com- 
pound fertiliser project at 


Aqaba in addition to silos 
in Rnsseifa. 

French exports to Jordan 
totalled $200 million in 
1993; this year the figure is 
expected to go up by more 
than 10 per cent. 

Jordan's exports to 
France amounted to 
around S2 million, accord- 
ing to the Department of 
Statistics. 

Exhibitors in the week- 
long display include manu- 
facturers and producers of 
water and waste treatment 
plants, medical instru- 
ments, construction mate- 
rial, agricultural machin- 


ery, cosmetics, fruits, fruit 
juices, foundation treat- 
ment equipment, maps, 
dothes, communication 
equipment, motors and 
pumps, filters, hospital 
furniture, fertilisers, elec- 
tric power generators, com- 
puters and packaging as 
well as Renault cars. 

The firms’ representa- 
tives will also be holding 
talks with government offi- 
cials as well as private sec- 
tor organisations to explore 
and develop means to 
transfer technology and set 
up agency arrangements, 
Mr. Duger said. 



Road safety seminar looks 
at Swedish experience 



Students Saturday protest at the University of Jordan campus against academic regulations 
(photo by Rana Husseini) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Swedish 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Christian Bausch Saturday 
said that his country was in- 
tent on contributing towards 
Jordan’s efforts to deal with 
the chronic issue of road acci- 
dents and traffic problems. 

Speaking at the opening of 
a two-week training seminar 
on road safety organised by 
the Traffic Department, the 
ambassador. said IHat Sweden 
has provided traffip.aQd road 
safety experts to help the 
Traffic Department cope 
with related problems. 

According to the ambassa- 
dor, the traffic problems re- 
sult from three elements: 
motorists and pedestrians 
who use the roads, and the. 
condition of vehicles and 
roads, noting that accidents, 
which are increasing in num- 
ber annually, costing the 


country lives and property 
damage. 

According to Public Secur- 
ity Department (PSD) statis- 
tics obtained Saturday, a tot- 
al of 24,799 road accidents 
occurred in Jordan daring 
1993, causing the death of 
440 persons and injury to 
another 11,754. 

The PSD said that a total, 
'of 38,652 vehicles were in- 
volved in accidents on Jor- 
dan’s roach last year._ - - 

Mr. Bausch' said" he ex- 
pected the number of road 
accidents in Jordan to rise m 
the era of peace because of 
increased traffic expected as 
a result of rise in the level of 
shipped goods and road 
travel. 

Brigadier Nimer Hmoud, 
director of the Central Traffic 
Department in Amman said 
his office continues to coor- 
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eration in order to reduce the 
number of road accidents and 
stem traffic related problems. 

He siad the Traffic Depart- 
ment organised four previous 
training courses for traffic 
police who learned about 


opened the meeting saying 
that the PSD was taking ev- 
ery possible measure to deal 
with traffic issues. 

Several working papers to 
be reviewed at the seminar 


cover such issues as licencing 
of vehicles, prevention of 
road accidents, traffic fights, 
training of driving instruc- 
tors. rules concerning traffic 
regulations, traffic issues and 
other related topics. 

The participants will parti- 
cipate in workshops and 
visit areas of high traffic con- 
gestion. 


pr ?^ exam re ? ulations sentenced on Dec. 7 


‘Arab Afghans’ to be I Proposed UNIMED centre 


\ '■■■ By Rana Husseini 
[ ~ - and Cathy King 

j Special to the Jordan Times 

| J AMMAN — Students at the 
r ...University of Jordan Satur- 
| _«day protested against ex- 
r “.animation regulations and 
[ ■ threatened to boycott classes 
| ^. and organise further protests 
[ "^and demonstrations if nego- 
■ ‘ ‘ tiations with the university 
r administration proved un- 
j fruitful. 

r -■* According to university 
I —academic regulations, current 
J 3 -examination regulations 
' - '-stipulate that those retaking 
> -“courses they have failed can 
[ '-only attain a maximum of 60 
| “per cent and at the same 
.j -"time, the failing grade would 
! -'yiot be added to the students 
I "■ grade point average. 

1 “We did not demonstrate 
| -’here today for political 
V reasons, we only want our 
[ "'rights as students,” said a 
j student union member 
■^“addressing a peaceful protest 
_of men and women outside 
r the Faculty of Economics and 
| ,, Commerce. 

„f ,- m “We know that our uni- 
» jyersity is among those prom- 
| inent in Jordan, and we all 
) want to obtain recognised de- 
I ■■j’.grees, and it is upon this that 
! Ijwe have based our recom- 
* {Emendations and demands," 


he added. 

The student union, which 
organised the protest, called 
upon all students to unite 
with them, and issued a list of 
demands asking the adminis- 
tration to adjust these regula- 
tions. 

“Now the ball is in your 
court. You have elected us 
(the student union) and we 
represent you and your de- 
mands, but you too are re- 
sponsible to determine 
whether or not these rules are 
changed.” said another stu- 
dent to the outdoor gathering 
while other students not 
braving the cold listened 
from surrounding clas- 
srooms. 

*0 

“I would like to remind 
you that we are challenging 
the unjust regulations, we are 
not challenging the university 
president. But we want our 
demands met in fell and we 
will not give up," he added. 

Dean of Students' Affairs 
Mohammad Khreisat de- 
fended the university position 
saying the students had no 
right to discuss academic reg- 
ulations. 

“The students who retake 
courses are less than 7 per 
cent (of the student body) 
and we can’t change our reg- 
ulations for this number," 


Dr. Khreisat told the Jordan 
Times late Wednesday- 

One student from the 
crowd explained how he had 
provided a medical certificate 
to excuse him from taking an 
exam, but he said his teacher 
failed him. “I repeated the 
course and scored a 90 per 
cent, but because of the rules 
my grade was recorded as 60 
per cent,” the student said. 

The student union has two 
proposals, either change the 
regulations, or at least in- 
crease the maximum percen- 
tage to 75 for students who 
retake courses instead of the 
present 60 per cent. 

“There are many promin- 
ent universities all over the 
world who do not enforce 
these regulations, and they 
are more successful than our 
university.” claimed one of 
the protesters. 

“We are going to distribute 
a petition to be signed by all 
'students in support of our 
demands to be handed to the 
administration on Monday 
evening," said a protest orga- 
niser at the end of the 30- 
minute demonstration. Dr. 
Khreisat said the university 
administration and repre- 
sentatives of the students un- 
ion would meet today to dis- 
cuss the issue. 


AMMAN (AP) — Twenty- 
five people implicated in a 
campaign to destabilise the 
Kingdom with a spate of 
bombings and assassination 
plots will be sentenced on 
Dec. 7, the state Security 
Court announced Saturday. 

The three-man tribunal 
convened for a few minutes 
Saturday to announce the 
date for both the verdicts and 
sentencing after the prosecu- 
tion and defence concluded 
their cases. 

Since the trial began Aug. 
27, the prosecution has pro- 
duced confessions, evidence 
and witnesses against the de- 
fendants, three of whom are 
being tried in absentia after 
evading a security crackdown 
in February that resulted in 
the arrests. 

The others were rounded 
up after several bombings 
across the country which 
targetted mainly movie 
theatres showing pornog- 
raphic films and liquor stores. 
They also have been charged 
with plotting to kill politi- 
cians involve! in peace talks 
with Israel and attack West- 
ern targets. 

If found guilty, the men, 
most of them in their mid- 
20s, could be sentenced to 
death. 


State witnesses, mostly 
police officers, testified that 
primitive explosive devices 
that were seized from the 
homes of some of the defen- 
dants matched those that had 
exploded in Jordan in late 
1993 and early this year. 

Five defendants maintain 
they are innocent. The rest 
have pleaded guOty. 

Some of the defendants 
have retracted pre-trial con- 
fessions, claiming they were 
extracted under duress. 

The accused are known as 
“Arab Aghans,” a nickname 
given to volunteers who 
fought along with the Afghan 
Mujahedeen against the 
Soviet army in the 1980-1990 
Afghan war. 

The prosecution said that 
they were financed by Osama 
Ben Laden, a Saudi Arabian 
millionaire of Yemeni origin 
who shifted his bankrolling 
operations in Afghanistan to 
Muslim countries after the 
end of the Afghan war. 

Mr. Ben Laden, who is 
believed to be living in 
Sudan, allegedly also is back- 
ing extremists in Egypt and 
Algeria seeking to overthrow 
these regimes and replace 
them with puritanical Islamic 
governments. 


to play key regional role 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
University of Jordan and the 
Rome-based University of 
Mediterranean (UNIMED) 
Saturday agreed to sign an 
accord to establish a regional 
centre for UNIMED at the 
University of Jordan. 

According to an announce- 
ment by University of Jordan 
President Fawzi Gfaaraibeh, 
the agreement aims to coor- 
dinate cooperation between 
the two universities in the 
exchange of teaching staff, 
scholars and researchers and 
defining fields of common 
interests among Jordanian 
universities and others parti- 
cipating in UNIMED prog- 
rammes. 

In Jordan only the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and A1 al 
Bayt University aree mem- 
bers of the UNIMED group 
of 51 universities in the 
Mediterranean region. 

UNIMED is sponsored 
and financed by fee Euro-' 
pean Union (EU). 

Speaking in an opening 
address at the meeting of the 
UNIMED higher committee. 


Dr. Gharaibeh said fee Uni- 
versity of Jordan actively 
cooperates with other univer- 
sities and institutions, adding 
feat the university has scien- 
tific and academic agree- 
ments with universities and 
organisations around the 
world. UNIMED President 
Franco Rizzi delivered an 
address saying the peace era 
in the Mediterranean region 
will have a great influence on 
bringing future projects be- 
tween the region's universi- 
ties to success. 

Speakers at the ceremony 
also included President of the 
Second University of Tunisia 
Ali Bousneina who said he 
hoped that the UNIMED 
centre to be opened at fee 
University of Jordan will play 
a key role in the development 
and success of fee Arab uni- 
versities in fee region. 

Chairman of the 
Architectural Engineering in 
Department at fee University 
of Jordan Kamel Mabadin, 
who represents UNIMED at 
the university, said the centre 
will have a major role in 


attracting the best of the re- 
gion’s professors for 
academic research and coop- 
eration. He said it will also 
provide an opportunity to 
Jordanian universities* 
academic departments to join 
"UNIMED's research net- 
works. 

Also Saturday, the UNIM- 
ED delegation, accompanied 
by Dr. Gharaibeh, was re- 
ceived by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, a for- 
mer University of Jordan 

president himself. 

■ 

Dr. Majali was briefed by 
the visiting delegation on 
UNIMED's goals aiming to 
enhance cooperation be- 
tween fee region's universi- 
ties in the fields of the en- 
vironment, science, engineer- 
ing, agriculture, economy, 
literature, arts and 
architecture. 

1 > • 

The prime minister said 
Jordan was always keen to 
cooperate with scientific and 


academic institutions, espe- 
cially those m the Mediterra- 
nean region. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

F9m entitled “Operation Petticoat” at the American 
Center at 5:00 p.m. 


☆ Concert at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

^ Charity bazaar (includes books, tapes, clothes, and 
accessories) at Mu’tah University. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


& Exhibit entitled “Signs and Symbols: Communication 
and In terpreta tion from the Brandywine Workshop” at 
tbe American Center. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at Darat Al 
Funtm. 


Majali to visit new IDB head 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Sunday will visit the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) to meet with its 
newiy-appointed general manager, Rajab Al 
Saad. Mr. Saad succeeded Taher Kanaan as 
the bank’s new. general manager. Since 1973 
until his appointment, Mr. Saad was the 
bank’s deputy general manager. 

Jordan to attend 1SESCO 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate in 
the fifth session of the Islamic Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISES- 
CO) which will open in Damascus Sunday. 
Jordan will be represented at the meeting by 
Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawab- 


deh who left for the Syrian capital Saturday. 
The four-day conference will discuss several 
issues related to the organisation’s three-year 

J ilan, the conditions of the holy city of 
erusalem under Israeli occupation and ISES- 
CO's role in supporting cultural and educa- 
tional organisations in member states. 

House environment panel 
considers amending laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of 
Parliament Health and Environmental Safety 
Committee Saturday discussed ways of revis- 
ing and updating related legislation. The 
committee, meeting under Chairman Deputy 
Ahmad Qudah, derided to ask the minister of 
health to supply the committee with informa- 
tion on health services offered in Jordan by 
the private and public sectors. 


Commerce group seeks expanded 
cooperation with Dutch businesses 

i ■ ■ - 

AMMAN (Petra) Amman that his country was eager to ports to Holland rose from 
Qi amber of Commerce advance economic tie* wife JD 25.000 m 1983 m JD 10 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
Chairman Mohammad 
Asfour Saturday said that 
Jordan looks forward to joint 
economic ventures with the 
Netherlands, but added feat 
be hoped feat cooperation 
would not be confined to 
providing Dutch technical 
and administrative assistance 
to the Kingdom. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
a visiting Dutch trade delega- 
tion, Mr. Asfour said he 
would like to see active parti- 
cipation and partnership in 
economic schemes and Dutch 
assistance in ' opening new 
markets for Jordanian goods 
in the European countries. 

A spokesman for the 
Dutch team told Mr. Asfour 




that his country was eager to 
advance economic tic* wife 
Jordan, especially in the new 
era of peace and as Jordan is 
playing a key role in the 
Middle .East. 

The visiting delegation 
welcomed ideas from the 
Jordanian burin ess commun- 
ity aimed at increasing bi- 
lateral economic and trade 
ties. 

The Dutch team groups 
representatives of food and 
other industries who are here 
to explore areas for joint 
investments, according to a 
chamber statement. 

The statement said tii«t 
Jordan’s imports fro m the 
Netherlands rose from JD 24 
million in 1983 to JD 62 
million this year, while ex- 


JD 25,000 in 1983 to JD 10 
million last year. 

Jordan imports mainly live 
cattle, fresh meat, milk, 
cheese, seeds, cooking fat 
and oil and exports phos- 
phate, potash and limited 
shipments of fruits, and veget- 


Mr. Asfour said he hoped 
feat joint ventures would 
play a role in helping to 
adjust, the balance of trade 
between fee two countries 
and create new jobs' in 
Jordan. , 

The chamber statement 
said feat fee Dutch delega- 
tion was -expected to meet 
wife JoTdaman businessper- 
sons and tour industries In 
the country. 
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Opposition claims to have 


seized power- in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Opposition forces claimed 
Saturday to have seized pow- 
er in the former Soviet Re- 
public of Chechenya. after a 
bloody battle in die capital 
Grozny, Russian news agen- 
cies reported. 

Umar Avturkhanov. the 
chairman of the opposition 
Provisional Council said 
opposition forces had taken 
power from President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported. 

A Dudayev government 
spokesman said however that 
the opposition tank assault 
had failed and that 200 rebels 
had been killed and that 20 of 
the force's 30 armoured vehi- 
cles had been destroyed, In- 
terfax News Agency re- 
ported. 

The fierce battle that 
started early Saturday cen- 
tred around the presidential 
palace, which government 
forces successfully defended. 

There was also fighting 
around the television tower 
and the Department of 
Security, Interfax said quot- 
ing the government chief of 
staff. 

The Russian Federal 
Counter-Intelligence Service 
told Interfax in Moscow that 
the television tower had been 
taken by the opposition. But. 
the government chief of staff 
said government forces had 
retaken the vital installation. 

The opposition forces, 
armed and paid by Russia, 
penetrated the capital of the 
breakaway republic and 
appeared to be taking the 


entrances to Grozny and 
were attacking the city centre 
from three directions, he 
said. 

Mr. Dudayev, a former 
Soviet Air Force general who 
declared this mostly Muslim 
Caucasus Republic indepen- 
dent from Russia in 1991, was 
directing his forces from the 
presidential palace, Interfax 
News Agency said, giving no 
source. 

But the opposition 
appeared to dominate the 
city after committing its full 
force of about 2,500 men, 20 
tanks and about 15 other 
armoured vehicles to the 
offensive, which began with a 
massive helicopter attack on 
the city outskirts Friday. 

Mr. Dudayev’s forces num- 
bered an estimated 1,200 
men. including those holed 
up around the presidential 
palace, where four dead sol- 
diers and three destroyed 
armoured cars could be seen. 

Opposition spokesman 
Ruslan Martagov said early 
Saturday his forces had taken 
control of the internal secur- 
ity and interior ministries, 
although this was denied by 
government spokesmen, 
Russian news agencies re- 
ported. 

No aircraft were seen in 
the latest fighting which be- 
gan early in the morning. 

But Mr. Dudayev's vice 
president, Zyelimhan Yan- 
darbiyev, said five opposition 
helicopters had attacked dur- 
ing the fighting, Interfax re- 
ported. 


Russian opposition, which 
has suffered in the past from 
a lack of cohesion between 
three main rival factions, was 
being led by Beslan Gante- 
mirov. 

The streets rang with the 
hammer of machine gun tire, 
two buses were burned out 
and almost no civilians ven- 
tured outdoors, although a 
few audacious kiosk owners 
remained, open near the bat- 
tle area sellmg cigarettes and 
snacks. 


Mr. Dudayev has been 
under massive pressure from 
Moscow and its allies within 
Chechenya since he was 
elected president in 1991 and 
immediately declared his oil- 
rich Muslim' republic of 1.2 
million people independent 
The opposition, grouped 
under what it calls the Pro- 
visional Council, admits to 
being funded and armed by 
Russia, but both the Council 
and Moscow deny Mr. 
Dudayev’s accusations that 
Russian troops are taking 
part in the conflict 



A Chechen soldier stands on an APC, guarding the presidential palace on the central square of Grozny, the capital of the 
Russian republic of Chechenya (AFP photo) 


Mr. Yandazbiyev also told 
Interfax that three Russian 
crews had been captured in 
Saturday’s fighting, Interfax 
said. 

The assault was the first 
time opposition troops had 
fought their way into the city 
centre after months of spor- 
adic, low-level warfare. 


upper hand after four hours 


On Friday 40 helicopter 


of fighting, an AFP corres- 
pondent reported from 
Grozny. 

Opposition units could be 
seen controlling the major 


gunships bearing' Russian 

idea t 


markings pounded the Groz- 
ny Airport and other govern- 
ment-held positions, accord- 


ing to Russian news agencies. 
The 


offensive by the pro- 


Six rebels were killed and 
another 10 wounded in Groz- 
ny Saturday, ITAR-TASS 
said. 

TASS quoted a spokesman 
for the Provisional Council as 
saying the losses were caused 
mainly by government snip- 
ers on the top of the pres- 
idential palace in central 
Grozny. 


a ■ 

£. Timor governor urges end to unrest 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
governor of East Timor 
Saturday called for an end to 
the unrest which has plagued 
the former Portuguese colony ' 
since Nov. 12, the third 
anniversary of a massacre , of 
East Timorese protestors by 
Indonesian troops. 


Speaking to a gathering ot 
15^000 people in the terri- 
tory’s main city Dili, Gov- 
ernor Abilio Jose Osorio 
Soares called the unrest “a 
disturbing development” 
undertaken by a minority of 
East Timorese, police and 
military sources said. 


A spokesman in the gov- 
ernor’s office said Mr. Soares 
also appealed in his hour- 
long speech, to the people of 
East Tim6r.ro stay away from 
any further demonstrations. 

The gathering "was' railed?, 
by Mr. Soares in the wake of 
civic unrest that started on 
No v . 12, the t b i r d 
anniversary of the. Dili mas- 
sacre in which Indonesian 
troops killed scores of pro- 
independence demonstra- 
tors. 

The disturbances left one 
person dead and several in- 
jured in Dili. A total of 30 
people have been arrested so 


far, and the spokesman said 
they would be tried on cri- 
minal charges. 


East Timor military 
spokesman Major Laedan 


- Simbolon said -by telephone 


that tbere ,; was a small com- 
motion atfoe -end of Satur- 
day’s gathering, with young 
people throwing plastic water 
bottles into the crowd. 




Maj. Simbolon dismissed 
the incident as negligible and 
said no arrests were made. 

But sources in Dili said 
four youths were arrested af- 
ter they were caught throw- 
ing stones at the gathering. 


De Klerk: NP to seek full majority rule 


PRETORIA (AFP) — De- 
puty Preslden F.W. De Klerk 
said Saturday that his Nation- 
al Party (NP) was not “mar- 
ried” indefinitely to South 
Africa's current powershar- 
ing arrangement at executive 
level. 


first real aooraisal by the NP 


of its ro 


ippraisal 
le in e 


government 
since it lost power to Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela’s Afri- 


Speaking here at the 
annual congress in in PWV 
province of his National Par- 
ty (NP), Mr. De Klerk indi- 
cated that the NP, which 

| 

holds seven posts in the 29- 
seat multiparty cabinet, 
would call for the introduc- 
tion of full majority rule from 
1999. 


But, he added, the party 
will in the interim seek to 
increase its share of the vote 
to ensure a healthy balance of 
power and will push For 
mechanisms that will protect 
minority interests. 

The congress marks the 


can National Congress 
(ANQ in historic all-race 
elections in April. 

South Africa's current in- 
terim constitution allows the 
second and third biggest par- 
ties to hold cabinet seats, but 
the ANC has said it will 
demand the scrapping of this 
arrangement when the draft- 
ing of the final constitution 
begins next year. 

After his address to the 650 
Congress delegates, Mr. De 
Klerk told a press conference 
the NP NP will support this 
position — so terminating the 
five-year sunset clause which 
gives minority parties execu- 
tive powers. 

“We are not married to the 
rigorous form of power-shar- 
ing as ' if is . now in the 


cabinet," Mr. De Klerk said. 

He rejected what he called 
the “lose-lose” Westminister 
system, suggesting that the 
proportional representation 
electoral system could still be 
a feature of South African 
politics in the future. 

“There are other mechan- 
isms we can use,” Mr. De 
.Klerk said. 

' “For example, if a party 
gets more than 50 per cent of 
die vote, it should form a 
cabinet, but you could write 
into the constitution that de- 
cisions on (certain key issues) 
will not be finalised by the 
cabinet but by another body 
which is more representa- 
tive.” 

Mr. De Klerk rebuffed cri- 
ticism by delegates that the 
NP had assumed too low a 
profile since the elections and 
had allowed Mr. Mandela to 
: hog tiie limelight. 


■ 

Party rebellion threatens Murayama 


TOKYO (R) — Rightwing 
Socialists threatened Satur- 
day to break away from 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
'Murayama’s party by Janu- 
ary. a move which could 
bring down his five-month 
old coalition government. 

Seventy-eight lawmakers, 
mostly right-leaning Social- 
ists but including some from 
-centrist allies m the Sakigake 
Party and the opposition 
Shinseito, took part in a rally 
at which the threat was aired, 
group officials said. 

Their objective was surviv- 
al. Political analysts say the 
Socialist rightwingers and 
like-minded colleagues in 
other parties started the 
movement to prevent them- 
selves being sucked into an 
emerging two-party system. 

Last week parliament 
enacted long-pending politic- 
al reform bills to introduce a 
single-seat electoral system, 
the first overhaul of Japan's 
constituencies in 70 years. 
This has accelerated a politic- 
al realignment. 

Last week 10 non-Com- 
munist opposition parties de- 
cided to unite to form the 
New Frontier Party” and 


•it 


elect a party chief next 
month. 

The Frontiers have a single 
aim — to force Mr. 
Murayama to call early- 
general elections and grab 
power from him and the long- 
ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), the dominating 
bloc in his ruling coalition. 

Murayama need not rail 
elections before 1997 but he 
could be forced to do so if the 
Socialist right bolted from the 
coalition. and robbed him.of a 
working a majority. 

Mr. Murayama’s three- 
party alliance holds 294 seats 
in the' 5il -member lower 
house,' foe decisive chamber. 

The closely watched list of 
participants in Saturday’s 
meeting included about half 
of the 72 Socialist lower 
house members- It was not 
clear if everyone taking part 
-was firmly .committed to a 
new party since the rally was 
only dubbed a symposium. 

“Political realignment is 
just about to start,” Socialist 
Party Secretary-General 
Wataru Kubo said in his 
address. “We must select 
with the people ihai colour, 
words and the standird-bear- 


*v 


er of a new political creed 
The leader of the group, 
former Socialist Chairman 
Sadao Yamahana, said his 


group would try to persuade 
Socialist Party to hold a 


the 


convention in January to dis- 
solve the party in favour of a 
new, enlarged party. 

If the Socialist leadership 
refused, Mr. Yamahana said, 
the group would formally 
■break away on Jan. 17, just 
before parliament convenes 
for a regular 150-day session. 

No vote was taken and it 
remained to be seen just how 
many lawmakers Mr. Yama- 
hana and Mr. Kubo could get 
to join a new party. 

Mr. Murayama's leftist 
supporters in the .Socialist 
.Party, while not totally 
opposed to forming a new 
party out of the current 
grouping, fear it could mean 
a swing to the right and 
splintering of leftist forces. 

“Nobody wants a small 
party,” Murayama spokes- 
man Kozo Igarashi told a 
separate news conference- 
Saturday. “If we must form a 
new party it should not be a 
tiny force. We must preserve 
party unity. 


IT 


Party revolt against Major 
is seen crumbling 


LONDON (R) — A party 
revolt against Prime Minister 
John Major over Europe was 
crumbling Saturday, but re- 
bels showed their anger by 
accusing him of Nazi-style 
tactics and of making the 
government a laughing stock. 

A small core of right-wing 
Conservative members of 
parliament had threatened a 
showdown with major Mon- 
day in a vote on a bill to boost 
Britain’s payments to the 
European Union (EU). 

But Mr. Major threatened 
be would call an election if 
they scuppered the bill and 
potential cabinet rivals for his 
job vowed not to stand in his 
way. 

On Friday, an amendment 
to the bill was tabled by 18 
defiant rebels — unlikely to 
be enough to defeat Mr. Ma- 
jor who can rely on Northern 
Irish allies to bolster his slim 
majority of 14 seats. 

But, amid claims that Con- 
servative leaders were press- 
uring local branches effec- 
tively to sack any members of 


parliament who rebelled, 
some appeared to back off, 
but angrily. 

“The cabinet will win its 
vote Monday but in the pro- 
cess has made itself the 
laughing stock of the British 
people,” Sir George Gardin- 
er, one of the 18, told a party 
meeting. 

Sir Nicholas Fairbaim, an 
outspoken critic of Mr. Ma- 
jor’s record as leader, com- 
pared his drastic efforts to 
bring rebels into line with 
Nazi Germany. 

“I am not going to see 
democracy have its face rub- 
bed in the dirt, elected mem- 
bers of parliament treated 
like delegates to the Nurem- 
berg rally in which they raise 
their hands and say *heil hit- 
ler' he told BBC Radio 
Scotland. 

Bill Cash, a prominent re- 
bel, played down widespread 
speculation that anti-Euro- 
pean Conservative members 
of parliament would mount a 
leadership challenge against 
Mr. Major later in the week. 


Rainier 



oes 


heart 


surgery 


PARIS (R) — Prince Rainier 
of Monaco underwent heart 
bypass surgery Friday, the 
palace announced. 

There was no imm ediate 
word on his condition follow- 
ing the operation. 

The surgery was performed 
on Prince Ramier, who is 71 
years old, on Friday after- 
noon at Monaco’s Centre for 
Heart and Thoracic Medi- 
cine, according to a state- 
ment. 

The decision to operate 
was made a few days ago by 
Dr. Jean- Joseph Pastor, the 
prince’s long-time heart spe- 



Prince Rainier 


cialisL, following a regular 
checkup, the statement said. 

A bypass operation is 
usually carried out when the 
small blood vessels serving 
the heart muscle become 
blocked due to age and dis- 
ease and are surgically re- 
placed with healthy vessels 
grafted from another part of 
the body, such as the teg. 


Clinton changes to deal 


with a new Washington 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton, who 
took office vowing change, is 
revising everything from his 
rhetoric to his staff as he 
faces a dramatically different 
political world in 
Washington. 

Mr. Clinton, spending the 
Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend at Camp David, has 
been doing extensive soul- 
searching in the wake of elec- 
tions that put Republicans in 
charge of both foe House and 
Senate for the first time in 
more than 40 years. 

“My job is to stand up for 
the interest of ordinary 
Americans,” Mr. Clintont 
old reporters earlier in the 
week in defining his new role 
a president whose follow 
Democrats are in the 
minority. 

“That's what I will do,” be 
said. “I will do my very best 
to work with them (Republi- 
cans) where we can work 
together.” 

The words reflect a diffe- 
rent, more humble Clinton. 
When he took office nearly 
two years ago, Mr. Clinton 
talked more ambitiously — ; 
about changing ’ the world.' 
Nflfo the. world of Washing-, 
ton has been changed. 

Republicans will be in 
charge when the new Con- 
gress takes over in January, 
and Mr. Clinton is stressing 
his “centrist” side — the one 
that shares common ground 
with the new powerbrokers. 

The ripples from the elec- 
tion are likely to wash away 
some of the players now in 
the administration — with 
White House political direc- 
tor Joan Baggett the first 
victim. Officials say her re- 
placement soon will be 
announced. 

It appears likely that Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers, 
who survived an earlier 
attempt to oust her, will be 
replaced — probably by State 
Department spokesman 
Mike McCurry. 

Lloyd Cutler, who was 
brought in temporarily as Mr. 


Clinton’s legal adviser and 
continues as a White House 
consultant, candidly acknow- 
ledges the need to overhaul 
the communications opera- 
tion. 

“One could argue that a 
more experienced press 
team, one that came from the 
ranks of journalists, and that 
the journalists trusted, 
should be brought in to re- 
place the Clinton press 
team,” Mr. Cutler said in an 
interview in foe current issue 
of Columbia Journalism Re- 


view. 


Ironically, the rise of Re- 
publicans to power has tem- 
pered some of the calls for a 
more massive shake-up of the 
administration, according to 
insiders. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, whose days at 
the State Department 
appeard numbered earlier in 
the year, now is expected to 
remain in his post. 

Officials say Mr. Clinton 
now has too many other more 
pressing concerns and no de- 
sire to add to the workload by 
nominating 1 a new secretary 
of state — a process -that 
would require confirmation 
hearings before a Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee headed by Senator Jesse 
Helms, a Clinton critic. 


Although Treasury Secret- 
ary Lloyd Bentsen has denied 
speculation he was consider- 
ing stepping down soon, eco- 
nomic adviser Robert Rubin 
has been mentioned as a 
possible successor. 

Mr. Clinton will soon name 
a replacement for Agricul- 
ture Secretary Mike Espy, 
who announced his resigna- 
tion following news reports 
he accepted gifts from com- 
panies regulated by his de- 
partment. 

Texas Governor Ann 
Richards, who on Nov. 8 lost 
her reelection bid to George 
-Bush, the son of the former 
president, has been men- 
tioned as a posable replace- 
ment for Mr. Espy. 


Bangladesh Muslims vow to block Commonwealth visit 


DHAKA (R) — Radical 
Muslims threatened on Satur- 
day to stop any new move by 
Commonwealth Secretary- 
General Chief Emeka Any- 
aoku to mediate in Bang- 
ladesh's political crisis, in-' 
duding blockading the capit- 
al's airport. 

“We will resist any plan by 
Emeka (Anyaoku) to visit 
Bangladesh. We will besiege 


the airport so he cannot enter 
the city,” said Moulana Faz- 
lul Huq Am ini. leader of foe 
United Action Council, in a 
statement. 

“He has no business here.” 

Opposition forces said> 
Chief Anyaoku would be 
welcome only if his ideas 
dovetailed with their persis- 
tent demands that foe gov- 
ernment step down and allow 


a neutral, caretaker adminis- 
tration to call early elections. 

An official said Chief Any- 
aoku was prepared to return 
to Bangladesh after his en- 
voy, Sir Ninian Stephen, 
failed to broker an agree- 
ment. 

Sir Ninian left Dhaka Mon- 
day after five weeks of ex- 
haustive. but unsuccessful, 
diplomacy. 


“Emeka (Anyaoku) has 
offered to make himself 
■availabte for a second go in the 
mediation effort, but he 
made no definite proposal 
nor set any date.” 

The official said Chief 
Anyaoku made his offer in 


separate ^messages to Prime 


-mister Begum Khaleda Zia 
'and main opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina. 


Cambodia general: Massacre is a lesson for Thais 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) 
— A Cambodian army com- 
mander said Saturday Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas were re- 
sponsible for foe massacre of 
more than 20 Thai loggers 
but his troops could not take 
action because the killings 
were in a guerrilla-controlled 
area. 

Lieutenant-General Khan 
Savoeun, commander of the 
Fourth Military Region, said 
the killings this week should 
be a warning to Thais not to 
do business with the out- 
lawed rebel faction. 

“It didn't take place in our 
area. It happened in foe 
Khmer Rouge-controlled 
zone. Therefore, we can't do 
anything about it.” he told 
Reuters. 

A senior Thai army source 
earlier confirmed that 24 peo- 
ple, including some Cambo- 
dians, had been massacred in 
the remote Cboam Khsan 
district in Cambodia’s far- 
northern Preah Vihear pro- 
vince. 

Gen, Savoeun said that 
central Cboam Khsan district 
was held by the government 
but “some remote bushy 
areas were controlled by foe 


rebels.” 

Khmer Rouge Radio moni- 
tored in Phnom Penh Satur- 
day denied responsibility for 
foe massacre. 

“The national army of 
Democratic Kampuchea 
(Khmer Rouge) immediately 
and absolutely deny this 
fabricated, cheating and com- 
mon ploy.” foe radio state- 
ment said. 

But one survivour, who 
was shot in foe arm as he 
escaped, told Reuters in 
Bangkok that Khmer Rouge 
rebels had rounded up 33 
Thai workers and demanded 
a five million baht (5200,000) 
ransotn from their Thai em- 
ployers. 

When their demands were 
not met. foe Khmer Rouge 
lined the loggers up and shot 
them, the suivivour said. 

Gen. Savoeun said the 
Thai loggers were murdered 
on the orders of foe notorious 
.one-legged Khmer Rouge 
Commander Ta Mok, whose 
nickname is “the butcher.” 

Ta Mok, a veteran Khmer 
Rouge commander during 
the “killing fields” era* 
earned his nickname for a 
series of bloody purges 


against politically suspect 
eastern zone cadres in foe 
late 1970s. 

The Khmer Rouge were 
tesponsible for foe death of 
at least one million Cambo- 
dians from execution, disease 
and starvation during their 
brutal reign, from 1975 until 
1979. 

Cambodians have little 
sympathy for Thais who con- 
tinue to do business with foe 
Khmer Rouge and General 
Savoeun said the massacre 
revealed the insurgents’ true 
nature. 

“It's the Khmer Rouse's 
nature. They not only Kill 
them (Thais) but also 
Khmers,” he said. 

“It’s a warning that they 
(Thais) should not deal with 
the Khmer Rouge any 
longer.” 

Meanwhile. Cambodian 
co-Defence Minister Tea 
Barth said Saturday that foe 


military had recently purch- 


ased 40 tanks from foe Czech 
Republic and another 50 
from Poland. 

He added that 10 
armoured personnel carriers 
(APCs) would also be arriv- 
ing with the tanks, but re- 


fused to say when. 

“The Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces cannot just 
use their empty hands to de- 
fend their territory... so we 
need arms to defend 
ourselves.” 

A senior defence official, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied, said the Russian de- 
signed T-55 tanks and APCs 
had been bought cehaply. 
“The price of each tank was 
less than a Toyota Land 
Cruiser,” the official told 
AFP. 

First Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh recently 
told reporters that the De- 
fence Ministry had been 
scouring the world for good 
deals on armaments. 

He said the army planned 
to buy AK-47 guns and 
ammunition from South Afri- 
ca. “bouth Africa got them 
from Namibia and they sell 
them very cheap,” he said. 

The government had also 
bought arms from the 
Seychelles, the prince said. 
These were obtained at half 
price because foe weapons 
had been part of a smuggled 
shipment seized by the 
Seychelles authorities. 


Roger Moore's 
wife denies 
marriage rift 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
wife of former 007 Roger 
Moore insisted that their 


marriage is not over, despite 


rumours of an affair 
blonde millionairess, in an 
interview in Saturday’s Daily 
Mirror. But Luisa Moore 
admitted that they had been 
separated for 12 months after 
26 years of marriage. Luisa 
claimed Christina was just 
another woman who was 
“trying to spread a rumour 
that they are in love.” “Our 
marriage is oot over,” she 
insisted. Speaking at her Be- 
verley Hills home, Luisa said 
it was foe former James 
Bond’s cancer that drove 
them apart, not his rela- 
tionship with Christina Thol- 
strup, a friend of Denmark’s 
Queen Margrethe. “Our 
separation is not because of 
that woman... she’s just not a 
person Mr. Moore is likely to 
be with. The mentalities are 
totally different,” she said. 
Moore, 68, whose 12-year 
stint in foe Bond films began 
in 1973, was admitted to hos- 
pital in Los Angeles a year 
ago for suigery on his pros- 
tate. He then underwent six 
months of rehabilitation and 
drug therapy. 


Police raid yields 
nude photos of 
Dewi Sukarno 

BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
police raid on a Bangkok 
house yielded hundreds of 
pornographic video cassettes, 
magazines and books, one of 
which contained nude photos 
of the widow of the late 
Indonesian President Sukar- 
no, a news report said Satur- 
day. Police raided foe house 
earlier this week after receiv- 
complaints that many 


in 



loolchildren in the area 
possessed pornographic 
material. The Nation said. 
Found in foe house were 700 
pornographic movies and 600 
magazines and books, one of 
which contained nude photo- 
graphs of Dewi Sukarno, the 
jetsetting widow of President 
Sukarno, it said. Police 
arrested two men and 
charged them with produc- 
ing, possessing and distribut- 
ing pornographic material. 
The publication last year of 
Syuga, a book- that featured 
nude photos of Japanese- 
born Dewi Sukarno, sparked 
outrage and protests in In- 
donesia. Some members of 
parliament urged the govern- 
ment to strongly warn her, 
white others called for legal 
action since she was still an 
Indonesian citizen. The In- 
donesian government last 
November banned the book, 
saying it could besmirch the 
name of foe country’s first 
president, insult Indonesians 
and create ‘’uneasiness” 
among foe people that could 
disrupt public order. 


Madonna’s 

baseball 

uniform auctioned 
for $12,300 

TOKYO (AFP) — A base- 

1 iv ■#_ ' « 


ball uniform worn by pop star 

e filr 


Madonna in the film A 
Lea g u e Of Their Own fetch- 
ed 1.21 million yen ($12,300) 
in an auction here. A 44- 
year-old office worker suc- 
cessfully bid for foe uniform. 
I The auction also included 
1 items worn by U.S. sports 
figures. 


Chinese city 
to fine residents 
for allowing flies 

BEIJING (AFP) — The 
southern Chinese city of 
Guangzhou has launched an 
intensive campaign against 

fllAO * “j. 


fifes. ^stipulating heavy fines 


of 2,000 yuan ($235) for ev- 
ery insect discovered, foe 
Beijing Daily said Friday. 
The municipal government 
took foe decision to intro- 
duce the fine in recent days, 
as part of efforts to rid the 
booming city of flies, foe 
report said. It cited two re- 
rant cases of restaurants 
being punished after fliesi 
were discovered in foe estab- k 
lishments. The Huangsfaa 
Restaurant was fined 15,000 
yuan and ordered to clean up 
its act when dozens of flies 
were found hovering on live 
fowls kept in cages by foe 
fdoor. and at least 10 were 
discovered in Ac kiteben, it 
said, adding that the Yuyuan 
Restaurant was forced to pay 
10,000 yuan for just two flies. 

CJtina’s Communist author- 
ities have launched numerous 
campaigns against certain 
animals and insects, with a 
nationwide call f or foe eli- 
mination of sparrows during 
*e Cultural Revolution 
among foe most well-known 
rases. During Beijing’s bid 
5 s1 year to host the Olympic 
Gaines, the municipal au- 
thorities ordered foe number 
of foes m the capital to be cut 
to a set level in order to 
impress International Olym- 
pic Committee delegations. 
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Wbrid News 

Situation in Bihac critical 
as rivals fight near hospital 


SARAJEVO (R) — - Muslim 
and Serb forces fought close 
to a hospital crowded with 
war wounded in Bihac town 
Saturday and United Nations 
peacekeepers described the 
situation in the U.N.-desig- 
nated “safe area” as critical. 

The . Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) gave die town's gov- 
ernment defenders an ultima- 
tum to surrender by 8 p.m. 
(1900 GMT) after capturing 
up to 25 per cent of the U.N. 
protected zone around it. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman 
Jan-Dirk Merveldt said fight- 


*ng erupted during Saturday 
morning on the edge of the 
safe area two kilometres from 
die hospital and added: 

“If you were in the hospit- 
al, you would hear and feel it 
and you might perhaps think 
yon were in the middle of it." 
--conditions for about 
70,000 Muslim civilians m the 
northwestern Bosnian town 
were increasingly desperate. 

Colum Murphy, deputy 
bead of UNPROFOR civil 
affaire, told reporters that 
peacekeeping efforts had 
reached a crunch point. “I 
won’t hide from you the fact 



that this certainly is a critical 
time.” . 

The Serbs, undeterred by 
NATO air strikes, said they 
had encircled Bihac town 
with only one road left open 
to allow refugees to flee 
north to safer Muslim-held 
territory. 

Families who wanted to 
escape were charged 50 Ger- 
man marks (S35) a litre for 
blackmariket fuel when they 
could find it. 

Front lines between the 
two sides were unchanged 
during the night despite some 
shelling and other exchanges 



of Are but U.N. peacekeep- 
ers said the satellite village of 
VedrO Polje was added to 
Serb gains Friday. 

General Manojlo Milova- 
novic, commanding the Bos- 
nian Serb tank and artillery 
onslaught on the enclave, set 
the surrender deadline on 
Friday night. 

He guaranteed the safety 
of civilians and of soldiers of 
the government army's 5th 
Corps who laid down their 
rifles. 

Gen- Mflovanovic prom- 
ised not to harm General Atif 
Dudakevic, commander of 
the Bosnian army 5th Corps 
in Bihac, if he joined the 
surrender but added: “If he 
rejects (the ultimatum), be 
wfl] be fully responsible for. 
the suffering of bis troops.” 

The U.N. saw the ultima- 
tum as a threat to over-run 
Bihac, an act of defiance 
from which Serbs avoided in 
previous assaults on safe 
areas such as Gorazde and 
Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. 

It would be the most se- 
rious challenge to their au- 
thority that U.N. countries 
have faced in efforts to res- 
tore peace in Bosnia after 32 
months of fighting. 

UNPROFOR’s Murphy 
said U.N. diplomatic efforts 
Saturday would be intense 
and continuous on the part of 
senior U.N. officials who 
were concerned that a turn- 
ing point might have been 
reached in the conflict. 

“It is quite clear we have 
failed to deter an attack on 
the safe area,” he added. 
“What we do about it now is 
the important thin g. Clearly 
all of us have failed up to this 
point.” 

Serb political leaders in- 
creased pressure on the Bos- 
nian government to accept a 
permanent ceasefire across 


Nikola Kojjevk (centre), dose aide to Bosnian' peace talks at Sarajevo airport. Mr. Kojjevic creased pressure oi 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, gestures as he said that he proposed a ceas efi re for all nian government t< 
talks to journalists after the U.N.-mediated Bosuia-Herzegovina (AFP) photo) permanent ceasefi 

Indian states start crucial polls 2 die in 


NEW DELHI (R) — Voting 
began in the south Indian 
state of Karnataka Saturday, 
starting two weeks of intense 
anxiety for Prime Minister 
P;V. -Narasnnha’ Rao that 
rankL'-affectr hisfuture. yt 

Only on Dec. 9 will results 
start flowing in from Karna- 
taka, and three other states 
voting for assemblies in elec- 
tion which are widely seen as 
a referendum on Mr. Rao's 
leadership and a pointer to 
the next general election. 

Goa and Sikkim have 
already voted and the tough 
Chief Election Commissioner 
T.N. Seshan, who has 
changed the nature of Indian 
campaigning, has decreed 
that no counting will take 
dace till after Andhra 
rradesh ends voting on Dec. 
6. 

That is to ensure, he says, 
that results in one area do not 
influence voting in another. 

It is the Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh votes that 
count for Mr. Rao and his 
Congress Party, which rules 


both states. 

Opinion polls, political 
analysts and even senior Con- 
gress officials say things are 
looking bad for the party in 
both states, -despite- cheery 
Statements predicting certain 
victory from Mr. Rao and 
regional Congress leaders. 

“The minute the prime 
minister declared that these 
polls were not a referendum 
on his leadership, we knew 
we were in worse trouble 
than we thought,” said one 
senior Congress official who 
asked not to be identified. 

Predictions are compli- 
cated by Mr. Seshan 's clamp- 
down on irregularities that 
were an everyday feature of 
past elections. 

He is scrutinising election 
expenses intensely, insisting 
all politicians stick to a strict 
code of conduct he has issued 
and providing heavy security 
that has almost eradicated 
the violence usually associ- 
ated with election campaigns. 

Political analysts say all 
this could lead to a higher 


turnout, especially among 
women and low-caste people 
often too scared to go and 
vote. 

In Karnataka, where most 
ptintiits predict af hone ££sem- 
bly, the left or centre- Janata- 
Dal is > sjeen as likely jq; 
emefge' as th4 biggeSt'party. 
It could form the government 
with the help of breakaway 
Congress faction. 

In Andhra Pradesh, the 
regional Telugu Desam Par- 
ty is in a neck and neck race 
with Congress and local opin- 
ion polls predict it could pull 
off a stunning win that would 
seriously embarrass Mr. Rao 
in his home state. 

“If he can't win his own 
state, what prospects are 
there of him leading os to 
victory in 1996 (general elec- 
tions)?*' groaned the senior 
Congress official in New 

Delhi. 

■ 

Should the predictions! 
come true, Mr. Rao is likely 
to be challenged again from 
within Congress. 


bomb 
attack on 



‘Yes’ vote may not mean ‘yes’ 
in Norwegian EU referendum 


OSLO (AFP) — Even if the 
pro-Europe camp pnlls off an 
upset in Norway’s referen- 
dum on joining the European 
Union (EU) Sunday, anti- 
Europe forces have vowed to 
'block ratification in parlia- 
j mem. 

Ratification requires a 
* three-quarters majority, 
which means dial opponents 
need 42 votes to block pas- 
sage in the 165-seat assembly. 
The Centre Party and Left 
Socialists, who together hold 
45 of them, have threatened 
to block ratification. 

Norwegian Prime Minister 
Dm Harlem Brundtland, the 
country’s strongest champion 
of EU membership, said of 
their threat: “I won't belive it 
until I see it.** 

“But should it happen, we 
will find ou selves in a crisis 
the likes of which has never 
been seen here before.” she 
warned. 

Opinion polls have consis- 
tently indicated that a major- 
ity of Norwegians will vote 
against joining the EU. But 
the “yes" camp has gained 
ground in recent weeks, and 
the possibility of a slight 
“yes” majority has oppo- 
nents worried. 

Worried enough to prompt 
them to declare that they will 
block ratification even if a 
small majority says “yes.” in 
order to “project the large 
minority,’* Left Socialist 
leader and EU opponent 
3 ^ik Solbexm said. 

Ms. Brundtland has 
threatened to dissolve parlia- 
ment and call new elections if 
*he current parliament votes 
against ratification. 


“I have always been 
against implementing the 
power of dissolution. But 
now I*m more open to the 
feet there can be good reason 
to do so,” she said. 

There is currently no pow- 
er of dissolution under the 
Norwegian constitution. To 
implement that power, Ms. 
Brundtland would need to 
call a vote on a proposal 
granting that power, submit- 
ted in 1992. 

A two-thirds majority is 
required to adopt that prop- 
osal. and the Centre Party, 
Left Socialists and Christian 
Democrats have all said they 
would reject the proposal, 
quashing the possibility of 
dissolution. 

Ms. Brundtland s second 
option would be to call a vote 
on amending the wording of 
Article 93 of the Constitu- 
tion, which gives parliament 
the authority to cede 
sovereignty to an internation- 
al organisation (the EU),_ to 
read that it can only do so if a 
majority of the Norwegian 
people agree to this in an 
advisory referendum. 

The Centre Party, Left 
Socialists and Christian 
Democrats have again said 
they will vote down the 
amendment. 

But the Christian Demo- 
eras, who hold 13 seats in the 
Storting (parliament), have 
put themselves in a difficult 
position: They have promised 
to unconditionally respect the 
vote of the people, but they 
have also threatened to vote 
down both the proposal and 
amendment that would en- 
able ratification- 


Party leader Kjell Magne 
Bondevik has said he dis- 
agrees with “changing the 
rules of play in the middle of 
the game.” And realising bis 
party holds the decisive card, 
he has remained tightlipped 
on the Christian Democrats' 
crucial, and contradictory, 
position. 

Labour Party leader 
Brundtland has maintained 
that she will continne as 
prime minister regardless of 
the outcome of the re- 
ferendum. 

“We have told the people 
that we will respect their 
vote, and we will not tom our 
backs on that promise, she 
said. 

“We will not punish them 
should they decide to vote 
against us,” she said, citing 
the example of former PM 
Trygve Bratteli, who res- 
igns after Norwegians re- 
jected EU membership in a 
1972 plebiscite. 

Political observers say 
many Norwegian voters will 
make their decision between 
Saturday and Monday, after 
a last televised party-leads 
debate Friday night. 

In a telephone poll con- 
ducted after the debate, 
viewers declared Ms. Brnndt- 
land the winner with 38 per 
cent, followed by Mr. 
Solhehn who garnered 11 per 
cent of support. 

Should the “yes” side man- 
age an upset victory, Ms. 
Brundtland can expect a 
fierce and protracted battle 
— MPs have received memos 
telling them they may not 
take any Christmas holidays. 


mosque 

LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — 
Masked motorcyclists hurled 
a grenade into a mosque in 
the Pakistani city of Lahore 
Saturday, killing " two wor- 
shippers and wounding 20, 
police and hospital sources 
said. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the assault was re- 
venge for a bus attack Friday 
in which seven Shi' ite Mus- 
lims were killed and 14 
wounded near Jhelura town 
in Punjab province. 

Police said the attack 
occurred when Sunni Muslim 
worshippers were preparing 
to recite afternoon prayers at 
a mosque near a police sta- 
tion in the central lower mall 
district of the provincial 
capital. 

Police had earlier put the 
death toll at three, but hos- 
pital sources said two people 
Had been killed and one was 
in very critical condition. Six 
others had head wounds. 

Two masked youngsters 
drove up to the Bait-UI-Islam 
Mosque on a motorcycle. 
One threw a Russian-made 
grenade at the congregation 
of about 50. They fired 
machine pistols at pursuers as 
they fled, police said. 

The mosque can be en- 
tered from a bazaar and from 
a police station, but it was not 
known if any of the victims 
were police. 

Tension was already run- 
ning high between militant 
Shfhe and Sunni organisa- 
tions following Friday’s bus 
attack. 

“A bus carrying Shi’ite 
Muslims was fired at from a 
close range by unidentified 
people riding a Pajero (four- 
wheel drive vehicle),” a local 
police official said Saturday. 

He said the Shi'ites were 
returning after dark from a 
conference in Lahore called 
by the militant Shi'ite 
Tehrike Jaftia Pakistan (TJP) 
organisation. 

Survivors joined by Shi'ites 
Irving in the area blocked the 
Lahore-Islamabad Highway, 
known as the Grand Trunk 
Road, all night. It reopened 
at 8 JO a-m. (0330 GMT), the 
official said. 

No group has claimed re- 
sponsibility for either attack. 

In Rawalpindi, 10 people, 
including seven policemen, 
were wounded in a clash be- 
tween police and members of 
another militant Shi'ite 
group, Sipah-I-Mohammad, 
Friday. 

Police were eying to pre- 
vent Sipah-I-Mohammad 
supporters from moving into 
an area. 
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A radio operator (right) speaks from the Bosnian presidency 
to people in Bihac. Accooding to Radio Bihac the fighting is 


continuing in the Bosnian enclave despite an earlier agreed 
ceasefire (AFT photo) 


the country. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, a hard- 
line member of the Bosnian 
Serb leadership, said: “If the 
Muslims reject our offer, the 
only thing we can do is to 
declare a state of war on our 
entire territory and finally 
defeat the enemy.” 

The Bosnian government 
iin Sarajevo is ready to sign 
only a three-month ceasefire, 
worried that anything longer 
might help the Serbs keep all 
of the 70 peT cent of Bosnia 
they now hold. 

The United States, keen to 
take a tougher line against 
the Serbs but unable to per- 
suade its West European and 
Russian allies to follow suit, 
stepped up its own military 
presence in the Balkan re- 
gion. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment ordered 2,000 Marines 
and sailors with three amphi- 
bious ships to deploy in the 
Adriatic Sea off Bosnia. 
“The move, which is strictly 


precautionary, is a prudent 
measure to enhance the capa- 
bilities of our forces support- 
ing the U.N. given the con- 
tinuing hostilities in the re- 
gion,” a Pentagon spokes- 
man said. 

No U.S. soldier has set 
foot on Bosnian soil so far in 
die war where the burden of 
peacekeeping has fallen 
mainly on Britain and 
France. 

A senior U.N. source 
hinted that NATO warplanes 
could be in action again 
against Serb forces around 
Bihac after being fired on by 
surface-to-air missiles Friday 
night. 

U.N. Undersecretary- 
General Kofi Annan said in 
New York: “I suspect the 
planes will be back tomorrow 
(Saturday)." 

NATO hit the Serbs with 
three big air raids this week 
at the U.N.’s request. 

Yasushi Akashi , the senior 
U.N. representative in for- 


mer Yugoslavia said there 
was “large risk of collateral 
damage to civilians” from air 
strikes as the fighting reached 
the town. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev warned Fri- 
day that farther NATO milit- 
ary involvement in and 
around Bosnia could under- 
mi n e international* 
peacekeeping efforts. 

Mr. Kozyrev, who was due 
in Belgrade to meet Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, said Moscow 
would oppose a U.S. plan to 
widen the safe area around 
the town of Bihac. 

Bosnian Serbs issued an air 
raid alert Saturday in western 
areas of the country they 
control, according to rebel 
Bosnian Serb television mon- 
itored here. 

The air raid warning was 
issned in the regions of 
Prijedor, Bosanski Novi, 
Sanski Most and Drvar, at 
2:43 p.m. (1343 GMT), the 


television said. 

A U.N. source told AFP 
the Serbs may have been 
reacting to what he termed a 
“routine patrol" by NATO 
aircraft over in the region. 

The sources said, however; 
that up until 3 p.m. (1400 
GMT) the United Nations 
Protection Force in Bosnia 
had not asked the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) to cany out any air 
strikes Saturday against the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Meanwhile at least one 
man was wounded Saturday 
afternoon as shooting flared 
in Sarajevo forcing pedes-, 
trians once again to run for 
their lives. 

There were a number of 
explosions on the town's 
main thoroughfare, known as 
“Sniper’s Alley”, and sniping 
was recorded in different 
points. 

A 37-year-old man, Sadik 
Kablar, was wounded in the 
leg. 


■ 

War of wits marks Berlusconi’s fight to survive 


ROME (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi cast 
himself as the saviour of Italy 
as an opinion poll Saturday 
suggested .-symapihy. was- 
swingjng towarefe him despite* 
a corruption probe." ^ ^ 

More than 300 supporters 
of the billionaire business- 
man demonstrated against 
the investigation at the 
offices of Milan's “clean 
hands” magistrates Saturday 
in a protest organised by Mr. 
Berlusconi's Forza Italia par- 
ty and other groups. 

In a move that could buy 
valuable time for Mr. Berlus- 
coni to strengthen his hand, 
the prime minister’s lawyer 
said there was no immediate 
prospect that he would be. 
questioned in tbe inquiry. 

“The questioning has been 
put off until a date that has 
yet to be set,” lawyer Giusep- 
pe De Luca told Italian radio. 

He said the meeting would 
take place in Milan but the 
time and precise place had 
not been decided. 

Mr. Berlusconi, elected in 
March on promises to end 
corruption in politics, suf- 
fered a hammer blow when 


Milan investigators informed 
him he was under -inquiry 
over bribes his Fininvest busi- 
ness empire is alleged to have 

paid-ifix inspKctfggi. ilOlUOfr.!£ 
, Hews of me investigations 
brake Tuesday as- tiie-suntan- — 
aed tycoon-turn ed-pditician 
was chairing a U.N. confer- 
ence in Naples on organised 
crime and after voter support 
for Forza Italia slumped in 
local elections. 

Swearing on the lives of his 
five children that he had done 
no wrong, Mr. Berlusconi has 
refused to resign over the 
affair. 

He has instead called a 
cabinet meeting for Tuesday 
to try to rally his shaky six- 
month-old coalition — and 
primarily the combative 
Northern League party — 
around a programme for gov- 
ernment over the coming 
months. 

He will also meet trade 
unions Wednesday for talks 
which his aides believe 
should yield a compromise 
deal on his vital but unpopu- 
lar cost-cutting 1995 budget 
and avert an eight-hour 
general strike set for Dec. 2. 


“When you’re chosen by 
the people it’s tike being 
annointed by the I /v 'i 
There’s something divine ab- 
out the citizen who picks a 
leader,’-’ Mr.’ Berlusconi told 
a raQFjr of ftie small centre- 
right U€D~group in his'etiati- 
tion Friday. 

“It would be easy to say 
‘enough is enongh,’ to say 
Tve had it.* but then that 
sense of responsibility pre- 
vails. We have the eyes of the 
world upon us and if I were to 
leave my post Italy would 
plunge into a mindless 
vacuum,” he said. 

An opinion poll published 
Saturday suggested that what 
La Stampa newspaper called 
Mr. Berlusconi’s “smile 
offensive” was beginning to 
pay dividends. 

The survey by the CIRM 
institute for D Messaggero 
newspaper said 64 per cent of 
Italians believed the Berlus- 
coni government should stay 
on as things stand now and 
that 54 per cent thonght it 
should continue after the 
budget goes through parlia- 
ment. 

The opposition has said it 


wants Mr. Berlusconi to quit.' 
'*nen tbe budget becomes - 
law, a process that must be 
over by the end of this year. . 

The_ surygy also showed _ 
respondents “split down 1 the 
middle onwhether the piagis- 
trates, whose^'inquiries" top- 
pled Italy's corrupt old gov- 
erning guard, were using-, 
their office in a political plot ' 
to get Mr. Berlusconi. 

The prime minister, who 
has tried and failed to rein in . 
the magistrates since coming., 
to power, denied Saturday- 
that be was “at war” with- 
the judiciary but repeated his 
charge that they were part of 
a conspiracy. 

Referring to Saturday's de-* 
monstration af Milan's Palace , 
o^pstice and a second pro-'* 
Rest set for Sunday in the-" 
northern city of Turin, he' * 
said his mainly middle-class - 
voters were ready to march-' 
on the streets to defend him-.' ~ 

“It is a way of showing ■ 
solidarity for the leader who 
embodies their expectations; 
their enthusiasm, their . 
hopes,” Mr. Berlusconi told.. 
Corn ere Della Sera news- , 
paper. 


Calm returns to Rwandan refugee camp 


KINSHASA (AFP) — A 
Rwanda refugee camp in 
eastern Zaire, where 15 peo- 
ple were killed and 40 injured 
by Zairean troops Friday, 
was reported quiet Saturday 
but heavy firing was heard 
from an area a few kilometres 
away. 

There was no news of a 
worker from the British 
humanitarian organisation 
Action Aid feared kidnapped 
during Friday's disturbances. 

Aid workers said that the 
camp at Katale, north of 


Goma, which houses 230,000 
Rwandan refugees was quiet 
and that volunteers from aid 
organisations were returning 
to other camps in the area 
after being withdrawn 
Friday. 

^ In London Action Aid said 
it was worried about what 
had happened to its volun- 
teer, a driver, who dis- 
appeared with four local em- 
ployees whiid driving a truck 
in an aid convoy heading for 
a refugee camp. 

The organisation said: 


“We don’t know what hap- 
pened — he could have been 
abducted or could have seen 
a dangerous situation and 
taken cover. Many of the 
drivers have been in Bosnia, 
are ex-army and can look 
after themselves but obvious- 
ly we are very concerned for 
this safety and that of the 
others with him.” 

The sound of shooting was 
heard in the Ritshuru area 
where soldiers from the defe- 
ated army of the former 
Rwandan government (FAR) 


are quartered. 

Katale shelters Rwandans 
who fled a civil war between 
regular Hutu army troops . 
and the rebel, Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic Front . __ 
(RPF) from April to July. 

Hundreds of thousands of. 
Hutus escaped Rwanda for 
Zaire following an RPF vie- - - 
tory in July and have yet to.-, 
return to their homes. 

■ 

The killings at the camp at 
Katale followed the death of - T 
a Zairean soldier. 


Angola, UNIT A trade truce violation allegations 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The Angolan government 
and rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi’s UNITA move- 
ment, five days into a fragile 
ceasefire aimed at ending 
their 19-year civil war, traded 
allegations of trace violations 
■ Saturday. 

The Angolan News Agen- 
cy (Angop) said the Luanda 
government accused UNITA 
guerrillas of shooting down 
an MV-17 helicopter ferrying 
wounded soldiers from the 
southeastern battleground of 
Cuito-Cuanavale to a hospit- 
al in Menongue. 

Quoting a military com- 
munique, the news agency 
said 22 soldiers died when tbe 
helicopter crashed to the 
ground. 

UNITA, the National Un- 
ion for the Total Independ- 
ence of Angola, denied the 
allegation in a radio br- 
east, saying the helicopter 
must have crashed. 

UNITA radio, monitored 


in the island state of Sao 
Tune and Principe, said gov- 
ernment forces had in the last 
few days bombed Camacupa, 
Chicapa and Chiguere — all 
villages held by UNTTA in 
central Bie province. 

The radio said that since 
UNITA and the MPLA gov- 
ernment signed a peace 
accord m Zambia Sunday 
government forces attacking 
Chiguere had killed about 
200 civilians accused of back- 
ing UNITA. 

UNITA radio also said that 
in the central province of 
Huambo government troops 
were massacring and robbing 
UNTTA sympathisers in the 
villages of Catongo, Dondo 
and Chi pi pa. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of either side's 
reports. 

UNITA and the MPLA or 
Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola signed 
a protocol in Lusaka, Zambia 
Sunday promising to end the 


war they have waged since 
independence from Portugal 
in 1975. 

But each side has accused 
the other of violating a cease- 
fire which was supposed to 
begin Tuesday. 

Attempts to reconcile the 
two sides in 1989 and 1991 
failed. 

UNTTA said Saturday it 
deplored the fact that the 
United Nations bad not rec- 
ognised that ceasefire viola- 
tions were continuing and it 
called on the world body to 
send observers urgently to 
control the situation. 

“Passive activity by the 
United Nations gives the 
MPLA tbe opportunity to 
continue killing,” the radio 
said. 

The United Nations, which 
hopes to send 8,000 
peacekeepers to Angola, ex- 
pects the Lusaka peace 
accords to take up to a year 
to implement. 

A joint commission set up 


to oversee the accords will 
meet in Luanda next 
Tuesday. 

UNITA said Portugal had 
lost credibility after media 
reports Friday that the Portu- 
guese government had deli- 
vered four helicopters to the 
Angolan government last 
year and serviced its Soviet- 
built warplanes. 

“An observer country loses 
prestige for involving itself in 
acts that favour one of the 
parties-,” the radio said. 

Tbe Lisbon-based weekly 
Independente said the Gener- 
al Office of Aeronautical 
Equipment (OGMA), an air- 
craft repair firm owned by 
the Portuguese Armed 
Forces, delivered the 
French-built Alouette III 
helicopters and a Swiss-built 
PC-7 trainer to the Angolan 
government. 

The Portuguese govern- 
ment said Friday it was inves- 
tigating tbe Independente re- 
port. 
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Inner city gets help 

THE SYMBOLISM of the first ever 
pedestrian tunnel in Zarqa goes beyond 
the safety and comfort of the residents of 
the second largest city in the country. In 
terms of size and importance, Zarqa is 
second only to Amman. Yet it tops the list 
of Jordanian cities that are most neg- 
lected and even abused. Home to well 
over half a million Jordanians, it lacks so 
many services and developmental plan- 
ning to the extent that its people had to 
endure until a couple of days ago the 
dangers and agonies of crossing its main 
avenue with considerable risk to their 
lives or nerves. Credit goes to the munici- 
pality of Amman and its dynamic Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi for coming to the 
rescue of Zarqa and its inha bitants by 
constructing the badly needed tunnel. 
The cooperative spirit demonstrated by 
the capital’s municipality in this en- 
deavour shows the way for additional 
cooperation between the cities and towns 
of the country. Amman is a richer city 
than Zarqa and endowed with so many 
amenities and services that are la cking in 
Zarqa, a mere twenty kilometres to the 
north-east* Thus the decision of Dr. 
Abbadi and his colleagues at the Amman 
municipality should serve as an example 
for such cooperation from now on. 

It goes without saying that the security 
and well-being of Amman is directly 
affected by what goes on around it. Very 
soon and with phenomenal expansion in 
construction in the outskirts of the two 
cities, their suburbs will be connected 
and their residents living literally under 
the same roof. 

With this prospect in mind, cities 
neighbouring Amman , such as Zarqa, 
Russeifah and Salt cannot continue to 
serve as the home for the less privileged 
Jordanians and the seat of poverty and 
deprivation; and that is why the capital 
would do well to take keen interest in 
improving their lot, whether through 
direct assistance or otherwise. Against 
this backdrop. Mayor Abbadi and his 
council have done the right thing when 
they moved to reverse the tide in Zarqa 
by offering its people some hope when 
there was little of it left. We can only 
salute them for taking the initiative on a 
matter that sooner or later would affect 
all Jordanians and their way of life. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JAMAL AL SHAER, a columnist in Al Ra’i urged 
Jordanians to follow in the footsteps of Arab Israeli leaders 
and come to tbe aid of the Palestinians who are currently 
unable to solve their disputes in Gaza and the other 
self-rule areas. The writer said that the Palestine National 
Authority has no real authority despite the fact that its 
backers, Fateh, constitute the largest faction. Hamas is 
neither in a position to impose its will on the Palestinian 
people as it is smaller in size than Fateh and has limited 
influence, said the writer, adding that none of the people in 
Jordan would like to see the self-rule areas transformed 
into another Algeria, with the ruling authority cracking 
down on tbe opposition. What is really wanted at this stage, 
he said, is to see Hamas, Fateh and the other groups 
together forming a national authority based on the out- 
come of free and fair elections. Such authority, the writer 
added, would certainly have the real power to control the 
streets and bring back stability and security which are 
needed by the Palestinians to reconstruct the infrastructure 
of the institutions of the future Palestine state. 

ISRAEL'S RECENT decision to create 30,000 bousing 
units in six years around Jerusalem, as part of a settlement 
programme, clearly indicates the Israeli governments total 
disregard for thepeace process and the peace treaties with, 
the Arab states and the Palestinians, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. Holy Jerusalem is part and parcel of the West 
Bank territory occupied since 1967, and in accordance with 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 242, Israel ought to 
withdraw from that part too in exchange for peace with the 
Arab countries, said the columnist in Al Ra’i daily. The 
planting of settlements, of course with U.S. financial 
assistance, is like, planting mines in the path of any 
permanent andpeaceful solution to the Palestine question, 
said Rimawi. The writer said that while Yitzhak Rabin is 
‘ being granted a peace award in Europe, his actions on the 
ground speak of aggression and continued occupation of 
Arab lands. IndeedMr. Rabin finds in tbe awards he gets 
an encouragement to pursue the same aggressive and 
oppressive policies Israel has followed since its establish- 
ment on Arab soil, added the writer. 


Alternative homeland revived 


ONE OF the main worries Jordanians always harboured 
was that Jordan, suddenly or gradually, violently or 
peacefully, may become a replacement homeland for the 
Palestinians, expelled from their own homeland to make 
room for Jewish immigrants. 

One of die main reasons for which the majority of 
Jordanians supported the treaty of peace with Israel was to 
prevent the possibility of transforming Jordan into Pales- 
tine, which is obviously as dangerous to Palestine as it is 
dangerous to Jordan itself. 

It is in the best interests of both Jordan and Palestine to 
avoid mixing the cards. Jordan is Jordan and Palestine is 
.Palestine. Jordan belongs to the Jordanians and Palestine 
'belongs to the Palestinians. Tbe claim that there is no 
difference between Jordan and Palestine, or, for that 
matter, between the Jordanians and the Palestinians is an 
indirect call for tbe creation of an alternative homeland for 
tiie Palestinians in Jordan at the expense of Jordanians. 
The pan-Arab slogan that disguises such a call is meant to 
facilitate swallowing die plot and selling the idea that 
Jordan and Palestine are m effect one country and one 
people. 

Toe question now is whether or not the peace treaty did 
'in fact bury for ever the scheme of establishing a 


Palestinian homeland at the expense of Jordan, as Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali repeatedly asserted. Tbe fact 
is that the treaty may have eliminated one source of the 
danger, called the “transfer,” i.e. having Israel expel the 
remaining Palestinians in the West Bank, depriving them of 
the chance to live in an independent state on their own soil 
on tbe pretext that they already have a state in Jordan. 

Bnt other sources of danger remain in place and fully 
operational. They justify more precaution, o ther wise 
Jordanians have only themselves to blame in the future if 
they find themselves, at one point in time, stripped of their 
sovereignty and if Palestinians find themselves without 
poGticalfuture or sovereignty except in Jordan. 

In tins respect we have to recall die important speech 
delivered by U.S. President Bill Clinton at the Jordanian 
Parliament last month. The president equated Jordan with 
America as a land for receiving immigrants and na turalis i n g 
them as full-fiedged citizens as a source of strength. He 
encouraged Jordan to continue functioning as a dumping 
area for those who flee their homeland or are expelled. He 
did not say that Americans are essentially a people of 
rants. The original, native Americans, were almost 
ated or suppressed by the newcomers, which makes 
the equation politically unacceptable to native Jord an ia n s, 
over and above being impossible economically because of 


the vast difference between America a nd Jo rdan in 
resources. America has all the natural reroeicK. It only 
needs more manpower to create more wealth, while Jordan 
has no resources to support the present population, not 
even enough water for the baric population s needs. 

* Another warning sign came from the World Bank, which 
issued its report, “Peace and the Jordania n eco nomy,” in 
October. The report devoted a chapter to urban develop- 
ment and bousing. It covered the question of refugees and 
dfe ri a ee ri Palestinians in Jordan and went on to draft a 
financial budget for the upgrading of camps under three 

S ticms: one with 15 per cent relocation, which will cost 
10 million, another with 10 per cent relocation, which 
will cost $199 millio n, and a third option with no relocation, 
which will cost no more than $65 million. Tbe return of 
rfjypinfgri Palestinians, according to the World Bank, is not 
an option that justifies consideration. Likewise, the World 
Rant »n but ignored housing upon drafting a development 
jdan for the West Bank or Gaza. 

Tbe conversion of Jordan into an alternative homeland 
•for tbe Palestinians seems to be in progress. It is only a 
question of size of the meagre budget needed to improve 
the quality of life in tbe refugee camps and transform them 
into permanent towns. __ _ 


Withdrawal of Israeli troops, better living 
conditions are key to peace in self- rule a reas 
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By Pascal B. Karmy 

The main, deep causes of 
the tragic inter-Palestinian 
fighting, which took place 
on Nov. 19 between the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity police on the one hand, 
and the Islamic Jihad and- 
Hamas on the other are two 
fold. The first is the slow 
implementation of the Oslo 
and Cairo accords of Sept. 
13. 1993 and May 4, 1994 
respectively, and the cons- 
quent tardy withdrawal of 
the Israel army from the 
occupied territories; the 
second cause is due to the 
non-payment of the funds 
the donor countries had 
pledged to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) in the wake of the 
Oslo accord. Only a trickle 
of those contributions is 
forthcoming, which is hard- 
ly sufficient to meet the 
day-to-day expenses the 
administration of the Gaza 
Strip, . let alone the West 
Bank. - 

Let us consider some- 
what cursorily the two 
causes and their corollaries. 
The Israeli army has only 
partly withdrawn from the 
Gaza Strip as it is still sta- 
tioning in parts of it to 
protect some of the settle- 
ments illegally built there, 
against international law 
and particularly the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 
1949. In addition, those set- 
tlements constitute an ob- 
struction to peace, as they 
remain the targets of attack 
by the resistance fighters 
opposing the accords with 
Israel, and their existence 
there reminds the Gaza 
people of the hated Israeli 
occupation. 

As to the West Bank, the 
Israeli army is still there in 
full force as the negotia- 
tions for its withdrawal or 


redeployment have not yet 
started. The present repres- 
sion by the Israeli army of 
the Palestinians continues 
to create hatred and resent- 
ment against Israel and its 
army in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank. 

In order to remove the 
cause of resistance, the 
accords must be im- 
plemented speedily so as to 
expand the Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied 
territories. But Israel is 
doing the contrary. Yasser 
Arafat has recently stated 
to the Egyptian Al' Ahram 
newspaper correspondent 
that “the Israelis are still 
procrastinating as by now 
they are supposed to have 
withdrawn from the West* 
Bank, to have redeployed 
their army and to have deli- 
vered empowerment au- 
thority to the Palestine 
National Authority 
(PNA)". 

Not only that, but they 
are prevaricating at every 
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accord itself, only in the 
letters exchanged between 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat, 
dated Sept. 9. 1993. Then. 


turn -of the negotiations and -—‘tie -date has-been fixed for 
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setting* new conditions 
whipjfc the PNA is unable to 
fulfil" ‘because they are 
sometimes beyond its con- 
trol. 

Recently, for example. 
Yitzhak Rabin declared in 
Washington that Israel will 
not allow elections for the 
Palestine Council (provided 
for in Article 1 of Oslo 
’accord) until the Palestine 
National Council abrogates 
the provisions of the Pales- 
tine National Charter of 
1965 which provide for the 
elimination of Israel and its 
replacement by one Pales- 
tine state, as it was under 
the British mandate, includ- 
ing Jews. Muslims and 
Christians. 

It should be remarked 
however that the condition 
for the abrogation of these 
provisions is not stipulated 
anywhere in the Oslo 


; £ffe'Cting ri 'tfiie fi 'fcbtt)gaiion 
and it could be done any 
‘ T nri"fe in the future. Moreov- 
er, Mr. Arafat is apparently 
trying, without success so 
far. To arrange for a meet- 
ing of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council. However, the 
convening of this council is 
most inappropriate and un- 
timely under the present, 
tense circumstances prevail- 
ing in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank. 

The second important, 
indirect cause of the inter- 
Palestinian fighting is the 
non-payment of sufficient 
funds by the international 
donors so as to start work 
projects and thus improve 
the economic and living 
conditions of the people. 
The closing of the Gaza 
Strip and preventing Gaza 
workers from working in 


Israel adds more financial 
hardship and consequent 
frustration. 

The international donors 
argue 4 That thejnvilt "riot 
_release the funds until a 
proper Palestinian adminis- 
trative machinery has been 
established by the PNA, to 
which the funds can be re- 
leased and then properly 
accounted for. especially 
those which are to be used 
for big projects. But as I 
understand, it has been 
agreed that the funds will 
be released first to the 
World Bank and the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) as the 
case may be, both of which 
have been commissioned to 
supervise the implementa- 
tion of the projects, each in 
its own field or jurisdiction, 
and to control the expendi- 
ture of the funds. Apart 
from funds to be allocated 
for big projects, the PNA is 
naturally in need of day-to- 
day money required for its 


N. Ireland peace 
sternest test process faces 


By Andrew HOI 
Reuter 

DUBLIN — One year ago, 
Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds told his Hanna Fail 
Party faithful a Northern Ire- 
land peace process would 
start by Christmas. 

Twelve months later Mr. 
Reynolds has been toppled 
by a political crisis, Fianna 
Fail Is fighting to stay in 
government and the peace 
process faces its sternest ex- 
amination. 

"This will be a critical 
time," said Michael Smyth, 
lecturer at the University of 
Ulster in Belfast. “It's diffi- 
cult to see how the peace 
euphoria can continue.” 

Ceasefire in Northern Ire- 
land by the Irish Republican 
Army, which fought for 25 
years to end British rule of 
the province, and by Protes- 
tant loyalist gunmen who bat- 
tled to maintain it, have 
ushered in an unprecedented 
era of peace. 

But Irish, Northern Irish 
and British officials say the 
honeymoon of peace since 
the truces in September and 
October is almost over and a 
joint Anglo-Irish peace cam- 
paign is set to run into turbu- 


lence. 

They foresee storms ahead 
when Britain holds explora- 
tory talks with Sinn Fein, die 
IRA’s political wing, for the 
first time and tries to lure 
Sinn Fein’s political rivals it* 
the Protestant camp to .; . 


negotiating table. 

Britain is likely to tell Sinn 
Fein there can be no full- 
scale negotiations until the 
ERA indicates willingness to 
surrender some of its stocks 
of guns, weapons and explo- 
sives. 

But Sinn Fein has already 
made dear that it can only 
discuss such a move if Britain 
is willing to timetable a de- 
parture of 18,000 British 
troops from the province. 

The London government 
says it cannot so long as there 
is a threat to security from 
hundred of tonnes of arms 
held both by the IRA and its 
loyalist adversaries. 

Irish officials say Mr. 
Reynolds’ demise is unlikely 
to radically change tbe deter- 
mination of the Irish and 
British governments to find a 
solution to what has been a 
stain on the political map of 
western Europe for the past 
quarter of a century. 

But Mr. Reynolds' depar- 
ture will cause a subtle shift 
in emphasis since there are 
few on the Irish political 
landscape as determined as 
be was to bring Sinn Fein in 
from the cold. 

“There’s no-one around at 
the moment like Albert 
(Reynolds),” said a Dublin 
commentator who requested 
anonymity. “Whoever the 
next taoiseach (prime minis- 
ter) is, he will be much har- 
der on Sinn Fein.” 

Irish officials say Mr. 
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much tougher with Sinn Fein 
in a move that is likely to test 
the embryonic peaoe process 
and bardline ERA gunmen, 
who reluctantly agreed to 
give peace a chance. 

While Mr. Reynolds and 
British Prime Minister John 
Major were jointly responsi- 
ble for the peace process, 
they tried hard to be seen to 
be acting in concert even if 
Mr. Reynolds was moving 
ahead much faster, Irish offi- 
cials said. 

But with Mr. Reynolds 
gone, Mr. Major may try to 
capitalise on Dublin's politic- 
al crisis to seize the initiative 
and slow the whole process 
down to what London feels is 
a more seemly and realistic 
pace, the officials said. 

The irony of Mr. Reynolds 
resignation is that it was 
forced as Irish and British 
officials were planning to 
mark the first anniversary of 
the Dec. 15 Downing Street 
declaration which launched 
the peace initiative. 

There was talk of a 
Reynolds-Major summit on 
the anniversary to unveil the 
second phase of their plans to 
drop rival constitutional 
cl aims to the province to en- 
courage Protestant and 
Catbohc to live and work 
together in peace, but that 
summit is unlikely to be held 
now, while the Dublin poli- 
tical establishment searches 
for a new prime minister and 
London gets involved in 
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Mr. Reynolds recognised 
Sinn Fein one week after the 
IRA ceasefire but Britain's 
only concessions to the party 
have been to drop a broad- 
casting ban on its spokesmen 
and an exclusion order on its 
president, Gerry Adams, 
from mainland Britain. 

The Downing Street dec- 
laration did little to hasten 
tbe reunification of Northern 
.Ireland and the Irish Repub- 
lic from which it was parti- 
■ tioned seven decades ago, the 
central aim of Sinn Fern and 
the IRA. 

Instead it said there could 
be no change to the pro- 
vince’s status until a majority 
in the province wanted it. 
Mr. Adams gambled that that 
might be sooner rather than 
later if peace was the back- 
ground to political negotia- 
tions. 

Bnt Britain has shown no 
public willingness to per- 
suade its Protestant majority 
in the province, which wants 
to stay British, that their fu- 
ture lies in a united Ireland, 
as Sinn Fein wants. 

This has left Sinn Fein, 
which commands a small 10 
per cent of votes in Northern 
Ireland, in the position of a 
minorit y p arly with the guns 
of the IRA silenced. 

“Sinn Fein has got nothing 
to show from all this peace 
process talk," said the Uni- 
versity of Ulster’s Smyth. 
“Unless it can get something 
from Britain it is difficult to. 
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daily administration. Such 
funds are required by the 
PNA, for a stronger reason.' 
as it is in the process of 
building up a new adminis- 
tration audio fact a Totally 
new mini-state. t 

The PNa is required to 
create jobs to the numerous 
skilled and unskilled unem- 
ployed labourers to enable 
them to earn their daily 
bread and make ends meet' 
for their families. Hungry 
people without jobs or in- 
come will either beg. bor- 
row money, steal or revolt 
against the established 
order as they have nothing 
to lose. It is especially the 
case in the impoverished 
Gaza Strip. 

We must not lose sight of 
the fact that Israel's appall- 
ing, Nazi-like military 
occupation has literally des- 
troyed the Gaza Strip and 
shattered the lives of the 
inhabitants. It has des- 
troyed its infrastructure and 
has eliminated the educated 
cadre of Gaza's previous 


administration. Moreover, 
it has tried to humiliate and 
even crush the spirit of the 
population. The military 
government has even offi- 
cialised the maltreatment of 
Palestinian prisoners. It has 
indeed allowed the use of 
“mild” force against 
Palestinian prisoners. One 
wonders whether the Israeli 
officers care at all to dis- 
tinguish between “mild" 
and “harsh" treatment. 

Gaza being handed over 
by Israel to the PNA in this 
ghastly state it is no wonder 
that sufficient funds are 
needed to start rebuilding 
almost from scratch and to 
revive the spirit of the peo- 
ple so that they may enjoy 
some of the benefits of the 
Oslo and Cairo accords not- 
withstanding their weak- 
ness. 

In a nutshell, the speedy 
implementation of those 
accords including the with- 
drawal of the Israel army 
from Palestinian territory 

V 

and the speedy release of 
the funds to the PNA to 
initiate income-generating 
projects, are vital for secur- 
ing peace and order in the 
Palestinian territory. 

It is true that Islamic 
Jihad and Hamas oppose 
the accords. But the Israeli 
army should completely 
withdraw from the occupied 
territories and remove the 
settlements which are the 
cause of friction between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israeli army protecting 
them which" hinders the 
speedy and smooth imple- 
mentation of the peace pro- 
cess. If ail this is done and 
ihe Gaza and West Bank 
people see their political, 
economic and living condi- 
tions improving, then the 
opponents of the peace pro- 
cess will not find many fol- 
lowers to adopt their 
ideology. 
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Role of Jordanian 
media in limelight 
at 6 Scientific Week 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the 

mm 

AMMAN — On the first day 
of a week of presentations at 
the University of Jordan 
under the dele '’Scientific 
Week,” the adaptation of the 
media in line with democratic* 
, rights was underlined in the 
initial session on Saturday. 

Government domination 
of the ownership of local 
press is an obstacle to its 
freedom and creates frustra- 
tion because of the unseen 
pressure that it evokes, said 
Ad Dustour editor-in-chief 
Nabii Sharif. 

“The government owns 75" 
per cent of Sawt A1 Shaab, 60 
per cent of A1 Ra’i and 40 per 
cent of Ad Dustour. This is a 
high percentage although it is 
described as an investment 
operation,” said Dr. Sharif. 

According to the Press and 
Publication Law passed in 
1993, the government should 
own less than 30 per cent of 
any newspaper shares. 

Other negative factors ob- 
structing the path of Jorda- 
nian media include psycholo- 
gical and social pressures and 
the lack of information avail- 
able to local journalists. 

Dr. Sharif explained that 
psychologically, reporters 
feel that government opinion 
is the rigfrt and sole opinion; 
that there is a need to disting- 
'uish between the individual 
and his social background 
and that information is more 
readily available to foreign 
media services than local 
ones. 

Reinforcing the last factor, 
Dr. Sharif said, “during the 
peace treaty we had to trans- 
late certain events from 
Israeli newspapers because 
'government officials would 
not provide us with the in- 
formation and we were heavi- 
ly criticised by people.” 

■*We hope that officials will 
change their view about local 
journalists and trust them, 
more,” said Dr. Sharif. 

The press is a tool for 
changing and advancing the 
society, he said, and it is the 
watchdog for people and 
acts as die fourth authority, 
“but we are living in a tran- 
sitional period, leaving be- 
hind former martial rule and 
moving toward democracy.” 

The second speaker of tbe 
morning session Brigadier 
General Qassem Saleh reaf- 
firmed th3t media people had 
a role in the society to create 
awareness for the new gen- 
erations. 

“I challenge the Jordanian 
press to become more crea- 
tive and to reflect the reality 
and the future in an optimis- 
tic way.” he added. 

The afternoon lecture con- 
sidered the lack of women's 
participation in society in 
general and more specifically 


and Cathy Kin g 

Jordan Times 


in 


politics. 

Fac 


actors attributed to this 
phenomenon included up- 
bringing, illiteracy, tribal 
habits and the stereotypical 
view of women. 

Attorney Asma Khader, a 
women's rights activist, 
blamed the minimum role of 

women in society on upbring- 
ing. 

“Here the common 
stereotype is that women 
should stay away from poli- 
tics and that their only role is 
in the home,” she said. 

According to Ms. Khader, 
women’s participation does 
not exceed 0.5 per cent in the 
public sector, and 1 per cent 
tn higher authority and barely 
reaches 17 per cent participa- 
tion in political parties. 

Senator Husni Ayesh, the 
second speaker, said that illi- 
teracy in women curtails her 
ambitions and affects the up- 
bringing of her children. ■ 

“The number of unedu- 
cated women in Jordan is 
double the number of men"' 
and this also inhibits political 
participation at all levels, 
Senator Ayesh said. 

He blamed internal con- 
flicts within women's orga- 
nisations for weakening their 
stand in political circles and 
added that “women should 
not seek equal opportunities 
with men, but should look for 
equal representation along-, 
side men.” 

Deputy Toujan Faisal said 
that women need to know the 
importance of their involve- 
ment in politics. 

“The problem is that most 
women don't know that poli- 
tics affects other aspects of 
their lives — what they eat, 
prices and all areas of life,” 
she said. 

Ms. Faisal added that cer- 
"tain tribal traditions dictate 
appointment of men in pre- 
ference to women. 

Ms. Faisal said that the 
stereotyped position of 
women in the home discour- 
ages women from running for 
parliament. • 

“People are usedtb’sfceing 
men in Parliament and can- 
not imagine w6men there as 
well... this affects the balance 
of our society and that is why 
it is backward," she said. 

Today's presentations will 
cover one on democracy and 
political parties, presented by 
Senator and former Prime 
Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Sa'd Hayel Srour 
will lecture on democracy in 
Jordan. 

The evening session on 
press and democracy will be 
addressed by columnist 
Tareq Masarweh and Presi- 
dent of the Institute of Di- 
plomacy Mazen Armouti. 


German prosecutor slams 
Austria for freeing Syrian 




BERLIN (AFP) — A leading 
Berlin judicial official has 
criticised Austria for releas- 
ing an arrested Syria former 
ambassador implicated in a 
deadly bombing in West Ber- 
lin linked to “Carlos tbe 
jacket.” 

The decision to release 
Faisal Summak — who was 
Syrian ambassador to East 
Germany from 19SI to 1989 
— on the grounds he was 
covered by diplomatic im- 
munity was “deeply dis- 
appointing.” Berlin public 
prosecutor Dieter Neumann 
said in an interview with the 
German weekly Der Spiegel 
due to appear Monday. 

Mr. Summak is suspected 
of involvement in the prepa- 
ration of a bomb attack on 
the French cultural centre in 
West Berlin in August 1983 
in which one person died and 
33 were wounded. Carlos' 
group claimed responsibility. 

Germany issued an inter- 
national arrest warrant for 
Mr. Summak last summer 
and requested his extradition 
from Austria following his 
arrest in Vienna on October 
25 this year. 

A Vienna court ruled on 
Thursday that Mr. Summak 
was covered by diplomatic 
immunity and free to leave. 

Mr. Neumann in the Der 
Spiegel interview denied that 
Mr. Summak had accredita- 
tion which guaranteed di- 
plomatic immunity at the 
time of his arrest. He said his 
information was that tbe di- 
plomat had entered Austria 
on a tourist visa. 

Mr. Summak reportedly 
claimed immunity on the 
grounds he was in Austria at 
the invitation of the United 
Nations Organisation for In- 
dustrial Devcioment which 


has its headquarters in 
Vienna. 

Der Spiegel reported that 
the German foreign ministry 
viewed Mr. Summak’s 
freeing as a setback. His 
arrest in October had been 
seen as a signal to the Syrians 
that they could no longer do 
what they wished in East 
Europe, it was said. 

Now the impression had 
been given that “the Syrians 
can do what they want,” the 
magazine said. 

'Hie former ambassador is 
suspected of ordering the 
third secretary at the Syrian 
embassy in former East Ber- 
lin to hand over 25 kilogram- 
mes of explosives to Carlos 
— now held in France — and 
a wanted German, Johannes 
Weinrich. 

Another Syrian ex-diplo- 
mat, Mohammad Nabii Chri- 
tah. told German police after 
his arrest in Germany last 
January that- Weinrich, 
allegedly Carlos’ right-hand 
man, stored explosives at the 
embassy and removed some 
of the material on the day of 
the attack. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Illich Ramirez Sanchez, was 
brought to France bound and 
Bagged on Aug. 15 after 
befog handed over to French 
secret service agents in the 

Sudanese capital Khartoum. 

■ 

A spokesman for the Au- 
strian justice ministry said on 
Thursday that Syria had 
appealed to Austria to re- 
leaseMr. Summak or prevent 
his extradition to Germany. 

Der Spiegel reported last 
week that if Mr. Summak 
were extradited, Germany 
hoped to usdnmas a bargam- 
foe chip for die handing oyer 
oP Weinrich, who had taken 
refuge in syria. 
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The mysteries of the ‘valley of marvels’ 


By Emmanuel ThcvtnoD 

What do tbe thousands of 
primitive drawings decorat- 
ing the “Vafoe des mervexl- 
les” (Valley of marvels) 
mean and who were the 
artists? After a century of 
investigations, the intci pretax 
tions, from the wildest to ' 
those backed by die most 
arguments, followed one 
another to try to elucidate the 
mystery surrounding this 
great site of European prehis- 
tory. 

A few kilometres from 
Nice, above the little town of 
Saint-Dalmas-de-Tende, a 
visitor discovering the “VaWe 
des merveOles” is seized with 
wonder at its grandiose au- 
sterity. In the limpid waters 
of a series of lakes, the rag- 
ged mountain peaks and the 
impressive jumble of great 
Mocks of stone are reflected. 
There are frequent storms in 
summer, particularly on the 
highest peak of the site. 
Mount Bego (2,873 metres) 
with its sides rich in iron ore. 
In this “great site in which 
the spirit breathes,” prehis- 
toric men drew thousands of 
primitive drawings (nearly 
100,000 have been listed) on 
slabs of schist, made com- 
pletely smooth by the titanic 
work of glaciers. 

Each of the modest- 
looking pictures is made up 
of a series of dots engraved 
with a metal point. Very 
sketchily, they represent sim- 
ple geometric figures (circles, 
squares, ovals and triangles) 
and, above all, objects or 
animals characteristic of 
farming activities (tools, 
spearheads and plonghs, 
oxen, bulls’ heads, enclo- 
sures, etc.). 

Some of the slabs are co- 
vered in daggers and halberds 
which must have been in- 
tended to symbolise primi- 
tive scythes or weapons. By 
comparing them with real ob- 
jects discovered in excava- 
tions, it has been possible to 
date the main phase of activ- 
ity of the site at around, 1,800 
B.C., in the Bronze Age- 

Animals are often simply 
represented by their horns 
but there are also some ex- 
amples showing, in a few 
strokes, harnessed animals 
led by human figures. 
Anthropomorphic drawings 
are scarce but .of essential 
importance to try to explain 
.the purpose of tbe site. The 
figure of the “witch-doctor” 
is depicted by a triangular 
face with arms brandishing 
two daggers. The “chief of 
the tribe” is shown in foil 
length with a big dagger 
ited at an angle in his 
and wearing a tunic 
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revealing bis sex. 

The wildest theories fol- 
lowed one another in an 
attempt to understand this 
profusion of signs in such a 
remote place and to find out 
which deople did tbe draw- 
ings. Certain local traditions 
attribute these drawings as 
being ex votoes by 
shepherds, dedicated to the 
monks who freed the place 
from the evils of the demon 
or of a witch. A scholar from 
the Romantic period even 
considered them as Phoene- 
Han inscriptions and thought 
that the schist slabs were the 
ruins of a monument to die 
glory of Hannibal. 

Today, specialists consider 
that the area of 10 square 
kilometres around Mount 
Bego must have been an im- 
rtant place of pilgrimage 
the root “beg” means 
God” in Indo-European) 
where, in the right season, 
the peasants came to implore 
their gods. However, inter- 
pretations as to tbe nature of 
these gods vary. Most resear- 
chers think that, like other 
neolithic peoples in the 
Mediterranean basin, these 
people worshipped the bull-, 
god, master of thunderbolts 
and of fertility. The 
thousands of prayers en- 
graved on the rocks would 
seem to be addressed to this 
western Zeus railing down 
his goodness upon the houses 
and the fields (geometrical 
figures), the flocks and herds 
(homed figures), the labours 
of the soil and the harvests 
(scenes of ploughing, scythes, 
etc. ). 

Emilia Masson, of the In- 
stitute of Semitic Studies at 
the College de France, thinks 
that this society was orga- 
nised following die social and 
sacred hierarchy brought out 
by Georges Dmn&ril in all 
Indo-European societies. 
Through its geometry, the 
mountain would represent 
the fundamental triad with, 
at the summit, the supreme 
god, master of tbe natural 
elements; below him the god 
of war, and, lower still, the 
gods linked to the production 
of goods. 

A comparable division of 
human society corresponds to 
this repartition with, at the 
top, the class of priests (the 
anthropomorphic figures are 
located not for from the sum- 
mit), then the warriors (rep- 
resented by the weapons) and 
finally the peasants, the 
craftsmen and the merchants, 
occupying tbe lowest levels 
(geometrical figures and 
horns). 

For the time being, none of 
tbe numerous theories drawn 



The valley of marvels and its mysterious inscriptions 

up is unanimously accepted elements for several millen- 
by anthropologists. One nia, it has, unfortunately suf- 
thing is sore, however. If this fered too much damage 
listed site has survived the, caused, voluntarily or not, by 


tourists. Some people do not 
hesitate to cover them with 
paint before photographing 
them. And what of those add 


their own graffiti onto the 
schist slabs? 

L’actualite en France 


Budget focuses on development 


(Continued from page 1) 

the grants and the financial 
assistance promised to Jor- 
dan by friendly countries. 

In reply to a question on 
the effects of the govern- 
ment's decision to lower cus- 
toms tariffs, the minister said 
that the government hopes 
that the reduction would 
have its beneficial results. 

The government has no 
intention of imposing cus- 
toms duty on foodstuffs 
which he said are totally ex- 
empted from duty, he said. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment in 1993 rescheduled 
$865 million in foreign com- 


mercial loans due to 100 com- 
mercial banks. These will be 
paid over 30 years according 
to the rescheduling agree- 
ment, he said. 

For foreign debt payments 
due in 1994, 1995 and 1996 
Jordan succeeded in reaching 
agreement with the Paris 
Dub on rescheduling $1,212 
million over 20 years, he said. 

The Kingdom has suc- 
ceeded in rescheduling 
S2.200 million of its debts to 
foreign banks and govern- 
ments and in writing off $800 
million. 

He said that the govern- 
ment was endeavouring to 
obtain new grants and soft 


Iraq updates teaching on Kuwait 


(Continued on page 12) 

dad has repeatedly denied. 

Earlier this week, Mr. Van 
der Stoel released a report on 
human rights in Iraq that said 
Baghdad has been branding 
an “X” into the forehead of 
deserters, amputating the 
right band of thieves and 
assassinating political dissi- 
dents. 

The report is likely to in- 
crease opposition in the 
Security Council to ease the 
crushing U.N. economic 
embargo of Iraq. The United 
States has said it would not 
support a lifting of tbe 
embargo until Iraq improves 
its human rights record. 


“The slightest sign that a 
person is not 100 per cent in 
agreement with the govern- 
ment can lead to torture, 
imprisonment, or even can 
lead to the loss of life,” he 
said. 

Mr. Van der Steel's report 
was based on interviews with 
Iraqis in Kuwait, Iran and 
Britain and reports from the 
Iraqi media. Iraq has refused 
to cooperate with U.N. hu- 
man rights investigators. 

“If tee government does 
not even respect its commit- 
ments towards its own 
citizens,” Mr. Van der Steel 
asked, “how can you expect 
it to respect its commitments 
towardTs other govern- 
ments?" 


Bhutto demands reward 


12 ) 


.refusal by the. United States 
to ^release aid . 

Nor has Washington re- 
warded Islamabad for help- 
ing to oppose the Spvier 
occupation of Afghanistan, 
for its role in world-wide 
peacekeeping or its modera- 
tion in the dispute with India 
over Kashmir, she said. 

Accor din g to Ms. Bhutto, 
the Fressler amendment pre- 
venting export of the F-l6s is 
discriminatory and should be 
repealed. She insisted that 
the West should stop insisting 
that Pakistan ta ka unilateral 
steps and should adopt an 
even-handed approach to her 


country and India. 

“We agreed to send a con- 
tingent to Haiti under the 
U.S. flag. Bnt one most ask 
(whether) the Pressler 
amendment helped to 
achieve the aim of nuclear 
non-proliferation in the re- 
gion? 

“I thmV there's consensus 
between the U.S. govern- 
ment, Pakistan, and indepen- 
dent thinkers that, by invoking- 
Pressler, the U.S. has not 
succeeded in promoting non- 
proliferation. It became a 
veto in Indian hands. 

“Pakistan and India have 
fought three wars together. 
Pakistan is vulnerable. It 
most keep up with India. 


?* 


loans to finance development 
projects. 

Brushing aside a question 
about possible pay increases 
to civil servants, Mr. Gam- 
moh said that the govern- 
ment was giving attention to 
creating jobs to the unem- 
ployed. This is a national 
requirement which calls for 
investments to be made on 
the part of the private and 
public sectors to create new 
jobs, he said. 

The minister noted that the 
government had allocated JD 
800 million in the new budget 
to initiate development pro- 
jects which he said would 
mainly benefit the poor. 

Denying reports that the 
government plans to raise the 
price of fuel, the minister 
called for all efforts to econo- 
mise on consumption. 

The government normally 
conducts a thorough study 
before raising tbe prices of 
fuel and at the moment, he 
said, there is also no inten- 
tion to raise the licensing fees 
on cars, he said. 


Hamas stages huge but peaceful rally 


(Continued from page 1) 

against Mr. Arafat. 

During a cabinet meeting 
earlier in the day, Mr. Arafat 
accused Iran of funding 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
with $30 million over the past 
year, Palestinian sources 
said. He also said many of 
their operations were coor- 
dinated in meetings in the 
United States. 

Organisers at the start of 
rally said the Islamic opposi- 
tion was saving their bullets 
for Israeli targets and would 
not fire in the air. The order- 
ly nature of the event under- 
scored the organising skills of 
the Islamic groups. 

The rally was the Islamic 
response to a public gather- 
ing of over 10,000 Arafat 
supporters earlier in the 
week. During that event Mr. 
Arafat allowed armed mem- 
bers of the Fateh Hawks, his 
loyalists who fought the 
Israeli occupation, to fire 
their arms into the air. That 
was seen as a direct threat to 
the Islamic opposition. 


Speakers said the peace 
process was a failure. Prayer 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Nimr 
said the “hyenas” who prom- 
ised to improve living stan- 
dards in tire Gaza Strip had 
done nothing. 

“Our people are shaking 
with anger. We do not want 
skyscrapers. They are not 
alternatives for Hamama, 
Jaffa and tbe land of the 
Galilee,” he said, referring to 
areas now inside Israel that 
were ancestral homes for 
most of Gaza’s 800,000 
population. 

The official reason for 
Saturday's opposition rally 
was to mark the first 
anniversary of the death of 
23-year-old Imad Akel, 
founder of Izzedine Al Qas- 
sam. He was killed in an 
Israeli army ambush. He was 
accused of the killings of 11 
Israeli soldiers, an Israeli 
civilian and four suspected 
Palestinian informers. 

The event had been plan- 


bers on developments in this 
ned for Friday, but Hamas • regard. 



Egypt deports two foreigners with AIDS 

a 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt on Saturday deported an Ethiopian 
and a (citizen of Malawi who were found to have AIDS, 
security sources said. They said the two men came to Cairo 
in October to take part in a training session run by the 
Ministry of Scientific Research. When they underwent a 
routine medical checkup they were found to have, the 
acquired i mm une deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Egypt has 
so for deported 227 infected foreigners. The Egyptian 
government has launched a heatlh awareness campaign to 
educate a largely illiterate population on the dangers of 
AIDS, for which there is no cure. About 178 Egyptians are 
-reported to have died from AIDS. 

Thais recover more jewelry 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thirty more pieces of jewelry that 
may be part of a haul of missing Saudi gems have been 
recovered from a beer carton left on a highway in northern 
Thailand, news reports said Saturday. The 11 kilogrammes 
of items, which also included around 100 pieces of silver 
cutlery, were recovered Friday in Koh Ka district of 
Lampang province, 600 kilometres north of Bangkok, the 
reports said. Police scouring northern Thailand for the 
musing valuables went to the spot after receiving an 
anonymous telephone call Thursday night. A note found in 
the carton read: “These valuable objects belong to the 
Saudi monarch. Please return to them on our behalf.” 
Experts later determined that some of the items were 
genuine, but it was not immediately known if they were 
part of tiie millions of dollars of missing Saudi jewelry, the 
reports said. 


Kuwait fund to finance Philippine pro- 
jects 

MANILA (AFP) — The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development has declared its willingness to finance Philip- 
pine projects in agriculture, industry and infrastructure, 
official documents obtained Saturday showed. A report 
from the National Economic Development Authority 
(NEDA) said the Kuwait fund also dispelled the popular 
belief that they only assisted Islamic-oriented projects and 
countries. The Philippines is largely Roman. Catholic but 
has hundreds of thousands of people working as contract 
work ers in K uwait and other Middle East cou ntries. 

Afghan immunisation reaches 100,000 

KABUL (AP) — More than 100,000 women and children 
were vaccinated in a one-week immunisation campaign, tbe 
first snch programme in this war-tom city in more than 
three years, officials said Saturday. The United Nations 
sought a ceasefire from Nov. 19-26 so mothers and thejr 
young kids could visit hospitals and health dirties without 
the fear of rocket attacks. The feuding factions ignored the 
plea and continued to exchange rocket and mortar fire, but 
and the immunisation plan went ahead as planned and 
Afghan Ministry's of Public Health declared it a success. 
Dr. Shukur, head of the ministry, said vaccinations were 
given for measles, polio and tetanus. Measles is one of the 
leading killers of Afghan children under age 5 and there 
had not been a vaccination programme in Kabul since 1991. 
There was a fresh round of rocket duels Saturday morning 
between tee government forces and the opposition troops, 
but there was no immediate word on casualties. Nine 
separate factions have been battling for control of Kabul 


said it was delayed because of 
heavy rainstorms. 

Many supporters carried 
black banners in Akel's mem- 
ory. 

Many of the thousands 
were bussed in from all parts 
of the Gaza Strip and orga- 
nisers drove around Gaza 
City calling on people to 
attend. 


Majali to visit 
UAE soon 

(Continued from page 1) 

family, saying issues pertain- 
ing to Arab relations should 
not be put on bold. 

Mr. Kabariti said the sign- 
ing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty was one of the 
most important events in the 
history of Jordan, noting that 
the committee’s meeting with 
the prime minister aimed at 
briefing tee committee mem- 
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Privatisation in Arab Gulf states 


< will take time 


economist 


MANAMA (R) — Privatisa- 
tion. a buzz word in Arab 
Gulf states, was likely to be a - 
gradual and lengthy process 
in. a region where economies 
are so far driven by public 
spending, according to a 
leading Saudi-based econom- 
ist. 

'.twenty Azzam. chief eco- 
nomist at Saudi Arabia's 
National Commercial Bank 
fNjCB). played down ex- 
pectations of early privatisa- 
tion and said schemes could 
take between three and eight 
years to be initiated and com- 
pleted. 

Mr. Azzam 's remarks in a 
paper at a privatisation semi- 
nar highlighted new interest 
byfGulf governments, hit by 
weak oil prices and facing 
budget deficits, in harnessing 
the wealth of a growing mid- 
dle class. 

I But he said the private 
spctor in Arab Gulf states 
only accounted for 30 to 40 
per cent of gross domestic 
product ( GDP). 

“Some governments no 
longer have the capital re- 
sources needed to finance 
mew projects such as power 


stations, desalination plants, 
airline fleet expansion and 
telecommunications facili- 
ties. Private capital has be- 
come the only way to make 
sure that these projects are 
implemented.” Mr. Azzam 
said. 

He said privatisation cre- 
ated certain concerns in the 
Gulf. . 

A main concern was em- 
ployment “since over-staffed 
public sector entities would 
have to make people redun- 
dant when privatised in order 
to reduce costs and improve - 
efficiency." 

“A number of solutions 
have been proposed, includ- 
ing using the proceeds from 
privatisation to retain nation- 
al work force and absorb the 
excess labour in private sec- 
tor establishments. Part of 
the proceeds could also be 
allocated to provide for early 
retirement, adequate sever- 
ance pay, unemployment be- 
nefits and job search assist- 
ance,” Mr. Azzam elabo- 
rated. 

But he argued the long- 
term effects on employment 


should be beneficial. Other 
concerns include a loss of 
government control, possible 
higher prices for consumers, 
how to value public sector 
industries offered for sale and 
the likelihood that such offers 
may depress stock market 
prices. 

Governments should gra- 
dually unload shares of pro- 
fitable companies, consider 
other privatisation mechan- 
isms including build, operate 
and transfer (BOT) and pri- 
vatising management or leas- 
ing out to the private sector, 
Mr. Azzam said. 

Many concerns may be 
partly addressed by retaining 
some government ownership 
and introducing effective reg- 
ulation. 

ft 

He called for fully-fledged 
stock markets in a region 
where trading floors are rare 
and stock trading is often 
restricted. 

“Fully functioning stock 
markers supported with... 
necessary legislative infras- 
tructure and sophisticated 
financial services” were im- 
portant for the success of 


privatisation, he said. 

At the end of 1993. total 
stock market capitalisation in 
the region was estimated at 
S77.5 billion of which Saudi 
Arabia accounted for nearly 
66 per cent. Stock market 
capitalisation stood at around 
40 per cent of GDP in the 
Gulf states compared with 50 
per cent in other developing 
countries. 

Mr. Azzam said a 20 per 
cent drop in the Saudi stock 
market this year “suggests 
that for the time being, there 
is no sufficient demand to 
support large-scale govern- 
ment asset sales.".. 

He said privatisation of key 
wholly-owned Saudi state 
firms was unlikely to take 
place in 1995 and the pros- 
pects were for the whole 
programme to be im- 
plemented over a longer time 
span. 

The stare was likely to re- 
duce gradually its share in 37 
companies, whose shares are 
traded on the market, with a 
total capital of 56.3 billion 
riyals (515 billion), he added. 


UAE looks to former communists for investment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is looking to Russia 
and other former communist 
nations as possible invest- 
ment markets, as part of di- 
versification plans aimed at 
offsetting losses from unst- 
able markets in other coun- 
tries. 

Officials from the UAE, a 
key OPEC oil producer, dis- 
cussed new investment in 
banking, oil and other sectors 
with delegations from Russia, 
Poland and the Czech repub- 
lic this week. 

They said they would visit 
those "countries to explore 
potential projects. 

“A UAE delegation has 
agreed to visit Moscow soon 
to discuss setting up joint 
banking ventures in Russia,” 
said Russian deputy prime 
minister, Oleg Davydov, who 
accompanied Premier Viktor 
Chernomyrdin during a 
ground-breaking visit to the 
UAE and three other oil-rich 
Gulf nations this week. 

Official UAE sources said 
the delegation would com- 
prise businessmen and bank- 
ers. and that discussions in 
Moscow would also cover in- 
vestment in oil and gas. 


Another delegation from 
the Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority (ADIA), the emi- 
rate's main overseas invest- 
ment arm, and from the Abu 
Dhabi Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry would go 
to the Czech republic for 
similar talks. 

“Officials from those two 
institutions have promised to 
visit our country and study 
investment opportunities 
there," Czech Finance and 
Industry Minister. Vladimir 
Dolhi was quoted as saying 
by local press Friday. 

Mr. Dolhi paid a three-day 
visit to the UAE this week 
during which he signed an 
agreement to protect and 
guarantee investment. It was 
requested by the UAE, 
which has finalised similar 
pacts with more than 30 
countries. 

The two countries are also 
negotiating a draft pact on 
avoiding double taxation, 
officials said. Russia and the 
UAE also plan to sign an 
investment and tax accord to 
push ahead with their four- 
year-old economic agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Dolhi did not say what 
the UAE delegation would 


discuss but noted his country 
was planning to privatise its 
refining sector as part of its 
switch to a market economy. 

He said refining output ■ 
capacity was estimated at 
around 10 million tonnes a 
year (200,000 barrels per 
day). 

“There are great invest- 
ment opportunities for poten- 
tial investors from the UAE 
and other Gulf states, espe- 
cially in refining and pet- 
rochemicals.” he said. 

No precise figures are 
available on the UAE's assets 
abroad but bankers estimate 
them at between $25 billion 
and $50 billion. They are 
concentrated in the West in 
stocks, real estate and bank 
deposits. 

Bankers said the UAE and 
other Gulf countries had suf- 
fered losses from recurrent 
upheavals in world stock 
markets and exchange and 
interest rates. 

Gulf officials have said 
they were looking for new 
markets in Asia, the former 
Soviet Union and East 
Europe, especially in down- 
stream investment. 

The UAE, seeking new 
markets for its growing oil 


sectors, has launched a drive 
to join Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia in setting up an over- 
seas downstream empire and 
officials have said they were 
considering some major pro- 
jects. 

One of the projects has 
already been signed with Au- 
stria's energy giant OMV 
A.O.. The $450 million deal 
was signed in May and 
allowed Abu Dhabi, the 
UAE's main oil producer, to 
own 20 per cent of the group. 

Abu Dhabi's other main 
downstream venture was 
signed eight years ago with 
Cepsa. Spain's main refining 
and petrochemical company. 
The deal, worth around $120 ■ 
million, gave Abu Dhabi ac- 
cess to 15 per cent of the 
company and allowed it to 
market more than 60.000 b/d 
of crude. 

Poland and Romania have 
.also made investment offers 
to the UAE in their refining 
sea or but no agreement has 
been reached. Polish Prime 
Minister Waldemar Pawlak 
discussed investments during 
a visit to the Emirates this 
week, in which he also signed 
scientific and aviation 
accords. 


ndian reforms win World 
Economic Forum confidence 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
a's commitment to economic 
liberalisation won a cautious 
vote of confidence Tuesday 
from the World Economic 
Forum, which warned that it 
could not afford to slacken 
tfie pace of reform. 

.At the end of its annual 
two-day India meeting here, 
the Geneva-based organisa- 
tion called for urgent labour 
reforms, big customs duty 
cuts and a vast improvement 
in infrastructure such as pow- 
er and communications. 

^ Former French prime 
minister Raymond Barre said 
tEe forum, which promotes 
interaction between govern- 
ments and businesses, saw a 
perceptible change in the 
national mood since- the re- 
forms were launched in 1991 
amid scepticism.-'. 

“There is a clear commit- 
ment in various parts of the 
country and society to re- 
form," Mr. Barre said, 
adding that Indians had 
realised the “dynamism of a 
market economy.” 

$ut he warned that India 
needed to keep up the 
momentum of change and 
not become complacent fol- 
lowing an economic turnar- 
ound in the past 40 months. 

:“It is necessary to go on 
with the policy of reform ... It 
isiiot possible for India to be 
satisfied with the first re- 
sults,” Mr. Barre said. 

•“India is engaged in com- 
petition for capital, technolo- 
gy; and market shares with 
many dynamic countries of 
the world,” he added, warn- 
ing that foreign investors 


would go to other destina- 
tions if India applied the 
brakes on reform. 

Populist electoral consid- 
erations in this “delicate 
period” should not lead to 
delays in implementing re- 
forms nor should the govern- 
ment loosen the lid on its 
coffers and spend extrava- 
gantly, he warned. 

A bright economy, 
cushioned by record foreign 
exchange reserves of about 
$20 billion, a resurgent indus- 
try and vigorous exports 
should goad the country into 
speeding up reform, the for- 
mer French premier said. 

India began the reforms in 
mid-1991 with a double de- 
valuation of the overvalued 
rupee, banished four decades 
of state controls on industry 
and trade, lowered tariffs and 
opened its huge market to 
foreign investors. 

Vital sectors such as dvil 
aviation and oil exploration, 
previously the state's exclu- 
sive domain, were opened to 
private companies. 

But Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimba Rao’s govern- 
ment has so far shied away 
from removing a ban on im- 


porting consumer goods, pri- 
vatising the gigantic public 
sector or introducing a flexi- 
ble hi re -and- fire labour poli- 
cy. 

Opposition from political 
parties and the unions have 
delayed such measures, but 
the World Economic Forum 
said it was vital to get mov- 
ing. 

Labour laws need to be 
made more flexible, it said. 
The government, which is 
committed to shedding 49 per 
cent of its equity in the public 
sector, was told to speed up 
the movement towards priva- 
tisation. 

Import tariffs, with a peak 
rate of 65 per cent, should be 
lowered to a three-tiered 
structure with a maximum 15 
percent for raw materials, 20 
- per cent -for? -intermediate- 
goods and components and 
35 per cent for consumer 
goods. 

Mr. Barre said India, with 
a papulation of 900 million, 
■also needed to pay greater 
attention to birth control and 
to technical education to in- 
crease the number of skilled 
workers for the expanding 
industry. 


Yeltsin promises early end to economic crisis 


Deluxe new furnished apartment, 225m 2 , first floor, 3 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, big kitchen with aii electricity 
equipment, balcony, big salon with Persian carpets and 
fireplace. Separate central heating. Satellite system and 
telephone. Location Rabia neighbourhood. 

Call 665611 




MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin Saturday prom- 
ised an early end to Russia's 
protracted economic crisis 
and outlined plans to move to 
a decisive second stage of 
economic reform. 

“The crisis period is about 
to be overcome,” he told a 
meeting of Russia's economic 
elite in the marble hall of the 
Moscow Kremlin, a room 
long used for meetings of the 
Central Committee of the 
Soviet Communist Party. 

“We should leave the 
epoch of half-decisions in this 
year and we must launch an 
offensive to complete finan- 
cial stabilisation in 1995," 
Mr. Yeltsin added. 

Mr. Yeltsin, facing tough 
opposition to his economic 
plans from a conservative 
parliament, had called the 
Kremlin meeting to assess 
Russia’s economi'* situation 
and outline plans for 1995. 

His government has 
■'steady pttiduosd aT tough 
'draft budget for the year? 
promising to bring the deficit 
down to 7.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product and bring 
monthly inflation to one or 
1.5 per cent by the second 
half of the year. 

Russian prices rose 15.1 
per cent in October, the high- 
est monthly rise since die 
start of the 

Top economise, regional 
leaders and senior industrial- 
ists are ’ll attending the 
meeting, which is jointly 
chaired by Mr. Yeltsin and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, a for- 
mer gas industry boss who 
has nailed his colours tenta- 
tively to a reformist mast, 
said Russia was ready for 
some compromise on the 


1995 budget, but it would not 
give an inch on the size of the 
deficit or the way it was 
financed. 

He also said the moderate- 
ly tough policies of the firet 
three years of economic re- 
form would not help in the 
second stage, which needed 
the “resolute acceleration of 
macroeconomic stabilisa- 
tion.” 

“If we do not act decisively 
we will be dragged into the 
abyss of protracted economic 
crisis," he said. 

The 1995 draft budget says 
international loans and state 
securities should be used to 
fund the budget gap^ break- 
ing with post-Soviet tradition 
of taking central bank loans 
to fund government 
spending. 

“Continuing to cover the 
budget deficit through central 
bank credits is a dead end,” 
Mr. Chernomyrdin said. “We 
cann o t ag ree 'with proposals 
■ ter continue pumping' money 
into Jhe economy and to sup- 
port ineffective structures. 
There can be no talk about a 
return to regulated prices and 
state orders.” 

The budget is already fac- 
ing stiff opposition in the 
State Duma lower house of 
the Russian parliament. 

Deputies voted Friday to 
set up a joint commission 
with tiie cabinet to examine 
the budget and come up with 
a new draft by Dec. 10. 

“The draft is not realistic,” 
the Duma's budget commit- 
tee chairman Mikhail Zador- 
nov told deputies. “The cor- 
relation between planned in- 
dustrial output and expected 
inflation is not realistic. The 
rouble rate, which the draft 
puts at average of 3,200 to 
the dollar, is not realistic. 


The rouble hit this mark 
yesterday." 

The ifremlin meeting also 
virtually coincides with the 
expected arrival of a nego- 
tiating team from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) who will be seeking 
evidence Russia’s plans for 
macro-economic stabilisation 
are solid before releasing a 
$12 billion package of new 
international aid. 

Monetary sources in 
Washington said this week 
the IMF intended to stick to 
its tough line that Russia 
must put its finances into 
better shape before obtaining 
the money. 

According to economists, 
Russia is poised for a long 
period of economic growth 
but success will depend on 
beating inflation and meeting 
1995 budget plans. 

The government’s Centre 
for Economic Reform said in 
a monthly bulletin that in- 
dustrial production had stop- 
ped falling and had risen sub- 
stantially in October. 

“We can see that Russia 
has reached the end of the 
long fall in output and is now 
ready to begin a long period 
of growth," said Richard 
Layard of Britain’s London 
School of Economics, an 
adviser to the Russian gov- 
ernment 

“But how smoothly this 
happens will depend very 
much on whether Russia can 
beat inflation. If Russia can 
achieve financial stability, in- 
vestment and know-how will 
flood in from all over the 
world and there would be 10 
years or more of rapid econo- 
mic growth,” he told a news 
conference. 

The State Statistics Com- 
mittee said last week indust- 


Peanuts 


HEY. CHUCK, WE MAP 
FUN PLAYING FOOTBALL, 
DIDN'T WE? 

I"?/ 


I LOVE THE SLAMMING 
AND THE BANGING AND 
5PLA5HINGTHR0UGH THE MUD 



ADMIT IT, 
CHUCK,CAN YOU 
EVER REMEMBER 
HAVING MORE 
FUN? 


WELL, THERE WAS 
THE TIME I FELL 
OUT OF A SWING 
AND LANDED ON 
v MY HEAD.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n 9 Jeff 



I WAS DRIVING \J WHERE 
FINE WHEN 1 no 


suddenly- BANG! 

SOX BACKED UP 

BANG! x 

OVER 

BAN G! 


IT 

HAPPEN?! 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“I had new contact lenses made with 
your picture printed on them — to show 
the world I only have eyes for you!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* fay Henri Arnold and MBcm Argblon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one toner in each square, to tann 
four ordinary words. 


CENEP 



in 


CAGIM 






c 


SIBULY 


L 



Ll_ 


ERIFEC 


□ 

□ 



□ 


rmrrarfdngi 
down tor cash 



WHAT HE OFFERED THE 
PROSPECTIVE BU/E£ 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: JOLLY 

Anawer What she considered her d og's* 
treinma — HER PET PRO ,l3 cr 


(A nsw e rs tomorrow) 
TEMPO DIVERT PALACE 

obedience 


rial production, which has 
slumped since Russia laun- 
ched an economic reform 
programme in early 1992, 
actually rose 9.5 per cent in 
October after a two per cent 
fall in September. 

“We shouldn't make too 
much of one month’s figures 
but 7 think we can now be 
sure that Russia’s gross 
domestic product has stopped 
falling." Mr. Layard said. 

Real consumption was 15 
per cent higher than a year 
ago in the third quarter, he 
said. However, consumer 
prices rose 15.1 per cent in 
October compared with 7.7 
per cent in September. 

New Economics Minister 


Yevgeny Yasin was quoted in 
the Trod daily as saying there 
would be further steep falls in 
inflation in the coming year 
provided Russia kept to its 
economic reforms. 

“Inflation will not be more 
than seven or eight per cent 
in November and December, 
about five per cent in the first 
quarter of next year, two per 
cent by next December," he 
said. 

The budget envisages a de- 
ficit of 7.8 per cent of GDP. 
Expenditure is seen as 22.3 
per cent of GDP and the 
government has proposed 
taxes equal to 14.5 per cent of 
GDP — much higher than in 
1993 and 1994. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27. 1994 

m 

By Thomas S Pjerson. Astrologer. Carrol! fighter Foundation 


GENERAL- TENDENCIES: 
The Sun enters Scorpio and you 
are imbued Vtith a fresh" new plan 
of attack on whatever may have 
been baffling you up io this 
point. You mental ingenuity and 
manuel dexterity will be put to 
the test. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprt( 19} 
Matters at home can cause you to 
feel you are being too taken for 
granted so don't expect much 
praise today but tonight tensions 
then do lift. 

TAURUS: April 20 to May 20) It 
seems difficult to put your plans 
across during the daytime m 
cum mu meat ions and short jaunts 
but later you see how to improve 
basic conditions. 

GEMINI: tMay 21 to June 21) 
Think over what you can do to 
improve your financial well- 
being without taking any chances 
at the moment, then tonight vou 
find answers in periodicals. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about the person- 
al conditions you would like to 
have and go' after them with 
confidence but tonight make a 
point to avoid extravagence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don t try io get close compan- 
ions and an outside contact 
together during the dav while 
lonight you find you can see and 
enjoy a very good friend. 

VIRGO: (Augusi 22 to Seplem- 
per 22) Consider the various 
intimate wishes you have and 
think of ways in the .days ahead 


: to make them a 'part of your life 
while tonight finds you aMe to 
expftis your affections. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) This is the moment to use 
cart in whatever you do of a 
world or a civic nature and above 
all cake no chance* todav with 

your credit worthiness 
* 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You find it diffi- 
cult today to put into effect the 
ideas which you feel can be of the 
greatest help and assistance to 
you. tonight avoid pubic plea- 
sures 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
in December 21 r Be most cau- 
tious and careful in handling any 
promises you have made for any 
mrtflbp could boomerang against 
your best interests. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have a partner 
now with whom you would like 
to get along better but that per- 
son is stepped in own anxieties 
and can be a disappointment to 
you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Whatever vou have 
in mind about getting work done 
or being of service to others can 
be hard effectuate rodav 
tonight an ouisider helps.' 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Having a good time this day 

1 *5 al ! 11 has b«n antici- 

pated so don t be upset if some 

la ^« ?/■*• i«Mfiht duties 
can be well handled. 


but 


Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger's Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Manny Miner 


ACROSS 

1 Tradhg center 
5 OK Corral hero 
s LOwpslm 
container 

12 Cuftire meeflum 

13 St&tasm&i 
Stevenson 

14 System of 
combes 

15 Baltooni dan c e s 
tor couples 

17 Arthur of tennis 

18 Dance from 
France 

19 Of a leg bone 

21 Hofidey Bmee 

22 candle to 

23 Aquatic ma mm al 

2S Castanet dunce 

28 Die." gp. 

29 Face, as an 
embankment 

31 Ob Greek 
marketplace 

32 Unusual 

34 Fare 

36 LeGaMermeervl 
Sake 

37 Intone 

39 Health restorer 

41 Rocker Adam 

42 Disadvantage 

44 BfaHcaJ vdrb 

46 Teacher 

47 Word on 



48 Actma Merle 
50 Spanbh dances 

53 Part 

54 Lively dance 

57 Harriett 

58 Fofc dances 

59 Farmer or usher 
encfcng 

60 Sp. ffkea: «bbr. 

61 Shut tightly 

62 Chimney Mack 

DOWN 

1 Snger Davis 

2 Exceed 

■ 3 Pro 

4 Three-togged 


5 Goes over copy 

6 Uy plant 


8 Engine pan 
* Bratffan dances 

10 Tukfe*ihtie 

11 Highlands 
Inhabitant 

13 Taior, at times 

14 Gridiron 
measurements 

16 Paramour 

20 Soprano 
Fiancee 

22 No 16D, he 

23 Nebraska etty 

24 baton folk 

dance 

25 Disgusted 
28 Concede 
27 Oven 

2B Chief 

30 Church member 
33 Put up with 

35 Cornea to mw 

38 Yugoelavto 

40 Street show 
<3 Moflusfcs 


Puzzle sahNKb 



usKr*-— 

SOTheda 


51 

52 


£«or Kruger 
Expterarde 


jjplwnent 

SB Court dhfhLj 


■ 

4 


* 
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Compiled by 
Samir Shafiq Ghawi 

** A ferry line will operate 
to the Dead Sea in March 
1995. According to Israeli 
sources, the shipping tine wil! 
transport passengers between 
Jordan and Israel. A sea 
journey from Israel to Jordan 
will cost $10 per person. The 
company launching this ser- 
vice was set up by a group of 
Jewish settlements on the 
Dead Sea area in cooperation 
with three Israeli business- 
men. The general manager of 
the company said he had met 
Jordan’s tourism minister and 
got his preliminary approval 
for the project. According to 
the plan, the moorage on the 
Israeli side will be near Ein 
jidi Kibbutz (A1 Ra’i). 

-fr-ft The Audit Bureau sub- 
mitted its 1993 report to Par- 
liament and to the prime 
minister and the minister of 
finance. The report highlights 
saving and recovering a total 
of JD 7.5 million (A! Dus- 
tour). 

☆☆ Prices of vegetable oils 
have risen by 40 per cent 
while international prices 
soared by 100 per cent (A1 
Dustour). 

■irie The government plans to 
float prices and give the pri- 
vate sector a wider role. Such 
an approach would lead to 
the cancellation of the Minis- 
try of Supply and maintain a 
supervisory function for the 
government (Al Dustour). 

trtc Fahed Fanek, head of 
the administration committee 
of the Jordan Company for 
TV, Radio and Cinema 
Prodcution, invited sharehol- 
ders to an extraordinary 
genera] assembly meeting on 
Dec. 14, 1994. No other de- 
tails were available. 

The Public Transport 
Corporation strongly denied 
a report published in Ai 
Aswaq Saturday that it was 
about to receive 400 new 
buses bought by the govern- 
ment and that these buses 
will be on the roads before 
the end of the year (Jordan 
Times). 

'irir Most car companies will 
be exhibiting 1995 models at 
the Amman International 
Motor Exhibition for a week 
1 starting Monday (Al Aswaq). 

A group of experts from 
the World Bank is conducting 
preliminary studies on de- 
veloping main touristic sites 
to prepare for large invest- 
ments in the tourism field in 
the future. Informed sources 
said experts from Japan will 
arrive next month to conduct 
a wide and comprehensive 
study of touristic areas (Al 
Aswaq). 


☆☆ The Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry has re- 
ceived an invitation from 
the Dutch industrial fed- 
eration to participate in an 
international conference 
specialising in export man- 
agement for marketing 
paints, building materials 
and products of the paper 
industries. The conference 
will be held in Rotterdam 
during the period March 
13-31/95. The chamber 
Has notified the concerned 
industrialists of the invita- 
tion (Sawt AI Shaab). 

The markets of used 
cars are still in recession 
after the reduction of cus- 
toms tariffs. Traders ex- 
pect renewed activity in 
the next couple of weeks 
(Sawt Al Shaab). 

** The technical depart- 
ment of the Royal Jorda- 
wan earned JD 15.7 mil- 
lion in 1993 from mainte- 
nance work done for fore- 
ign airlines. Four years 
ago, the revenue did not 
exceed JD 6 million (Sawt 
Al Shaab). 

** The Jordanian pavi- 
lion at the Baghdad Inter- 
national Fair won the sil- 
ver medal as it ranked 1 
second among participat- 
ing countries. Jordan 
came in first place among 
non-Iraqi pavilions in 
terms of organisation, di- 
versity of products exhi- 
bited and the unique acriv- 
% (Al RaM). 

* 

The Ministry of Supp- 
ly plans to set up supply 
warehouses in Deir Alla 
ne *t year to serve the 
commercial sector . 


Foreign investors try to 
rob China of $500m 


BEIJING (AFP) — Foreign 
ousmessmen have tried to 
meat China out of S500 mil- 
lion in the past three years by 
overvaluing equipment con- 
tributed to joint ventures in 
lieu of investment, Xinhua . 
has said. 

Between January 1991 and 
June 1994. local authorities 
have examined 4,940 batches 
of invested machinery and 
equipment, putting their 
value at S1.8 billion rather 
than the quoted $2.3 biffion,. a 
state administration of im- 
port and export commodity 
inspection officials was cited 
as saying. 

In the first half of the year, 
the prices of 23 per cent of 
property valued by Chinese 
inspectors was found to have 
been over-quoted, it said. 

In one extreme case, a 
Hong Kong investor valued 
15 pieces of equipment des- 
tined for a joint venture in 
the central city of Waban at 
$2.12 million — but Chinese 
inspectors downgraded the fi- 
gure to just $20,000, the re- 
port said. 

“Two pieces were 
Japanese things dating back 
to the 1930s and another two 
were produced in China in 


1969 and 1973, although the 
contract obliged the Hong 
Kong investor to provide the 
latest equipment produced by 
the best companies abroad,” 
the official raid. 

If the fraud had gone un- 
noticed, the Hong Kong-part- 
ner, “would have made S2 
million for nothing,” he said. 

The official said that while 
such “cheating” continued, it 
was now less blatant than 
before 1991, when Chinese 
laws on evaluation of foreign- 
in vested property took effect. 

The number of Sino-fore- 
ign joint ventures stood at 
199,000 at the end of June, 
with a total actual investment 
of $76 billion, the report said. 

Contributing equipment 
instead of cash to joint ven- 
tures has become an in- 
creasingly popular form of 
investment in recent years, 
leading to Chinese accusa- 
tions that overseas investors 
are sending in obselete 
machinery and inflating the 
worth of their equipment. 

Foreign businessmen 
meanwhile complain that it is 
the Chinese partners who 
grossly overvalue assets put 
into joint ventures. 
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6,000 
1.992 
0,517 
2,200 
CJ,3S1 
13,000 
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1,950 
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6,133 


JD 
111,009 
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70,03$ 

3,145 

1,600 

1,099 

6,196 

3,335 

9,006 

coo 

14,733 

14,306 

>00 

675 

3,160 
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200.000 

4.720 

3.990 
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6.700 
3.010 
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6-000 
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3.430 
1.690 

1- 090 
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1.000 
l.SSO 
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1.100 
4.750 
3.350 

2.710 
1.300 

1.300 
1.090 
0.040 

12.500 

2.410 

3.400 
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2.000 
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U -S- Dollar In Vm«n»cloH6l NUrk 



Currency 

New 

Cfo^c 

““*24/11/94 

New Verb 
Clo.&e 

"“*25/) 1/94 

Sterling Pound * 

1.56)5 

7.5630 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5543 

7.5602 

Svil&i Franc 

7.3225 

1.3205 

French Franc 

5.3505 

5.3547 

Japanese Yen 

93.46 

96.73 

European Cunvny Unit 

J.f?)*** 

7.2270 


IVD Pw STG 


10 040 a.m. GMT 


25/ JJ/ 7994 


Cturrnct 

t MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

1 2 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

5.57 

5.6S 

6.72 

6.45 

Sterling Pound 

5.37 

5.75 

6.25 

6.75 

Deutsche Mark 

4. SI 

. 5.00 

5.0* 

5.43 

Slices Franc 

3.43 

3.75 

5.95 

4.31 

French Frame 

5.37 

5.43 

5.62 

6.72 

Japanese Yen * 

2.06 

2.71 

£.25 

2.50 

'European Currency Unit 

5.43 

5.62 

5.07 

6.37 


Inte r b an k Md rain for amount* exrtwdl ag Li. 


UfMMor 


= 25/77/1994 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm" 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Cold 

305.05 

7.65 

SOrer 

5.7 S 

Oil 17 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

i 0.7000 

0.7020 

Sterling Pound 

7.0929 

7 . 09*4 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4484 

0.4506 

Swiw Franc 

0 . 5296 

0.5322 

French Franc 

0.7306 

0.7373 

Japan*** Yen* 

0.707* 

0.7113 

Dutch Gadder 

0.4003 

0.4023 

Swedish Krona 


Vltotl 

Italian Lira* 

0.0433 

. 0.0435 

Belgian Franc 



"Nia 



Otl-c Ctxrr.«ei« 


m 26/11/1994 

Currency 

Bid. 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.0390 

7. *590 

Lebanese Lira J 

0.0472*5 

0.42365 

Saudi Riyal 

0.7*5* 

0.1870 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.5070 

2.3650 

Q atari Riyal 

0.7970 

0.1926 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2160 

Omani Rijal 

1. 8020 

1.8200 

LAt D*rhan» 

0. 7*99 

0.7970 

Creek Drachma* 

0.2745 

0.3725 

CrpriOf P«»nd 

7.4075 

7.57*5 

L 

- M 100 . 
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Kuwait 

accepts 

Torras 

payments 

plan 

MADRID (R) — The 
Kuwait Investment Authority 
(KIA) has accepted a pay- 
ments plan put forward this 
week by Grupo Torras S. A., 
the Kuwaiti-owned industrial 
group in Spain, KIA said in a 
statement distributed here 
Friday. 

The acceptance automati- 
cally means its approval by 
creditors as Spanish receiv- 
ership law requires accept- 
ance by creditors represent- 
ing 75 per cent of the debt to 
take effect. 

The KIO was owed 205.45 
billion pesetas ($1.58 billion) 
when Torras filed for receiv- 
ership in December 1992, 
making up 93.4 peT cent of its 
total 219.87 billion ($1.69 bil- 
lion) m debt. 

It will write off just under 
90 per cent of Torras’ debt to 
KID-related companies, 
while Torres will pay 97 per 
cent of debt owed to small 
creditors. 

The plan, announced by 
Torras Thursday, involves 
Torres paying 27.73 billion 
pesetas ($213 million) to its 
3,369 creditors, a little over 
10 per cent of the total debt. 

‘The proposal is a gener- 
ous one for small sharehol- 
ders, whose interests could 
easily have been prejudiced,” 
a source dose to the discus- 
sions said. 

The approval will pave the 
way to lifting the two-year- 
old receivership at Torras, 
which is controlled by the 
KIO. While small creditors’ 
votes have little effect, the 
KIA said it still hoped all of 
them would accept the plan. 

“The KIA hopes that al 
affected parties will back the 
plan and approve it in the 
interests of the company and 
its future,” the statement 
said. 


Top British building societies to merge - 


LONDON (R) — Two of 
Britain's biggest home loan 
groups Friday announced 
plans to merge and go public, 
creating a major new force in 
the banking industry. 

The marriage of the Hali- 
fax Building Society and the 
Leeds Permanent Building 
Society will create Britain's 
third biggest banking group, 
but prompted immediately 
fears of big job losses. 

While the deal could mean 
a windfall for investors and 
borrowers, it prompted an 
immediate warning from the 
banking, insurrance and fi- 
nance union that thousands 
of jobs were at risk. 

“Going for size does not 
necessarily give the customer 
a better service and often 
means big job cuts,” said 
union spokesman Joe Hoede- 
maker. 

The merged group, with 
assets of nearly £90 billion 
($140.6 billion), could spark 
a revolution in high street 
banking by intensifying 
already fierce competitive 


pressure on Britain’s top 
banks. 

“This was a move we ex- 
pected to see,” said Rod Bar- 
rett, banking analyst at in- 
vestment bank Goldman 
Sachs. “There is too much 
capacity and not a lot under- 
lying growth potential.” 

“Competition is very hot," 
he said, “and it’s not going 
away.” 

Analysts said consolidation 
was clearly needed and the 
merged society would have a 
reduced cost base due to eco- 
nomies of scale. 

The two groups said some 
branches will be closed where 
there is overlap but they in- 
tend that staff reductions 
would be carried out through 
normal turnover and by 
voluntary means. 

The merger is likely to 
speed the pace of change in 
Britain's financial services in- 
dustry, where the leading 
banks are facing increasing 
competition in their tradi- 
tional markets. 

“The Halifax has been a 


strong competitor to the 
banks already.” said John 
Leonard, European banking 
analysts at Salomon 
Brothers. “But bank status 
will not make them instant 
experts in other areas.” 

The flotation could also 
mean a windfall for over 10 
million investing and borrow- 
ing members of the building 
societies, which are mutual 
institutions set up originally 
to provide home loans se- 
cured by mortgages. 

Members could receive 1 
free shares and priority 
buying opportunities. But 
they wilt not get a cash 
bonus. 

Analysts said that while the 
Halifax has always insisted 
that it already has enough 
capita], the flotation of the 
merged society on the stock 
exchange would bring in even 
more cash, enabling it to ex- 
pand and buy into other 
businesses. 

Banking analyst Simon 
Samuels of brokers Panmure 
Gordon said the move would 


also allow the Halifax i of 
further its tentative moves 
into European markets. . . 

Conversion to bank staius” 
would give the halifax beriet* 
access to capital markets; ‘ 
although analysts point out*! 
that it is already a sophisti- : 
cated user. 

The societies have been 1 ! 
diversifying their sources -of* 
funds in recent years away- 
from their investing mem- 
bers. At the end of last year,; 
about 20 per cent of outf; 
standing funds were from ‘ 
wholesale sources — the' 
money markets etc — against; 
just O'.l per cent in 1980. ’ 

News of the merger hit' 
share prices of Britain's ma- J 
jor banks which already have 
large mortgage portfolios. ;■ 

Shares in Abbey National,! 
currently the only building; 
society to have converted tti 
banking status, and Lloyds' 
Bank, which is looking to' 
take over Britain's sixth' 
largest society, Cheltenham 
and Gloucester, were both' 
under pressure. 


Dubai plans expansion of cargo facility 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — The Gulf emi- 
rate of Dubai, a key tranship- 
ment centre in the Middle 
East, is expanding its cargo 
facility by 40 per cent to face 
a steady growth in trade, 
officials have said. 

The project, costing mil- 
lions of dollars, will be laun- 
ched in early 1995 to increase 
the storage capacity of the 
Cargo Village to 350,000 ton- 
nes from 250,000 tonnes, the 
Village’s director, Sultan Al 
Mansuri, told AFP. 

He said another project 
would be launched later to 
increase capacity to 450,000 
tonnes but added the timing 
depended on market condi- 
tions. 

“The expansions were 
prompted by a steady growth 
in Dubai's trade, especially 
imports and transit cargo, as 
well as the emergence of new 
markets in Asia, former 
Soviet Union and East 
Europe,” he said. ‘Trade 


wall hit a record this year and 
we expect it to continue 

S owing in the coming years 
le to an economic upturn in 
the region.” 

Dubai, the second biggest 
oil producer in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), set 
up the Cargo Village in 1991 
at a cost of $75 million to 
serve the nearby airport and 
its two main ports of Rashid 
and Jebel Ah. 

It had a capacity of 150,000 
tonnes but it has been ex- 
panded to face demand. 

Earlier projections put 
business growth at the Vil- 
lage at between five and 12 
per cent annually but actual 
growth reached 18-20 per 
cent. 

The facility handled 
around 201,000 tonnes in the 
first 10 months of 1994 and 
total cargo is projected to 
reach 245,000 tonnes by the 
end of the year. 

“The Village’s growth has 
surpassed all our expecta- 


tions and this has prompted 
us to hasten expansion pro- 
jects,” Mr. Mansuri said. 

Dubai’s trade peaked at 
around 65 billion dirhams 
($17.7 billion) in 1993 and the 
figure is projected to rise to 
70 billion dirhams ($19 bil- 
lion) in 1994, according to 
official estimates. 

Imports account for more 
than 70 per cent of the emi- 
rate's trade and a large part 
of them are re-exported to 
neighbouring Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait as well as 
India, Pakistan, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
other Asian countries. 

Japan and China have 
emerged as the main expor- 
ters to Dubai, accounting for 
around 30 per cent of its total 
imports in 1993. Japan is also 
the biggest investor in 
Dubai’s Jebel Ali free trade 
zone. 

The zone, established in 
1985, is the largest in the 
Gulf, attracting nearly 500 


local and foreign companies, 
with investment of more than 
$1 billion, mainly in manufac- 
turing, marketing and ser- 
vices. . “ 

The zone is served by the 
biggest man-made harbour in- 
the world, costing nearly $2.5 1 
billion. A sharp growth in 
business in the emirate has, 
made its two ports among the ' 
largest 20 ports in the world ! 
and its airport the second' 
busiest in the Middle East_ 
after Cairo international air-' 
port. 

Dubai is now regarded the; 
barometre of economic activ- * 
ity in the region as it handles 
more than one fifth of the J 
Gulfs total non-oil trade. ■ 
Officials hope the emirate' 
will become the new Hong' 
Kong of Asia once the former J 
British colony is turned over 
to China in 1996. 

Mr. Mansuri said imported 
cargo at the Village totalled; 
around 105,000 tonnes in the' 
first 10 months of 1994 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeU 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 



ftaLOTEL 
SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 


cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


863944-816690 



THE 

ADBSPHEBE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nighty 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
inday: Jprinks AK Night Long 

A Menu of Defidous Snacks 
TbL 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisani 





a? 

Restaurant I 

FRENCH QUISXNE, 

NEW 




CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogollan Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel.: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 330 p.m, 
630 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Take away is available 

Open dally 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 







SZEEHWAN GARBENS 

■ 

CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinan Foods 


Opco IL30-3J0A tdDO- ititapt 


Takm away is available 

Shat /Mrab Street 
Um UftabW) Coninenaaf Caras 


881174 

ih- 0 iK£ luted Always Lcvcd^ 
rn* -^~rr 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Teh: 861838 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 


From onloroo- 


Shmeisani - Opp. Giiudlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfich tel: S23S9I 


SELECT HOTEL 


® Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

% Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 






'The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! "i 


Cut ' 

V. offcrcoil: prices 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tcl .637 101/637102 


Amman - first circle 
opposite 1KACJ KMBASSY 

yv TEL.: 654205 


Restaurant 
Italian t Med Cuisine 


Sweifiyeh 


3639-44 


"jlirSlO /^Swerfryeh 

863944 


vis. a. vis 

” DANCE PUB " 

CD./ TE.Q.UX 


FOR PARTIES & 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Daily 
Disco Thursdays 
Burgers a- Pizzas Daily 



For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Rats 



FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


for further details please caii I 







One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 



Tel :692505 . 691146 / ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi AJ-Tei SL 
Abu Harb commercial center 
Second floor 



Kukdi Stores 

f* Suwaifiah Tel. 827105J 
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Ex-Soviet weightlifters dominate heavier classes 


i 


t 




ISTANBUL (R) — Russia's 
_ Sergey Syrtsov dethroned de- 
■. fending champion and com- 
patriot Viktor Tregoubov for 
. the 99-kilogramme world 
r. wejghtlifting crown Friday in 
a contest that showed the 
ex-Soviets still dominate the 
' heavier classes. 

, . Syrtsov broke his own 

- 'three world records en route 

. fo the title, lifting 192.5 in the 
; snatch, 225 .5 in the jerk to 
‘ total 417.5 kg and take Rus- 
_ .sia’s second successive men's 
-‘ gold. - 

9 

- - Syrtsov's jerk was recorded 

■ hs 225.0 for the total, which 
' must be divisible by 2.5 kg. 

Tregoubov, who is also 
-'reigning Olympic champion, 
trailed Syrtsov by 7.5 kg after 
" the snatch, but was expected 
r to! catch up in the jerk, his 

■ 'better event. 

Instead, he nearly bombed 
~ -out, just managing to record 
'220.0 on his final jerk 
attempt for a total of 405.0 
- - -and the silver medal. He later 
said his knee was injured. 

Third was Stanislav Rybal- 
chenko, with a combined 
395.0 kg. 

<' Although Turkey have 

- ’swept to a commanding lead 
■* -in die lighter men’s events, 

Russian Alexey Petrov 
started an ex-Soviet takeover 
with the 91 kg and Tregoubov 

- -continued the run which 

■ 'could last until the super- 
heavyweights Sunday. 

- Seven of the top 10 in the 
99-kg class represented ex- 

. Soviet republics. 

. Ukrainian Timur Tairaa- 
\ 20 v is favourite to defend his 
‘title in the 108 kg. 

Meanwhile Colombian dis- 
cuss star Maria Urrutia struck 



P nnagin ta Ahtonopouloii of Greece balances the gold medal for lifting 127.5 kilogrammes in 
the weights high above her bead as she claims the 76-k category (AFP photo) 


gold in her second sport by 
winning the women's 83 kg 
class Friday and also set a 
world record. 

Urrutia, who has been out 
of weightlifting for two years 
because of injury, lifted 132.5 
kg to better the world jerk 
record only minutes after a 
new mark of 130.0 kg bad 
ben set by second- placed 

Chen Shu-Cbie. 

■ 

The 29-year -oid Urrutia 
totalled 237.5 kg to win gold 
while Chen lifted a total 
235.0 kg. 

The Colombia athlete, who 
holds the South American 
record for discus at 58.50 
metres, began weightlifting in 
1988 because her - athletics 


coach was also a lifting coach 
and she “took a fancy" to his 
other sport. 

No Chinese lifters were en- 
tered in the 83 kg class, the 
third event in which they 
have not competed. 

Even though they have 


fielded a young, inexperi- 
enced team after leaving be- 
hind the lifters who outclas- 
sed all-comers at the Asian 
Games last month, Chinese 
women have taken gold and 
set world records in all the 
classes they have entered. 


Weigh tfiftmg world results 
Men’s 99 kg 

1. Sergei Syrtsov (Russia) 

2. Viktor Tregoubov (Russia) 

3. Stanislav Rybalchenko (Ukraine) 
*4. Alex an dr Karapetian (Armenia) 

5. Agvan Grigorian (Armenia) 

6. Oleg Tchiritso (Belarus) 

7. Denys Godfrid (Ukraine) 

8. Metin Kadir (Bulgaria) 

9. Mario Kalinke (Germany) 

10. Kizysztov Zawadzki (Poland). 


Bullets, Trail Blazers and Celtics lose 


LAND OVER, Maryland (R) 

.' — Chris Webber, making his 
first start for the Washington 
Bullets, missed a key foul 
shot but said he wasn't wor- 
ried after the Cleveland 
; Cavaliers scored a 96-94 com- 
eback victory Friday. 

"With 36.6 seconds remain- 
ing in the gam e, Webber 
_ could have tied the game but 
~ made just l-of-2 foul shots. 

• Michael Cage's free throw 
; with three seconds left sealed 
; the Cavs' win. 

But Webber, who finished 
; with 13 points, eight re- 
; bounds and four blocks, said: 

’ “All of you people in TV 
land who have been jumping 
~on the bandwagon, we just 
lost. Don't be jumping off 
j because we lost two games. 
; There were 77 more games. 

We’re going to be ready.” 

^ Webber, who forced Gol- 
' den State to trade him in just 
' his second season, added: “I 


hate losing. It’s something I’ll 
never get used to. We nave 
no excuses. We just lost. 
That’s two straight games 
where we've lost a close one. 
As time goes on, we'U get 
those. We just didn’t play 
well enough." 

Tyrone Hill scored 21 of 
his 25 points in the second 
half to lead the Geveland 
comeback. Hill also had 16 
rebounds. 

“We were down 12,. but we 
did what we had to do," said 
Hill. “It wasn't a pretty 
game, bat we won it.” 

Don MacLeaa scored 21 
points to lead Washington, 
which lost its fourth straight. 

“They need a chance to gel 
and mesh. It takes some 
time,” Cavs coach Mike 
Fratello said of the Ballets. 
“Their roster is a terrific 
young roster and, God will- 
ing, without injuries, their 
future is bright." 


In Dallas, the young 
Mavericks had a learning ex- 
perience as Jimmy Jackson 
scored 31 points and Jamal 
Mashbnrn added 27 in a 101- 
91 win over the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 

The Mavericks led by 16 
points with 6:46 left but Port- 
land went on an 18-4 run, 
closing within 91-89 with 1:49 
remaining, fhat was as dose 
as the Blazers got. 

Said ..rookie. Jason Kidd, 
who bad 13 points, 10 assists 
and four steals: “We were 
playing against a veteran ball 
club which' -lias been there 
before. They fought hard but 
we held.” 

The new Dallas point 
guard added: “We’re a young 
balldub and we're going to 
make mistakes. We still nave 
a lot of learning to do. This 
was a good learning experi- 
ence.” 

Gifford Robinson and 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 


Date: 
Loan No.: 


26/11/1994 

KfW/L&G 


1. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is in the process of concluding a loan and a grant 
agreements with Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau (KfW) in Deutsche Marks 
towards the Sector Programme Water Supply II. It is intended that pari of the 
proceeds of the loan and the grant will be applied to eligible payments under the 
contracts) for which this IFB has been issued. 

The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from bidders in the Federal Republic 
of Germany (eligible bidders) for the supply of the following: 


Contract No. 

Material to be Supplied 

Amount of non- 
refundable Tee in 
JD for Each 
Tender Documents 

83/94/WM/L 

1/2” Water Meters 

300 

84/94/HSP/L 

Horizontal and Submersible Pumps 

300 

85/94/HGV/L 

Dump Trucks, Flat Beds, Cranes and 
Water Tankers 

300 

86/94/TBP/L 

Plumbing Tools, Bearings and Spare Parts 

150 

87/94/5 M/G 

Source Water Meters 

100 

88/94/VLV/G 

Valves 

150 

89/94/SP/G 

Submersible Pumps 

250 

90/94/4 WD/G 

Off-Roads 4WDVehicles 

150 

9J/94/AW/G 

Air Compressors and Welding Machines 

100 

92/94/WEUG 

Well Control Tools and Equipment 

100 


3. 


:5. 


Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from, and inspect the 
bidding documents at, the office of the Secretary General, Tenders Division, 
Water Authority, P.O. Box 2412 Amman, Jordan, Tel. 680100, Tlx. 22439 
WAJ JO, Fax. 679143. 

AH bids must be accompanied by a security in the amount of 2.5% of the offered 
total and must be delivered to the office not later than 1330 hours, Jordan local 
time, on Tuesday 10 January, 1995. Public opening will take place on the same 
day at 1500 hour. Jordan local time. 

Tuesday 3rd January 1995, is the last day set for the purchasing of tender 
documents. 


Eng. Koussai Quteishat 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 


Coyude Drexlcr led Portland 
with 19 points each. 

In Sacramento, Mitch 
Richmond scored a season- 
high 33 points, including two 
key throws in the final 
seconds of overtime, to lead 
the Kings to a 108-105 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 
Randy Brown added 18 
points for Sacramento. 

Robert Pack netted 24 
points and Bryant Stith 
added 23 for the Nuggets. 

In Boston. Shaquiile 
O'Neal scored 36 points and 
Anfemee Hardaway added a 
career-high 35 as the Orlando 
Magic rallied for their sixth 
straight win, 124-118 over the 
Celtics. 

Dino Radja scored 30 
points to lead Boston. 

In Los Angeles, Kenny 
Anderson had 22 points and 
14 assists as the New Jersey 
Nets held on for a 107-102 
victory over the winless Clip- 
pers. 

Harold EUis scored 19 of 
his 24 points in the fourth 
quarter to rally the Clippers, 
now 0-12. Los Angeles is five 
losses shy of the all-time. 
NBA record of 17 straight 
defeats to open a season, set 
by Mi ami in its inaugural 
season, 1988. 

In Atlanta. Vlade Divac 
scored 15 points and Tony 
Smith and Antonio Harvey 
added 13 apiece off the bench 
as the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the Hawks 92-87. 

At Indiana, Rik Smits 
scored a season-high 30 
points and Reggie Miller 
added 2 as the Pacers rallied 
for their fourth straight win, 
111-106 over the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

Todd Day tied a career 
high with 30 points for the 
Bucks. 

At Detroit, Kevin Willis - 
scored a season-high 30 
points, including eight during 
a fourth-quarter surge, as the 
Miami Heat posted their first 
road win of the season, 111- 
97 over the Pistons. 

At Minnesota, Clarence 
Weatherspoon scored 19 
points as the Philadelphia 
76ers routed the Timber- 
wolves 109-71. __ 

Only Donyell Marshall’s 
tip-in during the final seconds 
prevented PbiUy from allow- 
ing a team -record-low 69 
points. 

■ 

Minnesota’s 71 points was 
second lowest total in its his- 
tory . The 3S- point defeat was 
the worst in team history. 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 27 points and dished 
out eight assists as the Jazz 
pummelled the Chicago Bulls 
124-94. ^ 

Scottie Pippen led the 
Bitils with just 15 points. 

In San Antonio, Gary 
Payton scored eight of his 21- 
pomts during a 25-2 first- 
quarter surge as the Seattle 
Supersonics cruised to a 114- 
94 win over the Spurs. 

Sean Elliott led the Spurs 
with 27 points. David Robin- 
son added 209 points. 11 re- 
bounds and five blocks. 


Kurlovich takes on 
young challenger today 


ISTANBUL (R) — Double 
Olympic champion Alexan- 
der Karlovich faces the chal- 
lenge of young pretender 
Andrei Chemerkin for the 
super-heavyweight crown at 
the World Weightlifting 
Championships Sunday. 

Kurlovich, who missed the 
last world championships in 
Melbourne a year ago, is 
seeking his fourth world 
championship victory. 

But reigning champion 
Ronny Weller of Germany, 
unable to defend his tide 
because of injury, fancies the 
chances of Russian challen- 
ger Chemerkin, 10 years 
younger than the greying 32- 
year-old from Belarus. 

“He is strong, he is 
young," Weller said. 

Kurlovich, Olympic cham- 
pion in 1988 and 1992, holds 
the world record for the 
snatch at 202.5 kgs while 
Chemerkin, 17 kilos heavier 
than his rival at a vast 154 
kgs, is world record bolder 
for the jerk (250 kg) and 


■ 

two-lift aggregate (450 kg). 

The only credible threat to 
Giemerkin and Kurlovich 
comes from Stefan BoteV, the 
former Bulgarian who now 
represents Australia. 

But Botev is much lighter 
than his rivals at 120 kgs, 
which puts him at a distinct 
disadvantage. 

Leonid Taranenko, silver 
medallist behind Kurlovich at 
the 1992 Barcelona Olym- 
pics, said Kurlovich and 
Giemerkin were both in 
good shape and the title 
could go either way. 

Anatoly Pisarenko, 
another ex-Soviet super- 
heavyweight champion, 
favoured bis old arch-rival 
Kurlovich. “My good buddy 
Sasha (Kurlovich) will win,” 
he said. 

Sultan Rakhmanov, an 
earlier Soviet champion, 
hedged his bets. “The burden 
of proof belongs to the young 
ana the dory belongs to the 
old,” he said.” 


FIFA to tighten up 

refereeing standards 

■ 

ZURICH (AP) — World soccer's governing body FIFA is 
launching a new drive to tighten up refereeing following 
concerns that standards have become sloppier since this 

summer’s World Cup. - . 

FIFA General Secretary Sepp Blatter said Fnday that 

there had been an increase in unpunished tackles from 
behind and faulty offside calls favouring defensive play. 

“Instructions given by FIFA during the World Cup 
which created this famous 'American spint — the clamp- 
down on tackling from behind, on the behaviour of the 
players — are no longer followed to the letter. Blatter told 

a news conference. „ . . . 

“These are not recommendations but orders, he said. 

' “Referees who don’t comply with FIFA’s instructions 
won’t be ngjar i any longer in international matches. 

Blatter said a pool of about 70 referees suitable for the 
1998 World Cup finals in France would be drawn up in 
Topiary Final selection will be made much later. 

Standards of play at this summer's World Cup finals in 
the United States were higher than for many years, largely 
thanks to a clampdown on defensive play. 

FIFA ordered referees to send off players carrying out 
dangerous tackles from behind. It also changed the offside 
rules to favour forward play and instructed linesmen not to 

raise their flag in case of doubt. . ■ 

However, Blatter said one recent study in Francehad 
shown there were refereeing errors in 8 out of 10 offside 

calls. . 

In a tentative step away from the male stranglehold on 

the sport, FIFA decided to introduce female referees and 
tineswomen at next summer's World Cup women s finals in 

Sweden. . 

Twelve men and 12 women will officiate the matches. 
There are now four women on FIFA's committee for 
women’s football, as opposed to one in the past. 


Brazilian club face 3 games in one day 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
One of B razil's leading soccer 
dubs will play three offidal 
games on the same day next 
month as they struggle to 
fulfil the country's crushing 
fixture list. 

Gremio, world club cham- 
pions in 1983, will go one 
better than Sao Paulo who 
last week played two offidal 
matches on one night. 

“This is absolutely 
absurd,” said Gremio Presi- 
dent Fabio Koff in a tele- 
phone interview from the 
southern dty of Porto Alegre 
where the dub are based. 

“There are no fans, no 
players and no directors who 
can stand so many games." 

Koff said he expected vir- 
tually all the 50 players at the 
club ro take part in the games 
on December 1 1 and the club 


will charge one real ($1.2) for 
fans to watch all three 
matches. 

The club's first team have 
been concentrating on the 
Brazilian championship since 
September, which involves 
two matches a week. 

They have also taken part 
in the South American Su- 
percup. played annually be- 
tween past South American 
club champions, and the 
Conmebol Cup, a South 
American version of 
Europe's presitigous UEFA 
Cup. both tournaments in- 
volve one game a week until 
teams are knocked out. 

But at the same time, the 
dub has been involved in the 
qualifying stage for next 
year's local competition, the 
Rio Grande Do Sul, or 
Gaucho, championship. 


Koff said Gremio had been 
fielding reserve and youth 
teams in the competition so 
far and was in danger of not 
making the 14 teams who will 
dispute next year's regional 
competition. 

All three- games on Decem- 
ber 11 will be in the region 
championship. Gremio will 
play Aimore at 2 p.m.. Santa 
Cruz at a 4 p.m. and Pelotas 
at 6 p.m. “This fixture list 
was imposed on us by the 
Gaucho Federation, they 
didn't justify their decision.” 
said Koff. 

The Gaucho championship 
is almost invariably deeded 
between Gremio and their 
local rivals Internacional. 
Other teams are all minor 
and cannot compete at 


national level. 

Koff said Gremio would 
like to abandon the Gaucho 
Championship but could not 
as the Gaucho Federation 
would suspend them and this 
would in turn make them 
ineligible for all other com- 
petitions. 

Last week Sao Paulo play- 
ed a Conmebol Cup match 
against Sporting Crista) of 
Peru and a Brazilian cham- 
pionship match against Gre- 
mio on the same night. They 
fielded a reserve team in the 
first game and won both 
matches 3-1. One playeT, 
midfielder Juninho, came on 
as a substitute in both games. 

“I'm just glad we didn't 
have to play in the morning 
as well,” said coach Tele San- 
tana at the time. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Serbia to face Bosnia in basketball battle 

MUNICH (AFP) — Serbia and Montenegro were given 
the chance to reach the 1995 European Basketball Cham- 
pionships Saturday, as the rump Yugoslavia continued its 
return to world sport. However the men’s team will have to 
do battle with Bosnia-Herzegovina — whose rebel Serbs 
Belgrade openly supported until August in the ongoing war 
there — if it is to make the championships in Athens next 
June. The move was announced here after a meeting of the 
European Board of the International Basketball Federa- 
tion (FIB A). Yugoslavia join Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bel- 
gium, Bulgaria, Estonia and Turkey in a men's round-robin 

? ualifier, while the women face Bulgaria, Hungary and 
oland for a place in their championships in Brno, Czech 
Republic in June. 

Rugby returns to Olympics 

■ 

CARDIFF (AFP) — Rugby union was officially accepted 
back into the Olympic movement Saturday and plans are 
already in hand for a sevens or tens tournament at the 2004 
Games. Vernon Pugh, chairman of the International rugby 
board said that an Olympic event could take the place of 
the Rugby World Cup Sevens tournament, which was 
launched last year in Edinburgh- Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
president of the Internationa! Olympic Committee wel- 
comed rugby union back at a ceremony in Cardiff City 
Hall. A replica of the rugby ball used in the 1924 Olympic 
final between the U.S. and France, was handed to 
Samaranch by Pugh. 

England seek ‘inspirational’ supremo 

LONDON (AFPJ — The Football Association launched a 
search here Friday for a new soccer supremo to take overall 
control of the English game. The new man, described by 
F.A. chief executive Graham Kelly as. “someone with 
inspirational qualities, and who by reputation is capable of 
leading the game,” is expected to be appointed within the 
next 18 months. Whoever takes the job will have a free 
hand to direct the future of English soccer, from Under-11 
through to the highest level. But though the technical 
director will, in the F.A. hierarchy. Ire senior to the 
England coach, he will have no say in the selection or 
tactics of the national side. The fact that the appointment is 
not to be made for at least 18 months — in other words, 
after the 1996 European Championships in this country 
have been completed — has prompted speculation that the 
current England coach. Terry Venables, is the man the 
F.A. have in mind for the job. 

Gascoigne vows to stay in Italy 

ROME (AFP) — Injured English international Paul 
Gascoigne announced Friday his determination to stay in 
. Italy after a heart-to-heart talk with Lazio manager Dino 
Zon. Last week Gascoigne said in a television interview 
.that he wanted to return to English football, sparking 
rumours that he wanted to quit Lazio despite the fact he 
• had still two years to run in his contact. “I never said I 
wanted to leave Lazio,” said Gascoigne after his meeting 
with Zoff. “For now I am only thinking about playing 
again. Only after that will I be able to make plans for the 
future." Gascoigne, who broke his leg in training last April 
and is 'not expected to begin playing until next March, 
added that he was eager to get back into the Lazio line-up. 

Little named Aston Villa boss ' 

BIRMINGHAM (AP) — Brian Little celebrated his 41st 
birthday Friday by being appointed manager of Aston 
Villa. Little resigned as manager of Leicester Tuesday in 
order to take the Villa job. He replaces Ron Atkinson, who 
was_ fired last week. Little's first game in charge will be 
against Sheffield Wednesday at Villa Park Sunday. Little, 
who played for Villa as a forward from 1969 to 1981 , signed 
a contras that will keep him at the club until June 1996. 
Villa Chairman Doug Ellis said the club did nothing wrong 
in hiring Little away from Leicester. 


Robson extends contract with Porto 

LIBSON (R) — Former England manager Bobbv Robson . 
has extended his contract with Portuguese first division ■ 
Porto for a further two seasons, dub president Jorge Pinto 1 
da Costa said Friday. Robson joined Porto last December 
after being sacked by the Lisbon club Sporting. Porto ■ 
currently lead the Portuguese first division by goal differ- 
ence over Sporting. Both clubs have 19 points after 11 ; 
matches. 

■ 

« 

Injury forces Groves to quit 

SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) — Southampton's former : 
Arsenal winger Perry Groves has quit the game after losing ! 
a two-year battle against an ankle ligament injury. The 
28-year-old Groves has made only IS first team appear- 1 
^ or the Saints since his 750,000 pound move from < 
Highbury in September 1992 and has not played in the first ! 
team since season 1992-93. Saints manager Alan Ball said: ■ 

It is very sad for Perry but he has to face up to the facts ; 
I m afraid.” 

Comaneci performs before Romanian premier 

BUCHAREST (AP) — Star gymnast Nadia Comaneci 
performed a graceful floor routine Friday before an 
adoring crowd that included Premier Nicolae Vacaroiu 
Dressed in a crushed pink velvet leotard. Nadia twisted and 

SS^STS 0 ^ ‘^ a Petfoqnance broadcast live on state 
television. Now 33, Comaneci was the first gymnast ever to 
score a perfect 10 in the Montreal 1976 Olympic Games In 
a joint floor routine with her American fiance Bart Conner 

^ an n f ?SSi PICS J 0,d meda,lisl - toe pair entertained a 
crowd of 4,000 with a jazzy number. Comaneci returned to 

Romania earlier this week, five years after she fled the 

Hr °?- e month after she lefl - th e communist regime 
of Nicolae Ceausescu was overthrown and the dictator^and 
his wife Elena executed by firing squad ” “ d 

Rangers pile on Aberdeen agony 

April 26 because of a series of iniuriw ,*^? 1 red sin J* 1 

evening for Rancers brae Waiw c -‘l ^ only blot on the 

for French defender Basile Boli whSl^M fandh ' C 
suspension on Dec. 10. It w lanSwir 1 h, J" an SFA 
Jim Mc-Gilvray, awarded for handh^fi deci ? ,on by referee 
he was lying injured on the pound S ' nS ' BoK when 

Australia-Sweden in ATP doubles final 

u 0r S knOW vim 1 , ^exMCT d Si, and h 131 * Wood ' 

Sweden’s Jan Apell and Jonas Bforkm^" c he >i take on ■ 

of the ATP World Doubles cSofonP^" l und ^ final 
beat them before, three times th1^ear ?« P i, her ^ "We've 
win again." Bjorkman said after Ws h °*? e , ft,,,y we%H 
°. ver Australian David Adamc P J i n qu,ck 6 ' 3 * « 
Olhovskiy. “We won quite easilv “ d *f ussian Andrei 
gajnein this tournament/' he said tk p ayed our 
Woodies struggled through ““"^eded 

srsassst- ,kc ° e?pB ass 

Werder Bremen defeat Schalke 

BERLIN (AP) — Bernd k 
toe second half and scored four ntered 35 a ^bstftute in 
Werder Bremen to a 2-1 victorJ > !! r m ' nu[ «s later to lead 
the Bundesiiga. Germany” fin-Sn 0 Scha,ke ^day fo 
Friday s only other game VFI r s °ccer league. In 
. Uerdmgen 2-1. Bremen rose to a t : Bochum s *opped^Baver 
with Borussia Dortmund. which r!i n for first place 1 

third-placed Borussia MoenchenglSfe 3 " 1 ^)' against . 
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r . ' °‘ ar !c% Inconsistent Bills need winning streak to make playoffs 

- 'v * Tie Associated Prw* t . 
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The Associated Press 

THEY LOSE, they win, they 
lose. That’s been the most 
consistent thing about the 
Jeryil-and-Hyde Buffalo Bills 
this season. 

The resemble champions 
one week and chumps the 
next. 

At 6-6 after Thursday's loss 
to Detroit, the four- time 
AFC champions need four 
games of winning consistency 
hi they hope to make the 
National Football League 
playoffs. 

“Six losses, we haven’t had 
a six-loss season since I got 
here, and this is my fifth 
seasin.” said defensive end 
Phil Hansen. ’‘All we can do' 
• now is win these last four 
. games, and hope some other 
teams lose, and that's not 
how the Buffalo Bills like to 
do things." 

Playing .500 ball and poss- 
ibly missing the postseason is 
incomprehensible to most of 
die Bills, who have never 
known anything but winning 
seasons. 

“It's really difficult, espe- 
cially for those of us that have 
been around for a while," 
said centre Kent Hull. 
“We’re more used to 10-2 or 
9-3. I just hope the young 
. guys don’t get used to this.” 

Winning the last four 
games should put the Bills 
into the playoffs at 10-6, 
though capturing another 
AFC East title is unlikely. 

“There's not much room 
left for error,” said quarter- 
back Jim Kelly, who ex- 
- horted his teammates before 
thier 35-21 loss to Detroit 
_ that the playoffs had already 
begun. 

Even if they land a wild- 
card spot, the Bills would 
•probably face a tough playoff 
round that would be mostly 
; or entirely road games. 

They’ve done it before, ral- 
. lying from, a 35-3 deficit to 


heat Houston in that wildest 
of wild-card games two years 
ago, then going on the road 
to defeat Pittsburgh and 
Miami. 

f But that was a younger, 
^battered, hungrier team 
that hadn’t begun to unravel 

■ trough free agency. Mostly, 
it was a more consistent 
team, one that wouldn’t man- 
handle Kansas City and 
Miami one week then choke 
against teams like Chicago 
and Indianapolis. 

Jots, Dolphins to play for 
AFC East 

No team hag tantalised its 
fans over the past two de- 
cades more than the New 
York Jets, who win a few big 
games only to lose a lot of 
small ones. 

This Sunday, if they beat 
Miami, they move into a tie 
for first m the AFC East with 
four games to go in the 
National Football League 
season. Miami is 7-4 to the 
Jets’ 6-5 but the Dolp hins ’ 
offense has withered in re- 
cent weeks. 

There were two Thanksgiv- 
ing Day games, with Detroit 
beating Buffalo 35-21, and 
Dallas downing Green Bay 
42-31. 

In other games Sunday, 
Houston is at Cleveland; Phi- 
ladelphia at Atlanta; Tampa 
Bay at Minnesota; Chicago at 
Arizona; Cincinnati at De- 
nver; Kansas City at Seattle; 
the Los Angeles Rams at San 
Diego; the New York Giants 

■ at Washington; Pittsburgh at 
The Los Ageles Raiders, and 
New England at Indiana- 
polis. 

San Francisco visits New 
Orleans Monday night. 

Cowboys’ Garrett lives out 

‘fairy tale’ 

■ ■ 

Jason Garrett's National 
Football League “fairy tale” 
should come to an end on 



The 49ers’ Jerry 
pass (AFP photo) 


(right) had Steve Israel of the Rams beat as be eyed a Steve Young 


Monday. 

The third-string quarter- 
back who led the Dallas Cow- 
boys to a 42-31 victory over 
the Green Bay Packers 


Thursday expects to be back 
on the scout team running 
plays. 

“If Rodney (Peete) is heal- 
thy then Rodney is the starter 


next week against Phi- 
ladelphia,” said the red- 
haired Garrett, also known as 
Rudy. “He’s a great plyaer. I 
have no problem with it.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 

■ 

WJTH OMAR SHAMJF 
ITANNAH HttSCH 

• Ttftw M ia n trow, me 


SAFE, NOT SORRY 


Both vulnerable. South 
NORTH 
4QJ65 
? K J 2 
0 19 3 
*Q6 3 


WEST 
0 10 
T 6 4 

.0 J 10 8 6 4 
4AK852 


SOUTH 

* AK9 7 S 
?A73 

C A Q 7 52 

♦ Void 


EAST 
*84 2 
O’ Q 10 9 6 5 
0 Void 
* J 1097 4 


The bidding: 
South Wret 
1 * Pi 

6 * Pi 


North 

3 * 

Pi 


Opening lend: King of * 

Don't let the fact that you ought 
not have reached the optimum con- 
duct upeet you. Concentrate on the 
taak at hand— tasking aui* to make 
what you bid. 

After North's limit raise, there 
might be tome scientific auction 
that would maal whether all the 
necessary ingredients are there in 
raapondwH hand to contract for a 
mod slam. We, however, feel that 
South's leap to a slam was an 
eminently satisfactory way in bid a 

West led the kins of dub* and. 
thanks to little duplicatio n of values 
in that suit, it looked as if all 13 
tricks would be a cakewalk. Visibly 
djimisad at not having contracted 

fora grand declarer ruffed the 
op ining bad, drew three rounds of 
tramps in and led a 

diamond toward the ace. When East 
showed out, the contract could no 

langur be made. Try it. 

■ 

Declarer's hoc would have been 
fine hed the contract bees a grand 
dam. Since South needed only 12 
tridb to get home, four diamond 
tricks would suffice if trumps were 
oo wont than 3-1 and there was a 
nifty pby available to guard 
Weal's holding all the cti- 


Altar raffing the club opening 
had. declarer should drew txumj* 
in hand lead a diamond* 

tutnoBofto finesse the nine if W eat 

foBowi low. Therefore* West must 
an h ono r declarer d u cks- 


If Eaat fbOom wit. the diamond 
suit wiQ produce four tricks by force, 
fluraxdfcong two discarda Ckk& the ta~ 
Hut when Eut shows out* 
Sooth's foresight pays a huge divi- 
dend. Vest 1 ! beet shift is to a heart, 
coveted by the jack, queen and ace- 
Declarer now lakes the proven fi- 
oetee of the nine of diamonds* un- 
blocks the king and return* to hand 
with, a dub ran to discard dummf* . 
mnaimng losers on the sce-qucen 
of diamonds. 


NBA’s new rules get mixed reviews 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The new rules adopted by the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion, including the closer 
three-point line, are drawing 
mixed reviews from players. 

The league's srand-our 
shodtHS say“"fhey'preferred 
the aW three -point line, 
which was more of a test. But 
shooters with a more limited 
range are delighted. 

“l wish they hadn't moved 
it in,” said Danny Ainge of 
Phoenix, one of the best 
three-point shooters in the 
league. “It was such a big 
factor, because not every- 


body could do it.” 

However, Ainge said the 
closer three-point line might 
not result in a sudden up- 
surge in three-point shots. 

“You might not get as 
many threes as youjd think, 
because the defense ’doesn't 
have to rotate as far, sdfrfets 
there faster,” Ainge said. 
“You also might see a lot of 
players forcing threes they 
shouldn’t be taking- It will be 
an adjustment. All of the 
changes will be.” 

The rule that seems to be 
causing the most frustration 
is the ban on hand-checking. 


Under the new rule, a play- 
er can’t be touched unless he 
is inside the foul line. Then, 
he can only be touched with 
one hand, and only if he is 
posting up. . 

“Offensively, it’s great,” 
said Chicago’s Scottie Pip- 
pen. “Defensively it's going 
to take some getting used to. 
It favors finesse players and 
strong players.” 

In addition, new illegal de- 
fense guidelines limit what 


defenders can do. 

If a defender leaves his 
man and goes below the free 
throw line, he must go direct- 
ly to the ball or it is an illegal 
defence. 

In the past, a, defender 
could drop off his man to stop 
another man- froar penetrat- 
ing the foul area, then go 
back to his man. 

“You just have to figure 
out what you can get away 
with,” Ainge said. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe, furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, sitting, living & dining rooms, cen- 
tral heating, two balconies, lift, well & tele- 
phone. In Amman, Um El Summaq. Facing 
Mecca Str. Annual rent: JD 8,000. 

Contact Tel.: 815788, fax 692069 


I 



AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 
Computer Lab 
Technician 

We are’ seeking the services of an energetic, 
qualified and* experienced technician to be re- 
sponsible for the complete operation and mainte- 
nance of our Senior School computer system. In, 
addition, this person should be able to offer advice 
and assistance to school staff and students on the 
use of our computer facilities and software. Essen- 
tial to this position should be a willingness to accept 
new challenges and to deal with many different 

people. QUALIFICATIONS 

1. Fluent in both English and Arabic languages. ■ 

2. Capable of maintaining computer hardware. 

3. Familiar with the operation and maintenance of 
scanners. 

4 Fully aware of windows based software applica-. 

’ tions (Excel, Word etc.). 

EXPERIENCE _ 

1. Windows 3.11 applications. 

2. DOS 6.x applications. 

3. Novell Networking. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
school’s reception desk, phone 845572,. 
847191-2,3 and should be submitted by 
Thursday 1 December 1994 together with a 
personal photo. — 


An International Construction Company has the following 
vacancy for their office in Amman. 

Accountant/Controller. 

This is a senior position and candidates should meet the 
following criteria 

Degree in Accounting. 

Able to operate and set up computer based systems. 
Minimum 5 years real experience, preferably with an' 
international company. 

Familiar with multi-currency transactions. 

Familiar with procurement procedures. 

A self-starter able to work un-supervised. 

Excellent command of spoken and written English. 
Reliability and Dedication. 

An attractive remuneration package will be offered. 
Applications with a typed CV copy of qualifications and 
recent photograph should be mailed to: 

The Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 910021 Amman 11191, Jordan 


l SEEKING EMPLOYMENT 

m 

Ex. general manager for 6 years in OmanAJAE. 15 
years Gulf Experience, age 37. Int’l sales & market- 
ing, excellent track record in all aspects of import/ 
export and agencies. Previous experience includes 
administration & personnel management, Int'l real 
estate development, food business, int’l franchise 
for American fast food restaurants, European & local 
furniture, carpets, fabrics, kitchen cabinets. SM/are, 
and garments, etc. 

Extensive experience & contacts in Middle East and 
Gulf in particular. 

* Can secure vital buy back projects. 

☆ Omani Res. visa, valid indefinitely Oman/UAE 

☆ Omani & Jordanian driving licence. 

☆ Ruent, Arabic & English 

* Seeks suitable challenging position 

Please contact Mr. S. Amin 
P.O. Box 499 Muscat 113 Sultanate of Oman 
Fax: (968) 739057 Muscat 
Shortly in Amman for personal interviews. 
Available immediately 


Spurs win FA Cup reprieve 


LONDON (AFP) — Tottenham won back 
their place in the FA Cup Friday when the 
decision to expel them over alleged irregular 
payments was ruled illegal. 

A Football Association tribunal found in 
the club's favour after chairman Alan Sugar 
argued that both the original FA commission 
and Appeals Board had acted/ outside their 
powers. 

The news that Sugar had triumphed after a 
two-day hearing came in a statement from FA 
headquarters. The club will have to face a new 
inquiry, although it is unclear what form of 
punishment is now open to the FA. 

Sugar will now request the return of the 
FA’s 1.5 million-pound fine and also demand 
that his dub's six-point deduction is struck 
from the record. 

The draw for the third round of the FA Cup 
is scheduled to. take place on Saturday, 
December 3 and Tottenham will expect to be 
included — a massive boost for new boss 
Gerry Francis and his players. 

Tottenham were found guilty of finandal 
irregularities at an FA disdplinary hearing in 
June and were fined 600, 000-pounds, had 12 
points deducted from this season's eventual 
total and were excluded from the Cup. 


The dub appealed and the points loss as 
halved, but the fine was more than doubled 
and the Cup ban stood. 

Tottenham manager Gerry Franris “ibid 
after the decision was announced: “It -looks 
like the club have had some sort of vidoty, 
and that's good news — but it is still iip in' the 
air. 

“As it stands, we are back in the FA “Cup, 
and in the draw for the third round, but'fiiai 
could change. If I had a preference I w6bld 
like to see the six points given back to us/tfut 
we will have to wait and see what happens.” 

Club captain Gary Mabbutr, who led Tot- 
tenham in their record eighth Cup victory-in 
1991, said: “We can’t count our chicken; yet, 
but this will be a big boost for our fans. I think 
the fact that we weren't in the. competition 
devalued it.’’ 

The new inquiry Spurs face will take place 
three days after the 3rd round draw. 

And there is more than a possibility, /the 
fresh commission could uphold the original 
verdict, leaving Sugar to consider whethec'or 
not to go to the High Court. 

It is understood the draw will include 
Tottenham or bye,’ leaving room for eiqnil- 
sion to be confirmed. , * 


FIAto introduce new FI rulea 


GENEVA (R) — New rules 
could be introduced in Formu- 
la One racing next -season to 
prevent the drivers' cham- 
pionship being decided by a 
crash in the final race, FIA 
chief Max Mosley said 
Friday. 

Reacting to the controver- 
sial victory of Michael Schu- 
macher, who clinched the ti- 
tle after colliding with 
Damon Hill in Adelaide two 
weeks ago, he said the In- 
ternationa]. Automobile Fed- 
eration whuid discuss the new 
rules next months. 

These could allow drivers 
to continue the race in their 
reserve cars or even create 
special run-offs between 
contenders if they forced 

each other off the track. 

■ 

“It’s something we’re look- 
ing at. There’s something 
very unsatisfactory about 
what happened in Adelaide,” 
Mosley told a chamber of 
commerce lunch in Geneva. 

“Never mind who was to 
blame, it’s an irritating way 
to see the thing decided,” he 
added. 

The FIA confirmed Schu- 
macher's title* ‘Wednesday af- 
ter an inquiry 1 info the Au- 
stralian Grand Prix Novem- 
ber 13, when Schumacher's 
Benetton cut across the path 
of Hill's Williams and forced 
the Briton out of the race. 
The German had begun the 


race with a one-point lead. 

Neither Hill nor his team 
protested, but some British 
newspapers, had speculated 
that Schumacber might be 
stripped of the cham- 
pionship. 

“In a simple case like that 
you certainly could, for ex- 
ample, allow both drivers to 
start in rhe pit lane during the 
race and whichever one 
finishes in front of the other 
has won or you could have a 
lCMap run-off after the race,” 
Mosley said. 

But he said the situation 
would get more complicated 
if other drivers were involved 
in the crashes or if leading 
drivers were forced out in 
earlier races. 

Mosley said the rule 
changes would be discussed 
at the Formula One Commis- 
sion in December and also 
perhaps at the World Motor 
Sport Council, but it was still 
too early to predict what 
would happen. 

He said the question had 
not just been brought up be- 
nf the Adelaide crash. 


■ ■ ^ ■ 

but because of similar end-of- 
season incidents between 
four-time champion Alain 
Prost and the late Aynon 
Senna of Brazil. 

“We've had three now. 
twice with Senna and frost 
and now with Hill and Schu- 
macher. so you start to.say 
“well hell, maybe we can do 
something,'” Mosley sard. 

“Because it is annoying 
and there is also the question 
“did he do it on puTpbse?* 
and even if he didn't there is 
a feeling he might have, 
which is bad for the driver. 

T’m sure Schumacher 
wouldn't like that. I’m sure 
he'd have much rather beajen 
Hill fair and square in^ the 
race.” 

Mosley said the FIA .had 
no evidence that SchumacVer 
had deliberately forced tfill 
from the race. . : 

“In the end. the right /ngn 
won the championship. Schu- 
macher is rhe quicker driver. 
So it’s a just result. Ma'ybe 
the route is a bit devious.'^ btit 
we got the right results.’’ 
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THE JORDAN DESIGN AND TRADE CENTRE 


Noor A I- Hussein FnisnduUou 
Off ihe Wadi Saqra liquid 
Between Safeway i King Abdullah Garden* 
Open SaL - Thurs^ 9:00 bjil - 7:00 p.m. Td- 699I4J / 699142' 
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Cinema T^” 6341 ' 44 

PHI1.APELPH1A 


The film which won 
seven Oscars 

IN THE NAME OF 



Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. SJ0. 10:45 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 1 Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Najiaa Fathf & 
Mahmoudi Hamideh In: 

Disco..*Disco 

Shows: 1230. 3-J0. 6:30. &30. I0J0 


CONCORD ‘*1” 
Tom Hanks .w- in . 



Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6.W, 8:tS. Uh?0 


Sister Act 

Shows: 3:15,5:15 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ABUM OUN TH EATRE 

Presents 

-“ Wat er is a Gift of Ufa * 9 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abul Ragheb 

Daily at 10 ajn. 

The Arabic Movie 

The Immigrant 


Shows: 12J0. 3^0. 6:15, &30. 1W0 


TeL: 675571 1 Nabil &' Hisham's 


Tel.: 625155 


MaMI Al Mashini 

Thursday. ..Thursday 
1.12.1994 

You have a date wrth Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeh Makhzouqa) 


Ticket window is open ail day 


resents: 

The political satire: 

Al SalamY a SaKais 

Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next Satur-: 
day and Sunday 
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Iraq schools update 
teaching on Kuwait 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
. Iraqi schools are teaching 
J.ttieir pupils that Kuwait is a 
.sovereign state and maps 
^showing the new U.N.-de- 
. fined border will be added to 
textbooks as soon as they are 
available. Education Minister 
Hikmat AJ' Bazzaz said on 
'.Saturday. 

“. ,r With regard to (U.N.) 
r. Security Council resolutions 
. and the recognition of 

- Kuwait there are no prob- 
lems as far as the education 
-ministry is concerned,*’ Mr. 

jBazzaz told Reuters. 

He said geography and bis- 
. -tory texts now in use by Iraq’s 
:-five million school children 
-were published before the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. Copies 
; shown to Reuters listed 
'Kuwait as an independent 
' state. 

. Kuwait's Education Minis- 
ter Ahmad Abdullah Ai 
' Rnbai complained on Tues- 
' day that Iraqi schools had not 
1 gone far enough in erasing 
die territorial claim behind 
the 1990 invasion of the emi- 
rate. 

. He said Iraqi textbooks 
still showed the old border 
and history books referred to 
the Gulf war as “the mother 
of. battles” — a tag coined 
during the seven months that 
Iraq occupied Kuwait, 
claimed it as its 19th province 
and defied a U.S.-led alliance 
to evict it. 

“In our textbooks there is 
-nothing which violates U.N. 
.resolutions,” Mr. Bazzaz re- 

- plied. 

. . “If they (the Kuwaitis) 
.have anything, let them tell 
us ' where. We are back to 
historical facts stated before 
1990. Therefore they (such 
references) are not supposed 
to be there. 

“We tell them issues are 
moving in accordance to 
(U.N.) resolutions,” he said. 
“It is time Arab countries 
closed this chapter and 
mended fences with Iraq. 
From our side there is no 
sensitivity.” 

■ New maps Will be incorpo- 
rated in school texts when 
they are made available by 
the Foreign Ministry, he said. 
“I do not think this (the map) 
is a problem” .. t 

Iraq's ruling Revolutionary 
Cormand Council, meeting 
a key condition in Gulf war 
ceasefire terms, issued a de- 
cree on Oct. 10 recognising 
Kuwait within its U.N.-de- 
marcated borders. It ordered 
all government departments 
to put the decree into effect. 

Mr. Bazzaz said he had 
sent copies of the textbooks 
now in use to the Arab 
League Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion to show that Iraq was 
'honouring its commitments. 

Kuwait to mine waters 

Kuwait plans to spread 
mines in the water near its 
sea frontier with Iraq to pre- 
vent infiltration attempts, a 
Kuwait newspaper reported 
on .Saturday. 

“A military source re- 
. vealed to Watan that a plan 
to -mine the northern Kuwaiti 
territorial waters has been 
| prepared,” it said. Officials 
were not available for com- 
ment. 


AI Watan said die mines 
would be scattered in the 
waters north of Bubiyan and 
Warba islands in the northern 
Gulf and the exits of Khor 
Abdullah water passage lead- 
ing to Iraq. It said Kuwait 
was negotiating with poten- 
tial suppliers in Russia, Italy 
and the United States. 

Kuwait in 1993 dug a 210 
kilometres trench along its 
land border with Iraq with 
the aim of preventing infiltra- 
tors. 

Kuwait has said there have 
been numerous attempts to 
cross the Iraq-Kuwart border 
since the U.S.-led coalition 
ended Iraq's occupation of 
the emirate in February 1991. 

Iraq blasts U.N. report 

Iraq said on Saturday a 
report by U.N. human rights 
investigator Max van der 
Stoel accusing it of human 
rights violations was biased 
and politically motivated. 

“It (the report) is characte- 
rised with lies, lacks credibil- 
ity, is biased and is far away 
from being objective, ” 
Mohammad Abdullah AI 
Douri, head of the legal sec- 
tion and human rights depart- 
ment at Iraq's Foreign Minis- 
try, told Baghdad's state-run 
newspapers. 

Mr. Doun said Mr. Van 
der Stoel was “just a political 
tool being used to harm 
Iraq.” 

In a report on human rights 
on Tuesday, Mr. Van der 
Stoel, former Netherlands 
foreign minister, called on 
Iraq to halt political Joltings,- 
abrogate recent decrees pro- 
viding for amputation of 
hands, feet or ears and accept 
U.N. resolutions permitting 
the sale of some oil to buy 
badly-needed food and medi- 
cine. 

Mr. Van der Stoel, a spe- 
cial rapporteur of the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission, 
accused the Iraqi authorities 
of what he described as “flag- 
rant and determined viola- 
tions of Iraq’s international 
human rights obligations.” 

He listed three recent cases 
of alleged political killings. 
They involved an Iraqi exile 
dissident. Sheikh Taub A] 
Suheil AI Tamimi, shot dead 
in Beijut last April allegedly 
by two members of the ErAqi 
embassy in Lebanon, Ger- 
man journalist Lissy Schmidt, 
sbot dead with heT Kurdish 
bodyguard in northern Iraq, 
also in April, and Shiite lead- 
er Mohammad Taqi AI 
Khoei, killed in a road acci- 
dent in southern Iraq in July. 

Regarding cruel and un- 
usual punishments, be cited 
recent decrees by Iraq's Re- 
volutionary Command Co un- 
ci] providing for the amputa- 
tion of the right hand for 
certain offences, the left foot 
for a repeat offence and for 
the punishment of army de- 
serters or anyone sheltering 
them by the cutting off an 
ear. 

“There are no human 
rights in Iraq and we can 
really speak about a barbaric 
regime,” the report said. 

He called on Iraq to allow 
human rights monitors into 
the country, a request Bagfa- 

(Contfamed on page 7) 


EU to host 
Mideast 
peace talks 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
will seek to advance their 
peace accord and activate 
pledges of millions of dollars 
m international aid for the 
autonomous Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
during talks here Monday to 
Wednesday. 

The European Union (EU)- 
backed talks will be attended 
by Yasser Arafat, president 
of the authority, and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who will meet Monday 
evening to follow up Israel's 
recent agreement that elec- 
tions can be organised in 
Gaza and the west Bank, 
officials said. 

Diplomatic sources here 
said the talks would focus on 
“implementing the next stage 
of the self-rule agreement, 
the organisation of elections 
and the withdrawal of Israeli 
troops” from the main towns 
on tiie West Bank. 

On Monday, Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Peres will meet the 
Greek, German and French 
foreign ministers, the so-cal- 
led troika representing the 
past, present and future in- 
cumbents of the EU pres- 
idency who are in Brussels 
for a scheduled meeting of 
foreign ministers. 

The Palestinians will be 
lobbying the international 
community in Brussels on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to 
promises to provide aid to 
their territories. Mr. Arafat is 
expected to take part in a 
meeting of the ad hoc group 
of donor countries. 

“We have received $70 out 
of the $700 million 
announced for 1994,” said 
Nabil Shaath, a close col- 
league of Mr. Arafat and the 
authority's head of planning 
and international coopera- 
tion. 

In 1993, donor countries 
agreed to grant the Palesti- 
nians $2.4 billion over five 
years. 

“The explosion of violence 
can only be understood in the 
light of Israeli delays in im- 
plementing tiie agreements 
and delays in the financial aid 
promised,” h£ fold a Belgian 
newspaper in a reference to 
clashes between police and 
hardline activists which left 
14 people dead in Gaza on 
Nov. 17. 

The Palestinian Authority 
hopes the meeting will lead to 
the payment of at least $200 
million by the end of the year 
in addition to the $70 million 
already made available, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said. 

“If the donor countries 
keep bolding back, if tbey 
keep on with their drip-feed 
approach, we will not be able 
to create the institutions of 
self-rule” which could put 
forward infrastructure pro- 
jects for financing, he said. 

The EU has promised 60 
million ECUs ($73 million), 
half of it to be handed over 
by the end of the year, a 
European Commission offi- 
cial said. 

“But the grant depends on 
projects getting under way,” 
he said. 


Palestinians weigh heavily on 
Lebanon and its peace options 


i 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Palestinian presence in Leba- 
non for the last four decades 
is seen as a heavy political 
and economic burden in 
Beirut and influences its 
stand in the Middle East 
peace process. 

The issue was brought to 
the fore again on Friday 
when , at least six guerrillas 
were killed as loyalists of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat tried in vain to 
regain control of 'Ain AI 
Hjlweh. Lebanon's main re- 
fugee. camp. 

The camp near the south- 
ern port city of Sidon is home 
to. 80,000 Palestinians. 

“If a decision were taken at 
the. expense of Lebanon to 
solve the problem of Palesti- 
nian refugees. Lebanon 
would ask the Palestinians to 
£ leave and other Arab coun- 
tries to assume their responsi- 
bilities." President Elias Hra- 
wi- has warned. 

Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez told AFP last month 
that it was in Beirut's interest 
ro be “the last to sign peace” 
with Israel, especially as “the 
Palestinian presence will be 
impossible to absorb” for 
Lebanon. 

Some 350,000 Palestinians 
live m 11 refugee camps. 

The Palestinian issue has 
been an important factor in 
Lebanese politics ever since 
the creation of the state of 


Israel in 194S. when hun- 
dreds of thousands of Palesti- 
nian refugees fled to Leba- 
non. 

In 1969, Lebanon signed 
the Cairo agreement, under 
the auspices of the late Egyp- 
tian president Gamal Abdul 
Nasser, by which it officially 
accepted an armed Palesti- 
nian presence on its soil to 
fight the Jewish state. 

Lebanon paid the price 
during its 15-year civil war: In 
1978. the Israeli army in- 
vaded South Lebanon to con- 
tain the Syrians and push the 
Palestinians away from 
northern Israel. 

With the full-scale Israeli 
invasion of 1982, Lebanon 
became the scene of the fifth 
Arab-Israeli war. Israeli 
troops led by General Ariel 
Sharon wanted to crush the 
Palestinian “mini-state in 
Lebanon” once and for all. 

But Mr. Arafat himself 
escaped from the Beirut In- 
ferno and left for the north- 
ern town of Tripoli from 
where he fled in 1983 for 
Tunis after a Syrian-backed 
revolt within his own ranks. 

A year after the end of 
Lebanon's 1975-1990 war. 
the authorities disarmed all 
the Lebanese militias apart 
from the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah. 

In July 1991, the Palesti- 
nians were stripped of their 
heavy weapons. They were 
left only with rocket- 
propelled grenades, machine 


guns and automatic rifles. 

But the Oslo accord on 
Palestinian autonomy, sealed 
by Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in September 1993 at 
the White House, failed to 
solve the issue of Lebanon's 
Palestinians. 

As opposed to the refugees 
from the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
war, the accord made no 
reference to the Palestinians 
of 1948, who were the first to 
flee and constitute by far the 
majority of refugees living in 
Lebanon. 

The issue of the Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon — 
where the refugees are de- 
nied Lebanese nationality — 
has remained unresolved 
since 1948 and continues to 
cause concern among the 
country's various communi- 
ties. 

In August, a plan to reset- 
tle 4.000 Palestinian families 
with the cooperation of the 
U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) triggered 
anger from the Christian 
community. 

The 1989 Taif accord which 
officially brought the 
Lebanese war to a halt the 
next year explicitly rejected 
the permanent settlement of 
Palestinian refugees in Leba- 
non. 

“Let^Yasser Arafat give 
them a nationality and after 
that they can leave,” is the 
stern message from Mr. Hra- 
wi. 



TIMORESE DISSIDENTS. Timorese political refugees chant 
slogans and jubilate after arriving in Lisbon Friday. The 
refugees had been in hiding in the l-.S. embassy in Jakarta 


last week prior to being granted permission to leave the 
country (AFP photo) 


France sees $100m ‘debt-equity’ 
swap with Jordan as trendsetter 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A “debt-equi- 
ty” swap agreement signed 
by the governments of France 
and Jordan, involving $100 
million of the Kingdom's 
debts to Paris, is the first such 
accord signed between Am- 
man and any of its creditors 
and could help set a prece- 
dent for others, a senior 
French diplomat said 
Saturday. 

Michel Duger, economic 
and commercial counsellor at 
the French embassy, said the 
swap agreement was signed 
along with a separate debt 
rescheduling accord involving 
another $200 million of 
Jordanian debts to France 
during a recent visit Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh paid 
to Paris. 

Mr. Duger, addressing a 
press conference announcing 
the opening of a French com- 
mercial exhibition in Amman 
(see page 3), said of the debt- 
swap accord: “It is the first 
such accord signed by Jordan 
and any of its creditor gov- 
ernments, and, if it works out 
well, such arrangements 
could help Jordan reduce its 
debt substantially.” 

France, which holds about 
-$600 million of Jordan's fore- 
ign debts of $6.8 billion, has 
also extended a write-off of 
$5 million to the Kingdom as 
a token gesture of its good- 
will towards Amman. (The 
$600 million figure does not 
include outstanding pay- 


ments on French aircraft 
leased by Royal Jordanian, 
the national carrier. At the 
eod of 1993, the dues were 
around $400 million). 

The “debt-equity” swap 
accord means that anyone 
interested in investing in Jor- 
dan could buy Jordanian di- 
nars at a discounted rate and 
the funds would be made 
available in Jordan for the 
buyer in local currency to buy 
capital in Jordanian ventures, 
Mr. Duger explained. 

The French diplomat did 
not say what the applicable 
discount rate was. (The in- 
vestment climate and poten- 
tial capital risks as well as 
returns on investments art 
the main parameters that in- 
fluence the rate in most simi- 
lar cases). 

Mr. Duger noted that 
French firms were interested 
in doing business in Jordan 
and perhaps also invest in the 
Kingdom, and said the swap 
accord could encourage some 
of them to actually invest 
here. He did not say whether 
any specific proposal was in 
the pipeline. 

However, he indicated that 
French investments of any 
major size would be slow in 
coming. The Jordanian mar- 
ket is too small and this is a 
negative factor affecting pos- 
sibilities of joint ventures, he 
said. 

In addition, he noted, “the 
Palestinian situation (in the 
occupied territories) is not 
fully settled, unfortunately. 
And the problem of Iraq is 
also pendmg. 


The rescheduling of $200 
million in Jordan's dues to 
France as well as the swap 
accord came in One with a 
broad agreement readied be- 
tween Jordan and the Paris 
Club of creditor governments 
in June this year covering 
about $1.21 billion of the 
Kingdom's obligations. 

The amount covers dues 
until mid-1996, when further 
negotiations and possible res- 
cheduling agreements are ex- 
pected. 

Jordan is seeking debt re- 
lief from its creditors. It has 
already secured a write-off of 
$702 million from the United 
States spread over three 
years, $100 million from Bri- 
tain, $50 million from Ger- 
many, $25 million from 
Switzerland and smaller 
amounts from other Euro- 
pean countries. 

According to diplomatic 
sources, the Spanish govern- 
ment is considering a debt 
relief package for Jordan in- 
cluding an as yet-determined 
part of it in exchange for 
equity in the Kingdom along 
the same lines of the Franco- 
Jordanian accord. Jordan 
owes Spain about $92 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Duger said France was 
keenly interested in raising its 
involvement in the Jordanian 
economy even before the 
Kingdom signed a peace trea- 
ty with Israel in last month. 

Now that the peace process 
had borne fruit, Mr. Duger 
said, be expected French 
companies to make their pre- 
sent felt more in Jordan. 


Bhutto 
demands 
reward for 
restraint 

LONDON (AFP) — Pakis- 
tan is a model of Islamic 
moderation and nuclear res- 
traint and should be re- 
warded if it is to resist ex- 
tremist pressures, Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto said 
in an interview iu Saturday's 
Times. 

“Pakistan, since 1990 has 
seen a cut-off off aid. It has 
still not detonated a nuclear 
device, or exported nuclear 
technology. It has shown re- 
spect. For what? For further 
criticism? Or for recognition 
and reward? 

“There's a growing move- 
ment within Pakistan that 
says if you’re not getting 
anywhere for being good 
guys, then what’s the point?* 
said Ms. Bhutto in the inter- 
view published on the eve of 
her official visit to Britain. 

“I conducted a poll and 90 
per cent thought Pakistan 
should detonate a nuclear de- 
vice. 

“It’s a dangerous situation. 
Pakistan has showed res- 
traint. This should be recog- 
nised and rewarded. 

“If it isn't, the forces of 
moderation will be thrown to 
one ride and the forces of 
extremism will take over. We 

have a lot of extremists 
around. We don’t want 
another Bosnia,” Ms. Bhutto 
said. 

“(Pakistan is) the only 
moderate Muslim country in 
the region. It's very impor- 
tant to support moderation in 
the Muslim World. Pakistan 
could be a role model.” 

Ms. Bhutto said she was 
rated at the continued 


UlOi 


(Contained on page 7) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey denies Belarus spying charge 



I 


engaged in spying. “Apart from working to advance 
relations between Belarus and Turkey our Minsk embassy 
has not involved in any other activity,” the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. Belarus officials said on 
Friday that two Turkish diplomats in Minsk, who had the 
rank of attache, would be expelled for “actions incompati- 
ble with diplomatic activities,'' the common phrase used to 
denote spying. The former Soviet republic’s KGB security 
police said in a statement that on Thursday a Belarus 
citizen “who had been recruited by Turkish agents” was 
detained. “On Nov. 24 in Minsk there -was an attempt to 
transfer intelligence material to Turkish special service 
agents acting under the cover of the Turkish embassy in 
Belarus,” said the statement, published in Minsk newspap- 
er on Friday. Turkey said the decision by Belarus would 
“certainly have a negative effect” on relations between the 
two countries. 

. i 

Iran to export 1m tonnes of farm goods 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran expects to export more than one 
million tonnes of agricultural goods, mostly pistachio nuts, 
vegetables and fruit, by the end of the current Iranian year, 
a newspaper reported on Saturday. A Tehran Times report ! 
by the Iran news agency quoted Deputy Minister of | 
Agriculture for animal Husbandry Ali Reza Talaee as 
saying agricultural exports are expected to reach 63 billion 
riyals ($36 million) by March 20, 1995- Agricultural exports 
have grown 23 per cent in the past six months and account 
for one third of Iran's income, he said. 

Germany lifts freeze on Kurd expulsions 

■ 

MAGDEBURG, Germany (R) — A meeting of German 
regional interior minister opened the way on Friday for 
deportation to Turkey of more rejected Kurdish asylum 
seekers by failing to agree a unified line on the issue. 
Several states governed by the Social Democrats (SPD), 
who are in opposition in Bonn, had suspended deportations 
against the wishes of federal Interior Minister Manfred 
Kanthcr, saying the refugees risked torture or imprison- 
ment on their return. Mr. Kanthcr, whose government 
wants to speed up deportations to reduce the number of 
asylum seekers, said he would only impose a nationwide 
freeze if all 16 states decided at Friday's meeting that they 
wanted one. In setting the precondition, Mr. Klanther 
knew well that the conservative-ruled states beaded by 
Bavaria would adamantly oppose such a freeze. Branden- 
burg State Interior Minister Alwin Ziel confirmed to 
reporters that the states had failed to reach agreement He 
said that in future, the SPD- ruled states which imposed 
their fr eez es in May would have to return to case-by-case 
assessment of tiie claims of individual Turkish Kurds who 
failed to get political asylum. 



Indian 
force quits 
Baidoa 

MOGADISHU (R) — The 
last of thousands of Indian 
peacekeepers withdrew on 
Saturday from the inland 
Somalia . town of Baidoa, 
leaving residents fearful of a 
resurgence of clan violence. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Zubair Chattha told 
reporters that the Indian 
troops had handed over ma-. 
jor facilities such as the air- 
port to the U.N.-trained 
Somali police force. 

But many fear the police 
will be outgunned — or simp- 
ly join in the fight — if dan 
militias decide to battle over 
control of the airport and 
other parts of the town, 
which is in the centre of 
Somalia’s most fertile farm- 
ing region. 

The peacekeepers became 
popular in the southern port 
of Kismayu where they tre- 
ated tens of thousands of 
Somalis at their hospital, 
took care of orphans and 
helped revive the nomad's 
livestock herds. 

On Saturday, they with- 
drew to the capital Moga- 
dishu by road unhindered. 

There have been wide- 
spread fears that the 15 ,000 
U.N. troops still in Somalia 
would be attacked by militias 
as they withdraw ahead of the 
March 31 deadline set by the 
Security Council. 

Indian troops from the 
5,000-strong contingent serv- 
ing with the U.N. in Somalia 
are also due to leave Kismayu 
on Wednesday. 

If dan violence does erupt, 
aid workers and Somalis say 
it is most likely to take place 
in Kismayu, where allies of 
Mogadishu warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed could 
attack the rival militias of 
Mohammad Said Hersi 
“Morgan.” 

Mr. Morgan’s followers 
have loose control of Kis- 
mayu city and are likely to 
move into the airport and 
port as Indian troops leave bv 
ship. _ 7 

General Aideed's allies 
could then move in from the 
northern approach. Clan 
fighting in recent months has 
already displaced thousands 
of civilians in the fertile lands 
of the Jubba River valley 
inland from Kismayu. 

U.N. efforts to broker 
peace between the warlords 
have failed since U.S.-led 
troops were first in to end a 
famine that killed 300,000 
and restore order in 3992. 

In the breakaway north- 
west of Somalia, aid workers 
were able to visit the town of 
Hargeisa for the first time 
since clan fighting erupted 
there nearly two weeks ago. 

The aid workers said that 
they had seen some 79 war 
casualties in Hargeisa 's hos- 
pital. Of those , 23 had died, 
including four children 
caught in the crossfire. 

The United Nations has 
flown relief supplies, includ- 
ing tents and blankets to the 
village of Burama west of 
Hargeisa to help civilians 
who fled the fighting. 

Relief operations are being 
fed by the U.N. Children’s 
Fund although several other 
U.N. and independent relief 
groups also work in the re- 
gion. 

Aid workers have de- 
scribed reports that 
thousands of refugees are on 
the move into neighbouring 
Ethiopia as exaggerated. 

Tbey said that people had 
started returning to their 
homes in Hargeisa, where 
fighting between clan militias 
had died down. 



Buckingham 
Palace to reveal 
royal accounts 

LONDON (AFP) — Buck- 
ingham Palace is to publish 
annual accounts detailing 
how £20 million ($31 million) 
of taxpayers' money is spent 
running the royal household, 
official sources said Friday. 
The first annual report will be 
published next July in tine 
with a government recom- 
mendation. The move fol- 
lows a report by the public 
accounts committee of pariia- 
ment’s lower house in 
September which called for 
greater “public visibility” of 
how such so-called grant-in- 
aid is spent. A government 
response to the all- party com- 
mittee's report Friday recom- 
mended publication of the 
royal household's reports and 
annual accounts. A palace 
spokesman said the royal 
family had nothing to hide 
and would be delighted to 
publish a full annual report. 
The spending levels hit the 
headlines earlier this year 
year when Queen Elizabeth 
authorised her advisers to 
seek legal advice following 
“misleading and inaccurate” 
media reports of the commit- 
tee’s findings. The grant-in- 
aid is spent on maintaining 
occupied royal palaces and 
also covers the cost of gas, 
elecmcity. water and tele- 
phones. “An annual report 
will be published,” said the 
palace spokesman. "There is 
a good story to tell and the 
household will be pleased to 
tell it. “We believe in open- 
ness — we have nothing to 
hide.” The Department of 
National Heritage had the 
right to see all papers and 
these, in turn, could be pas- 
sed to the National Audit 
Office, parliament's public 
spending watchdog, for a 
scrutiny. Royal household 
officials in charge of gram-in- 
aid would continue to be sub- 
ject to parliamentary scrutiny 
and examination by the pub- 
lic accounts committee, the 
spokesman said. The queen's 
director of finance and prop- 
erty services; Michael Peat, 
has already been questioned 
by the House of Commons 
committee whose report, de- 
spite some media coverage, 
was largely complimentary 1 to 
the royal household. 

Finland is 1st 
country to wipe 
out mumps, 
measles 

Washington' (afp) — 

Finland has become the first 
country to virtually eradicate 
three common childhood 
illnesses — mumps, measles 
and German measles, accord- 
ing to a new report. Thanks 
to a vaccination campaign 
launched in 1982 aimed at 
covering the country’s 1.5 
million children and young 
adults, the country nearly 
wiped out all three illnesses 
in a decade, Finnish resear- 
chers reported in the New 
England Journal of Medi- 
cine's latest issue. The inri- 
de nee of the three diseases 
has dropped 99 per cent. The 
number of cases of measles 
reported, for instance, fell 
from 344 in 1985 to 317 in 
1987 and was only 13 last 
year. There are now only 
rome 30 cases of all three 
diseases combined reported 
in the country each year, and 
they are believed to have 
been brought into the coun- 
try from elsewhere, said one 
of the researchers. Heikki 
reltola. Finland's success in 
eliminating the discuses, 
which are still widespread in 
developing countries, could 
serve as a model for a worl* 
dwide vaccination campaign. 

Clinton saves 
Madonna and 
Child stamp 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
sa ^ ed *he popular Madonna 
a ?. d 9 h,ld Christmas stamp 
after learning that the postal 
servjce planned to cancel it. 
Mr. Clinton was verv upset 
when Postmaster General 
Marvin Runyon announced 
plans last week to scran the 
stamp in 1995 , ending an 
almost 30-year-old tradition, 
the Washington Post quoted 
White House sources as 
saying. And the Post Office 

re P rieve the stamp 
after Mr. Clinton wrote a 
letter to Runyon pleading its 
hrtrf by a threat to 
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Post Office Otd not reconsid- 

Madonna and 
Child will go on sale again 

_f ” c 5 J ear ‘ ^ng with five 
new stamps showing Santa 
Claus and children opening 





